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PLLESS THE SECOND COM-
MANDMENT ¢
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One of the chsrges most commonly
mule against the Catholic Church in
Protcstant countries—and that not by
ignerant persons only, but often by
writers wio have some reputation for
canduur and learning,—is, that she en-
courages amongst her adherents an idol-
atrous use and “worship” of holy images,
such as is piainly “forbidden in the
Second Commandment”; and that, con-
scious of such image worship being anti-
Seripturnl, she is gnilty of “ totally sup-
pressing” that Commaudment in most
of her popular werks of inatruction; and
—in order to preserve the number of the
prohibitions in the Decalogue—of “split-
ting the Teuth into two separate com-
mandments.” .

Before giving a direct anawer to the
Protestant charge that the Catholic
Church “suppresses the Second Comnm-
mandment,”—i.e., the words *“ Thou shalit
not make to thyself any graven imnge,”
etc,, it is necessary to call attention to
the following fucts :—

1 That in the original Old Testament
Scriptures there is no mention of the
“ Ten Commandments” at ali, but
merely of the * Ten Wordy” delivered to
Moses.

2, That the original Hebrew had no
division of these “ Ten Words,” and that
many eminent Jewish authoritirs—e..,
Jonathun ben Uzziel, Maimonides, Aben
Ezra, and Moses ben Nachinan,—retain
the combination of what Protestants call
the First and Second Commuandments
{snd so fur sanction the Catholic divi-
sion), but regard as.the first “Word” the
opening declaration :—" { am the Lord
thy God, which brought thee out of the
land ,01' Egypt, out of the house of bond-
age.’ .

8. That the reason why Catholica re-
gard the Commandment, * Thou shait
not covet thy neighbonr’s wife,” as dis-
tinet from that which forbids the covet-
ing of his goods, is simply this :—That
us the Commandment against “stealing”
and that against *coveting one’s neigh-
bour's goods” distingnish the outward
act and the inward desire,—so0 the Com-
mandments against “ adultery ” and
“ coveting one’s neighbour's wife” distin-
guish the outward act and the inward
desire. Protestants themselves surely
cannot maintain that the sin of coveting
& man’s ox or ass is similar in kind to
the desire of seducing his wife !*

“ The Speaker’s Commentary,” a sland-
ard Protestant work, edited by the pre-
gent Archbishop of York,—admits (vol.
1. p. 337) that the Catholicdivision of the
Commandments was formally advocated
by Augustine fifteen centuries ago, and
“universolly adopted in the Western
Church until the Reformation ;" also that
“it is still retained by the Lwtheran as
well as the Romish Church.” Archdea-
con, Paley, the well-known Protestant
author of a work on the * Evidence of
Christianity,” in a sermon on Ezod. xx.
5 (published in his collected Works)
gays :—* The First and Second Command-
ments may be considered as one, inns-
much as they relate to the same subject,
or nearly s0. For many ages and by many
Chlurches they were put together and con-
sidered as one Commandment. The sub-
ject to which both relate is falss worship,
or the worship of false gods**

In Addis and Arnold's Catholic Dic-
tionary (p. 186) it is remarked, that the
Catholic division has * the whole weight
of Rabbinical tradition ” on its side ; and
fuether, that is ** the only one consistent

* It is objected that in the Hebrew of Exod.
xXx. 17, the words * Thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour’s house,” precede the prohibition
against coveling his wife; buithe LXX. ver-
slon placos “wife” first, as In Deut, v.2l. The
.order of several of the Commandments, as
-olted 1n 8t. Mark x. 19; 8t. Luke xviil. 2,
.differs from the Hebrew text. It should be
added that in Deut. a different word is used in
reference to wife (**Thou sball not dasire’—
.thakmod—* thy neighbour’s wife), and in re-
-terence to the olher objeots ('‘neither shalt
-thou covet '’ — hithavveh —* thy neighbour’s
.bouse,” &c.). This affords an additional argu-
: ment in favour of Catholic division,

*In Boripture the two prshibitions—of the

- worship of falae gods, and the worship of thelr
- images—usually appear as one Commandment.
~This i{s evident from such passager as Exod.
:xx,28: 1 Kings (Prot. Vers.) xlv.9; 2 Kings
xvii. g5,41; Isalah xIiv.15,17; and all those
‘textq, in which to ‘‘serve lmages” and W
~4 gerve other gods” 1s considered asthe same
-erime, and, of course, as & vlolation of the
. same Jommandment. o

