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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.
" (From the Times.)

The first act of the great drama srhich is passing
~before our eyes, and in unravelling the plot of which
i8 involved nothing less than the fate of the future
ecclesiastical polity of these kingdoms, must of ncces-
sity be drawing towards a close. It caunot be ox-
pected that the countics, the cities, the lay and cleri-
ea] corporations, whose meetings have been recorded

i this jourpal, will meet again o re-discuss 2 question
to which they have already done such ample justice.
Nor do there remain many new forms of local aggre-
gation in which tle feelings of the country can find
wtterance,  DBesides, indignation, even when most
justly roused, must lose by the mere lapse of time the
Jorm of apassion, and acquire that of sentiment or
principle. By this change it does not necessarily lose
any of its practical qualitics, but becomes less anxious
to express itself in public, and to fortify its fully ma-
tured conviction by comparing it with the kindred
convictions of others. 'Tlie next phase of ihe move~
ment which is likely to present ilself we may expeet
to be signalized by some result of so unprecedented
ap expression of public fecling, and by a more narrow
and carcful examination of the different clements of
which the movement has been composed and upon
wlich it has operated.

"The letter of the Bishop of London, which appears
in another part of this paper, announces the first fruits
.of the resuscitation of Protestant fecling throughout
England in the welcome resignation by the Rev. Mr,
Bennett of the living of St. Paul’s, Knightsbridge,
and the celebrated chapelry of St. Barnabas, We
do not mcan to say that such an event might not pos-
sibly bave oceurred even if no storm had agitated the
ecclesiastical atmosphere, but so much had been tole-
rated and for so long by the Bishop of London that
it is not easy to see, if' the conlroyersy had been left
to the process of self-evolution, when it would have
been brought Lo a decisive aud preremptoyy . issue.
‘We may, therefore, fairly count the spoliaiopime of
Mr. Beonett as among the f{irst substantial

of the Protestant cause.

(From the same.)

The answer to the City Licutenancy, taken in
eounexion with the address which it echoes, is pecu-
liarly emphatic, since it pledges ber Majesty, as
zapreme governor of this realm, to employ the power
entrusted to Ler against all “cncroachments”—the
term employed in the address to designate the aggres-
mons of the Church of Rome. The answer to the
address of the University of Cambridge expresses
her Majesty’s cordial sympathy with the late move-
ment and her determination to uphold the just privil-
cges of the established Church. 'We are aware how
dangerous it is to draw definite inferences from Royal
specches, in which caution and constilutional usage
always introduce a certain degree of vagueness.
But we think that the fair construction of the lan-
guage which her Majesty has been advised to use,
taken in connexion with the letter of the Premier and
the wording of the addresses to which she responds,
smpties a pledge on the part of her responsible ad-
visers that the Crown will be advised to use its powers,
exzccutive and legislative, so far as shall be necessary
to vindicate its own rights and the Constitution of
tbe land from the encroachment of the Pope.

(From the Tablet.)

The intention of the cabinetis tolerably obvious.
Under cover of a stupid squabble, in which nothing
worth a straw Is at stake, about ihe titles of Bishops’
Bees, they hope to force upon the Catholic Church
fetters which, of course, would never be endured,
but which, il endured, would be fatal to the inde-
pendence of religion. These purposes speak not
very indistinctly in a recent number of the GYode,
which sighs after a Royal veto on the appointment of
Catholic Bisliops; and in tle London Zzaminer,
another Govermnent organ, which two or three weeks
ago insisted on getting put down by law such crimes
os the recent Canons of the Synod of Thurles; and
all foreign, that is, all Papal interference with *our
affairs > of this London writer and his English patrons
are the education of the Catholic laity of Ireland;
the souls of the Catholic laity; their training for
Xeaven, or for Elefl. 'With these things he conceives
the Pope, the lead of the Catholic Religion, has no
legitimate concern. JIe is a “foreign® potentate
with regard to them, and to be punished as an intruder
if he dares to interfere; the said souls, with their
cternal interests, belonging all the while to certain
English journalists and Lnglish' politicians, of whom
the Editor of the Zzamizner, by the grace and favor
of a Power, which is certainly 7ot the Almighty,
appears to be already constituted one. '

The members of the Cabinet,for whom the Eza-
siner rolls its thunder, arc unquestionably aiming at

triumplis_

arestoration of the penal code after the most approved
modern bureaueratic form. They know, none better,
the powerlessness of the old forms of persecution.
"T'hey are perfectly aware that nothing can be done
to wealken the Catholic Church by kecping out of
power such men as Mr. Sliel, or excluding from
Purliament such peers as Lord Beawnont.  Accord-
ingly, they have no notion of putting a ban npon the
men whom they can buy ; upon the saleable Catholic ;
upon the tools who are in the market for their own
use. ‘I'hese they propose to buy and sell, and use as
heretofore, and they hope, by the aid of these tools,
to throw fetters about the Church; to cripple the
appointment of her Bishops; to restrain the cxcreise
of her discipline ; to tie her up with all kinds of State
impediments ; and, step by step, to reduce her to the
abjecl condition of a slave of the State—emasculated
acd powcrless.

WHAT IT IS, WIIY IT IS, AND IIOW TO
CHECK IT.
(From the Weelly News.)

It has been remarked with profound truth by the
great historian of the Papacy, that the spiritual power
of Rome is never more formidable than in the periods
immediately following those of its greatest apparent
depression.  The eventful days in which we live, bid
fair to furnish another signal illustration of the cor-
rectness of Professor Tanke’s observation. At the
close of the cighteenth century, the Papal superstition
seemed everywhere to be succumbing beneath the
spirit of the new Philosophy,—the authority ol her
traditions was fast melting away before the ardor of
frec-inquiry, the reverence once felt for ler rituals
was changing into ridicule—ber priests were mocked
af—her revenues confiscated—her very Pontill was
a prisoner in the iron grasp of the armed soldier of
Democracy. Fifty years have passed away, and the
change is striking indeed. Slowly but surely the

silent and subtle erergies of the indestructible Church [

have been employed in the re-establishing her lost
dominion. They have done more than this, they have
extended it.

No onc who compares the state of religious fecl-
ing, either in Tlurope or in England, with that which
existed at the beginning of the century, can fail to
perceive the vast accession of power which has since
then been gained by the Romish communion. France,
at the time to which we refer, was either infidel or
indifferent. At the present moment her very infide-
lity is changing its tonc of antagonism fora tone ol
toleration; her masses are fast relapsing into the
dominion of the priesthood. Some of the first of her
statesmen and most distinguished of her litterateurs
are ardent in their zeal for the ancient faith. Eerusez
Pinfame bas ceased {o be the motto of her philoso-
phers, and hatred to the Church is no longer the
indispensable profession of her wits. The great
achievement of the soldiers of that Republic (!)which
began her career as the “liberator of the nations,”
has been to re-establish the feeble tyrannny of the
Pope over the indignant citizens of Rome. In Ire-
land, in Belgium,in South Germany, we see the same
fact of increasing influence manifested under various
forms. In England it hias shown, and is still showing,
itself in the shape of those Romanising tendencics of
the Anglican clergy which must surcly be regarded
by all thinking Protestants as 2 much more dangerous
symptom than that more startling assumption of open
power which has just been filliag the land with a storm
of indignation and alarm.

Now itis obvious that there must be some principle
on which all this re-actionary triumph of Rome de-
pends, and some active, able-directed agency, by which
that principle has been worked out.

That principle we believe to be simply this : Rome,
with her never-failing subtlety, has perceived the true
spiritual want of the age, and in manifold ways hasset
about meeting it. In the intellectual and cultivated
classes, that want has been a necessity for some prin-
ciple of faith and stability—among the poorer classes,
a necessity for the active ministrations of a vigilant
and missionary priesthood. Men of cultivated but
timorous minds have shrunk back from the conse-
quences to which the free spirit of universal inquiry
was leading them. The Church has artfully availed
herself of this recoil. Democracy in politics, infide-
lity in religion, have been represented as the inevitable
logical consequences of the two great principles—that
all power is derived from the people, and that all
judzgment on matters of faith should be frce. 'The
first principle of all Protestant churches, and the first
principle of all constitutional governments, have been
sidiously undermined on the ground that the one
leads to atheism, and the other to anarchy.

"The principles of blind faith and fixed authority—
of an unquestiouing assent and an infallible Church,
have been artfully held out as the sole means of
escaping from that moral claos which, according to

these teachers, threatens to engulph, in one wild con-

fusion, all existing Governments and all established
modes of worship. ‘I'he tasie as well as the intellect
of mankind has been pressed into the service of the
Chureh, and many a Protestant whom mere appeals
to the understanding would have failed to convinee,
has been perverted by an enthusiastic admiration for
that medixzval art, and that mediaeval lore, which is so
inseparably interwoven with the history of the Roman
Catholic Church.  Pugir has bewrayed many whom
Newman would have left untouched.