*+ Thig |8 the aingle subject to which the pro-
! hibition of both Commandments relates—the
~gingle oase of alns whioh is guarded agalust.

with the Hebrew text, as usually found
in MSS. and printed editions. The text
is divided into ten _sections, which eor-
reapond precisely with our Catholic divis-
ion, These sections are admitted to he
very ancient, older even than the Maso-
retic text, and the FProlestant scholar
Kennicott found them so marked in 460
out of 484 MSS. which he collated.”
Coming now to the Protestant charge
of *‘suppression,” I remark that every
Cathiohc catechism or work of religious
instruction which professes to give the
commandements at longth, containg, of
course, the whole of what Protestants
are pleased to call the “ Second ” Com:
ment. It is quite true, however, that in
some small catechisms, intended for
young children or very illiterate pemaons,
the words referred to ure wholly or par-
tially omitted—and why® Simply be-
cause &!l the Commandments are given
in the brief and concise form in which
our Lord cited them, St. Matt., xix 18,
19, St. Mark x. 19; and St, Paul in
Rom. xiii. 9; and therefore about images
—which are only a part of the
First Commaidhment—ure omitted; just
in the same way auwl for the
same resson that  the seuntence,
tollowing *“ Honour thy Father and
Mother,” and * Remember to keep holy
the Seventh day,” are alwo invariably
omitted in the small Cntechisms.
Aceording to the Spealer's Commentary
(i. p. 336), Ewald, & learned German Pro-
tesiant, ** supposca that the original Ten
Commandments were all in the same
terse and simple lorm of expression as
appent- in the (Prot.) 1st, Gih, 7th, 5th,
and Otn, such as would be most suitable
for recollection, and that passages in
each copy (in Exod.and Deut.) in which
the most important variations are found,
where eomments added when the books
were written.,” Be this ag it may, Pro-
testants would lind it difficelt to pro-
duce, out of the whole Christian liter-
ature of the finst 1,50 years, any work
of instruetion in which the Comumand-
mente are given at length, as in the An-
glican Catechism. * In those copies of
the Commnndments,” says the Spealer’s
Comment .ry, ** which have been nsed in
difterent branches of the Church for the
instruction of its members, the form has
almost nlwiys been more or less abbre-
viated of n part or the whole of those
commmndnients which are the most ex-
punded in Exodos and Deuteronomv.”

Mauny eminent anthorities—TProtestant
as well as Catholic—consider that the
latter part of the First Commandment
(the Protestunt “Second ") was, in the
letter, intended only for the Jews. The
The late Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, says:—
“The Second Commandment is in the
letter utterly done away with by the facl
of the Imcarnation.” * {Stanley’s Life
of Arnold, vol. i. p. 315). And agsin
(vol. ii. p. 405), he writes during his
“Tonr to Rome and Naples through
France and Italy” :—"Now for Bourges
n little more.  In the erypt is a Calvary,
and fignres ns large a8 life representing
theburial of our Lord. The woman who
showed us the crypt had her little girl
with her; and she lifted up the child,
about three years old, to kiss the feet of
our Lord. Is this idolatry ? Nay, verily
it may beso; but it need not be; and
assuredly it is in itself right and natural,
1 confess I cather envied the child. Itis
not idolatry to bend knee, lip, and  heart
to every thought and every image of
Him, our manifested God!”

It seems very evident that, according
to the leffer, what Protestanis call the
“Gecond ” Commandment forbids not
only the worshipping, but even the
“muking " of “ any graven image, or the
jikeness of anything that is in the
heavens above, or in the earth
beneath, or in the waters under the
earth.” “ The Jews,” says the Spsaker's
‘ommentary (p. 331), “have imagined
Lxod. xx. 4to be a prohibition of the exer-
ciseof the arts of painting and sculpture...
Josephus charges Svlomon with & breach
of the law, on account of the oxen which
supported the golden ses, and tha lions
which adorned his throne (Antig. viii. 7.
3 4), and in direct contradiction of Exod.
xxxvi. 31, he denies that the veil which

* «1tis manifest to every Lhinking person
that the fact ofthe Incarnation is a virtual re-
peal of the Hecond Commandment. For in the
l:erson of Jesus Christ there was given us an

mage of God which we might and should re-
present to ourselves in our own mind; and
what our thoughts and minds may lawfally
and profitably dwell upon mey clearly be no
less lawfully and profitably presontad to onr
bodily sonses.” After argulng the poiut fully,
Dr. Arnald continues thus: *The Bible So-
clety, and other Bocletles ofthe same kind, can
have circulated the Scriptures tolittie purpose
if the glght of the Cross aud the Cruclfix wauld
indeed minister to superstition rather than to
godlinesd,” (Arnold’s Sermons, vol. mEBF' 40,
note. Quated in the Quard{an, Feb, 1, 1888),

concesled the most holy place was orna-
mented with living creatures” (Ankiq.
iii. 6, § 4). “From the time of the
Macoabees,” says another Protestant
writer, “the Second Commurndment was
generally understood by the Jews to for-
bid not only the worship of the likeness
of any living thing, but even the making
of it. .» . Origen Raserts that there wis
no maker of images among their citizens;
neither painter nor sculptor was in their
state” [{Adv. Celsum, iv. 31. See Smith
and Cheetham’s Dict. of Christ. Antig.
vol. i. p. 813). It would seem also, from
the writings of Clement of Alaxaudria,
‘Tertullinn, and others, that some of the
early Christiun Converts must have
adopted this Jewish interpretation of
the Commandment. “ It appears that
most of the Jewish converts would enter
the church thoioughly imbued with a
dislike of images; and it is probable
that many of the heathens would be simi-
larly affected towards them out of mere
horror at the idolatry which they had
forsaken.”

Nu doubt the early converls from
Judsaisin continned for some time to ob-
serve the Jewish Sabbath or “ Seventh™
day of the week (see Matt. xxtv, 20);
and fur & much longer period did they
regard ns still in force the prohibition
against “ eating blood and things stran-
yled,”—a prohibition which was actusally
re-enforced by the Apostles in the fist.
Council of Jerusalem (Acts xv. 20).
After a time, the Church, exercising that
power of “loosing ¥ which had been
given to her by Chtist (St. Matt. xvi. 19;
xviii. 18) entirely released the [aithfu)
from the obligation of observing these
onlinances; and exercising the same
puwer also in regard to the ceremonial
part of the First Commandment, ahe de-
clared that the prohibition of the arts of
sculpture and painting was no longer
binding on Christians, From the numer-
ous paintings, sarcophagi, &c., diacovered
in the Cutacombs at Rome, it is evident
that these arts were exercised by the
Christians, under certain necessary re-
strictions, from & very ecarly period.*
Representations of our Lord as * the
Goud Shepherd,” on the Eucharistic
chalices, and mentioned by TERTULLIAN,
who wrote at the end of the seccnd cen-
tury (De Pudicitia). It was not, however,
until the fourth century,—when heathen
persecutions had ceased, and the Chriat-
1ns were at liberty to erect everywhere
large and stately churches in honour of
God and His Saints,—that pictures and
images began to be comn:only employed
us religious ornaments, and as aids and
ineentives to Christian piety and devo-

tion.
* See Norihcote and Brownlow's Roma Satter-
rnei s
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RLELIGIOUS NEWS.

A woman's Catholic building has been
dedicated by Archbishop Ryan.

There now remain unsold only seventy-
five sets of the author’s edition of Dr.
John Gilmary Shea's ¢ History of the
Jatholic Church in the United States.”

'The Marquis of Bute has arranged to
address the members of the Scottish
Society of Literature and Art in January
on *‘St. Brendan’s Miraculous Voyage.”

Prince Malatesta, who took part in
1832 with Napoleon in the rising against
the Popein Romagnsa, has just died as a
I'rappist ot Aiguebelle at the age of 86.

Monsieur Renon, the new bishop of
Amiens, has been made a Chevalier of
the Legion of Hounor for chivalrous con-
duct while acling as chaplain during the
Prussian war,

Notwighstanding the vehement Orange
apposition to every Catholic candidate
for oftice in Michigau, two Catholics have
been elected to Congress, Hon. Jumes
Gorman and Hon. Thomas Addis Emmet
Weadock.

The Sisters of Good Shepherd, Chieago,
have purchesed a tract of land 300 feet
square at Racine and Seminary avenues,
for sixty-five thousund dollars. 'The site
is a superb one, and on it the sisters in-
tend erecting & fine building, the present
one being overcrowded.

This is the tercentary year of the
Quarant's Ore or Forty Hours' Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament. It was insti-
tuted by Pope Clement VIIL, whc, by
the Bull, “Graves et Diuturnae,” of No-
vember 25, 1592, establizshed the devotion
in perpetuity in the Roman churches.

.The Archbishop of Goa has issued &
circular letter on sacred music to his
clergy. He urges on the parish prieats
to instruct choir directors that all musie
which is too long, which savors of opera-

tic and wurldly tunes, which containsa
mutilated text and disgusting mPeti-
tions must be absolutely banished from
the churches.