How the emissarics of Rome lave acted on the
poorer classes, was trimmphantly told by Cardinal
Wiseman, when contrasting the pomp of the Protes-
tant worship in Westminster Abbey, with the humbte
ministrations of the Catholic priesthiood amid the crime
and misery that arc huddled togetber under the sha-
dow of the beamtiful Cathedral.

Sucli, very shortly stated, we belicve to have been
the principles by acting on which, especially during
the Jast tweaty years, Rome has been enabled to do
more than win back the ground she lad lost.

But what has been the sceret, subtle, ever-present
agency by which these principles have been carvied
into eflect? We lare little doubt that when the
secret history of the late Papal re-zetion is laid belore
the world, it will be found that Rome has been again
indebted for her triwinph to that funous order which
Loyola founded, Clement the Fourteenth suppressed,
and Pius the Scvently, in the earliest part of the pre-
sent century, re-established. To have so profoundly
judged the true spiritual condition of the age—to have
so accurately measured and adequately provided for

the re-action sure to be generated by the cxtrava- |

gances of speculation, and (he Saturnalia of miscalled
liberly—to have conceived a scheme of such far-
reaching policy so clearly, and to have followed it out

50 unswervingly, demanded all the combined sagacity,

craft, and enterprise, which no society of men have
ever displayed in anything like the saine measure as
the-renowned order of the Jesuits. -

The only mede, we are convinced, in which the
Protestant Clurch of England, including in that term
laity as well as clergy, can reasonably hope to oppose
the increasing encroachments of Rome, is by so
reforming and purifying her ritual and government, as
to make it, in truth, what it now is only ie profession
—a living and eflicient representative of he real
Protestantism of England. If Ler rubric really fails
to prohibit such mummeries as those which Mr. Ben-
nett has just resigned his cure of souls rather than
abandon, let that rubric be efficiently reformed ; let
the forms of her scrvices and the order of her cere-
monials be brought inte something like reasonable
harmony with the wants and requirements of the time.
When all is done, the struggle for mastery may be
of doubtful issuc ; butif this, at all events, be not done,
success is hopeless indeed. ITow can that Church
hope to stand which alienates her best friends, by per-
mitting within her own pale the practicesand observ-
ances of her most inveterate foes?

BRITISH RELATIONS WITIH ROME.
(From the Spectalor.)

Agitation is a stormy sea, that commonly flows
faster and more fiereely than those intend who let it
loose: perhaps Lord John Russell did rot intend all
that has followed lis agitating letter to the Bislop of
Durham, The feeling evoked has become national
in its extent, headlopg in the fervor of ity alarm and
of its anger at the encroachments of Popery and the
intrusion of am alien authority. But the agitation is
now going beyond that point: the theological element
is creeping in, and from questions of authority carnest
agitators are extending the dispute to questions of
doctrine, If once the spirit of * Exeter Hall ? enter
into the arena, we shall be afllicted with a war of
scctional intolerances. The excitement which com-
menced in public is beginning to penetrate into families,
borne thither by enthusiasts who find too ready parti-
sans in the women. It is always bad for domestic,
peace when the agitation of public aflairs, especially
of spiritual matters, rcaches the softer sex: the
pricstly zealot has no partisan so bitter, no spy so
insidious, as the women of the household. Not only,
therefore, is the theological turn which the agitation
is beginning to take pregnant with inconveniences—
for hiow can theological ¢ truth ** be settled by public
meetings, or even by official commissioners 2—but it
may also be wounding to the community in the
tenderest part. Every cflort sbould be made to keep
the treatment of this inopportunc and embarrassing
subject to the political ground.

The Risorgimento of the 6th inst., contains the
following, under date Rome, 30th ult. :—-

T have been assured that Lord Minto has written
a letter to a high personage here respecting the Cath-
olic Hierarchy in lingland, with a recommendation
that it be communicated to the Court of Rome. Iam

informed that it has been read to M. de Rayneval,
the French Minister, who, being the most zealous and
oflicious friend of the Vatican, will walke it known to
his Holiness. It is said that Lord Minto describes
the embarrassment in which the Government of her
Britannic Majesty is placed, and aseribes to the want
of prudence with which the Bull, erecting Westminster
a diocese, bas been published, the prinful conss-
guences the Roman Catholics will have o underpo
should the prescnt ministry not be able to protect
them and treat them with the impartiality which
characterises the policy of TLord Jolm Russell.
Lord Minto, it appears, concludes by cxpressing
a hope that the Pope will adopt some measure caleu-
lated to remedy the evil, and calm the general effer-
vescence of the country.”