Father Martin, the new general of the
Jesuits, is visiting Dublin, lrelaud, on
g;sineu connecled with the Jusuita

er.

The “Life and Journalism of Mr,
James A, McMaster,” is about tu be pub-
lished by Very Rev. Mark 8. Cross, of
Portland, Oregon.

The silver jubilee of the Episcopal
Consecration and the golden jubilee of
the ordination of Bishop O'Hara was
celebrated this week at Scranton, Pa.

The Moat Rev, Dr. Murrhy, Arch-
bishop of Hobart, Tasmanis, has secured
four prieata and three postulants of the
Presentation Order, who will labor in his
diocese.

A Greek priest, Rev. Constantinns
Papayani, arrived in New York on last
Tuesday, to assume charge of n Greek
Catholic Church ‘in that city. He is
married and has four children,

Mis. O'Neill, of Chicago, has deposited
£10,000 to the credit of Archbishop
Feehan, on condition that a tike anm be
raised by friends for the erectivm of &
new church in that city, for the colored
people. The Archbishop has headed the
subscription list with one thousand
dollara.

Baron Ludwig von Weber, & recent
convert to the Church, is now stuldying
for the holy priesthood at the celebrated
seminary at 8t. Meinrad, Spencer County,
Indiana. After he huas completed his
divinity studies he will devote himself to
the American missions.

The late AdmiralSaint Bon, the found
er of the madern irunclad navy of Italy
was o practical Catholic, and in 1865,
when he was a captain in the navy, he
refused to tight n duel, publicli' announc-
ing that he took this course becnuse he
way A Christian and a Catholic.

Pere Bezomibes, cure of Pibrac, has
heen elected Superior General of the
French priests of the Snered MHeart, dio-
c-aan missionaries, in place of the iate
Very Rev. Father St. Panl; and Father
Irat, his nagistant, in place of the late
Father Avignon.

Mr. Merwin-Marie Suell, who has for
the past three yearas been private secre-
tary to Right Rev. Joln J. Keane, D.D,,
rector of the Catholic University, has re-
signed his post and assumed the editor-
ship of & new bi-monthly magazine to be
called the Oriental Review.

If Archbishop Logue be chogen for the
next Irish Cardinal, the Catholics of Dub-
lin cannot well complain. The See of
Armagh is the oldesi of the Irish episco-
pates; its incumbent is the successor of
St. Patrick, and if Dr. Walsh be the pri-
mate of Ireland, Dr. Logue is the primate
of All Treland. Then Dublin has had
two cardinals already, so that il is oily
fair that Armagh should be honored
Hnow,

A cablegram from Rome to our es-
teemed contemporary, the Cutholic
Times, says: There is the most pro-
found rejoicing in all circles over the
announcement of the official notitication
of those who will be raised to the dignity
of the Cardinalate. ‘The importaht
papers bearing the furmal tenders have
heeu sent to the Archbishops of Arm.agh,
Westminster, Rouen, Tours, Cologne,
Seville, Ferom, Messina, the Primate of
Hungary, Bishop of Preslaun, Monseignori
Persico and Mocenni, Di Pictru, the
Nuncio at Madrid and Galimberti, the
Nuncio at Vienna, Congratulatory tele-
grams and letters have been sent to
those so signally favored, and the papers
publish many commendafory articles
concerning them. The Archhishops or
Westminster and Armagh will both come
to Rome carly in the new year.
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Derangement of the llver, without consiipa-
tion, injures the complexion, induce pimpies,
srilow skin. Remaove the cause by using .
G;rter’s Little Liver Pilla. One adose. 1ry
them. .

HOLIOWAY'S OINTMENT AND PILLS are the
best, cheapest, and the most ?opular remedles
at all seasons, aud under all eircumstances
they may he used with safety and with the
certainty of doing good. Eruptions, ras’.ss,
aud all desoriptions of skin diseases, sores,
Hicerations and burns are presently benefllad
and ultimately cured by these healing, sooth-
ing, and purifying medicaments. The Olint-
ment rubbed upon the abdomen checks ail
tendency t¢ irritation In the bowels, and
averts dlarrhces sod other dlsorders of the in-
tostines fr uentl{ prevalling ‘through the
fummer nﬁ‘& truit seasona. . Heal lumps,
blotches, pimples, inflammations of the skin,
muscalar pains, neuralglc aftections, aad en-
larged glands can be effectively overcome by
using Holloway’s remedies according lo the
instruations accompanying every pacicet,