«TIIE SONS OF SCEVA—A WARNING
TO TIIE « PUSEY1ITES,”
(From 6 Correspondent of the Tublet.)

“'The (Pusecyite) Clergy are, in some cases, the oh-
ject of popular outrage more coarse and dangerous
than any which havo yet been offered to Catholica.  *

* * " We have reason to know that daily, oralmost
daily, since Lord John*s famous epistle, Mr. Bennett
has received lotlers threatening his life ; that he has
received parcels containing matler of the most loath-
some deseription ; and that he has been hooted in the
streets.  And the Sunday services of St. Barnabas
have heen attended, cver since lhe sume dafc, by mobs
outside, and distarbers within, &e., &e.*—The Guar-
dign of November 27, 1850,

" The présent condition of that section of ¢ her Ma-

jesty’s Clergy” commonly called the Puseyites, is

well cajeulated to excite the commiseration of ali
feeling persons.  3Ield up 1o the nation by the First
Minister- of the Crown as objects of hatred and
scorn—disowned hy their Bishops—derided by the
people—deserted by their followers—persecuted for
opingons ; without faith, without hope, without re-
nown, they resemble shipwrecked adventurers, who,
sitting helpless on some timbers of their lost vessel,
drifting on the ocean waste, sce the angry waters
sq'clling around them, their numbers rapidly dimin-
ishing the while, leaving the survivors a forlorn fer.
Poor dreamers! they have indeed been rudely
awakened to the disagreeable realities of their posi-
tion. Tmagining themselves 1o be the guides and
teachers of the lost sheep of Tingland’s fold, they
looked for a flock, and hehold they bare collected
around them a hierd of wild beasts, glaring at them
with savage looks, and gnashing upon them with their
teeth; they expecled a company of meelk disciples,
and lo! they are altended by a band of scofers;
they hoped to win the people, and behold ! the people
arc cager Lo deliver them up to the authority and
power of the Parliament.  Rash men; they talked
of the authoriy of the Churchin 1lie house which the
Stale built and maintained 5 they preached penance
and mortification in the Zistallishment of worldly
case and comfort. This was, indeed, to ¢ beard the
lion in his den” to disturh the wild boar in lis lair.
The result has been such as to surprise only the dar-
ing intruders on the creaturc’srepose.  The astonish-
ed beast, after many warnings given in vain, hus at
length risen with an angry start, and now, with stii-
fened bristles and champing of tusks, admonishes
those who trouble him to make good their retreat,
ere lie turns to rend them. But the Puseyites—or,
to be courteous, “ Anglicans”—are, for the wmost
part, men of a gentle nature, of cultivated minds,
and of delicate sensibilities, and the chief cause of
the injuries which they have reccived is their alleged
love for Rome. Whatever indignation, then, we
might fecel because of their perversity or surprise at
the blindness which prevents them secing that their
Church is but “the creaturc and slve of the
State,” is-swallowed up in a sense of profound pity,
on a view of their deplorable condition. Notin a
spirit of moclkery, therefore, but kindly to admonisk
them, we would recall to the memory of the would-be
“ Anglo-Catliolic” Clergy the history of the fate of
certain pretenders to spiritual power.

There were, in the days of St. Paul—f{or we are
about to quate from a source no less authentic than
the Acts of the Apostles—some Jews who were
much struck by the Apostle’s power over unclean spi-
rits. Now, these Jews would not submit themselves
to St. Paul’s jurisdiction; yet, they sought to use
his authority, and to wield the might of that Name
in the power of which he workeil the wonders they’
had witnessed. ~Accordingly, they ¢ attempted to
invoke over them that had evil spirits, the name of
the Tuord Jesus, saying: I conjure you by Jesus
whom Paul preacheth. And there were certain men,
seven sons of Scevaya chief Priest, who did thisi—
But an evil spirit. answering, said to them: Jesus [ .
know, and Paul I.know; but who are you? ~And’
the man in whom the evil spirit was, leaping upos -

them, acd mostering -them, prevailed against them;



