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&nest sprong with jy froin his rosting couch, and, his

aind urcharged with visions of þaut hàrrnro, prepared to

ses in the usual mmnner the day destined to usher in a

aight of crimes. The morning repast despatched, he again

essayed the poweri of bis magicpeeil; auddeniy hqflung

the instrument from him:with vehomence, and threw him-

self diatractedly into a chair.

What amn I about to do?" ho muttered; "resign all

hopes of future happiness !-.--.forwhat ? For the purpose
of rendering one persoh to death, another to crime, and s
third to misery ! This is terrible ! I will not do it. My
toved, my gentle, Elsi yet panti for mj return to my na-
tive village, and I wi!! return ; in the days- of my poverty
Wa exchanged vow,, which, in the bour of prosperity,

shall be failed. Ah ! last night the magle pen'cl brought
to my view the Signora Aloysia ; let me now see wliether
i will not prosent me with the form of Eloi. Yes, I shall
see how she is engaged, and perhaps, perhaps, find lier
praying for one whr has so long forgotten her." Thus
mayiag, ho crossed the studio, aud pieked op his tharmed
pencil.

He pased it over the canvass, and a4en there appeared
the interor of mn humble dweling ;" the fore-ground,
engaged it a spinninog-aheel, sat a . îyouig girl, just
brightening into womanhood, the very "Wsu ideal of laugh-
ing beauty minged with sonuibiliay. t är-her s t a youth,
who, with hurried gesture and anxiotiilook, was evident-
ly pleading a tale of love, wile mhei with smiles that
seeued to mock bis carnestnems, evidetly listen.ed to the
rustic with joyous and participating feeJp.ug,

"Oh horror !" shouted the painteri "what do isee ?
Viis unfaithfuil? Ay, thera s sit*, while the very man
whose addresse:h hai so ofien told nie shehated pleads
bis cause of love, nid is tacitly encouråged. This ha
decided me-Albysin shaill be mine-in my armas ale will
speedily forget the idiot Antonlo."

The day 6 passed mach in the sarne way in ail parts of
the civilized world. The poo': labour-the weahy idie
-the yon.ig aticipate with glee--tbe old look bac# with
regret-Death seizos on all alike 1 Bo passed that day
hWqerence ; in the morning àsh amd andsolomn service

ja the clx ,bea... u îod ii..,- .,

in the chg;hesù' attraeted itiereliginus, whet1hei ' h
fet, or morely in appearance ; afterwards the goy nd
crowded streets delighted the idler ; then came the siesta,
full otcbarms to the indolent ; while the varied deligh of
a bright Italian evening closed a day of miugled mirth and

grief, laughîter and weeping, life and reath'.

. I was ovening when the Count Aldini wended his way
to the palazzo di Santo Giuliano ; and, a% ho sought the
reost retired path. and with moody, half-concealed. con-
tenanre, evaded the inquiring glauce and rec6gnition of
tose who knew hima, atrange thoughts flitted across bis

raiL. , What a tangled web is humain life !" ho thoughsts
ap he refleced upon the events of bis own paut existence;
#ud lo ! a commientary presented itseif. At the termina-
tion of je eeurt which ho was traversing were two bouses
is juota-position--from ope came forth the oo.md of min-
4olins and of young clear voices singing love ditties-from
*t.other ismued the wail of sorrow, the sob of anguish, the

asp Qf despair ! ln the former house ail twa joy and
apeniment, for it was the anniversary of a young girl's
birthday, and ber companions had assembled round her
snd crowned ber with flowerosand proclaimed herqueen
of the night : in the other habitation thsere were but two
yrsons, and of these, on. >"slept 1rlhe sleep which knowvs

yo waking ;" the other was a female, about the same,age
as her more faavoured neighboar. . had no flowers
twined round her brow, but ber long black hair hung
Regligestly over her shoulders, as tho knelt by the sie
9f the dead, and mourned the loss cf the anly being who
had ever loved her' of the only friend she had ever known.

"Life is indéed a tangied web 1" repeated the Count
Aldini, as he drew hi. gorgeous cloak closer around hi.m,
énd, turning fIom the. house of mnournlng, quickensed his

otse/e-"B<and he irnost wise who grasþe all off'ered
hhfts.-4ittle time is there to b. wasted, truly." It isu
ipossible to íay what specie oflogio the cont empoyed
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d ewiti hiin; beburied wit him ; diate with brn dxtif
r4ayest arise,; wi iiipnayet be glorigeds wkIiiim

iaayest reig ; !eholdi Sdin ill bfismjety; òie
aka glorified in a Trinity of perons..dn Etract.

tà obtain that deddetiosce" iIh aiamo
a eat a most worthy disciple a' his eld d.

To 1jecontiriuel ;

0 R A T I ON 'QN TIE( T U TY
Br GREGeRY NÂzmAzzN.

Jerus is begotten !-)land and glWrfy. Me- descends
from heaven !-go forth tò mpet him. 'Ie stands upon the
earth !-be ye exalted to the' skies. ILet nhe whole'earth
sing unto the Lord. lesu i' manifeted 'in thfiesh f-

rejoice at once with joy and trembliug: with trembling, by
reason of tby transgression ; wiith joy, -by reaso ofi thy
hope. Who adorws ,ot Him. who existedfrom everlasting;
or glorifies not Him, who through Eternity shall endure?
Again darkness isdispersed ; again ialight created ; 15gypt

again is visited with darknes , lrael is again enlightened
by the fire-girt p)ar. Let the people who ait in the gloom
of ignorance behold the resplendent bearn of knowledge.
The ancient things have passed awny, and Io! all things
are new. The letier recedes, the spirit abounds,' The
ahadows fiee away, and the substance enters. The anti-
type of Melchiaedec is comne. Clap your hands ye nations!
for ' tnto uq a Son is born, and unt us na Cbild. is given,
whose government uhalal be upoo. hiashoulder.' LetJohu
proclaim, •1Prepare ye the way of the Lord.' I also will
proclaim the potency of this wonderous day. The.Incor-
poreal is invested with a form ; the brightness of the Word
in veiled ; the Invisible is beheld ; the Intangible is felt;
the Everduring is born in time ; the Son of God becometh

tie son of man. Let tihe Jews be scandalized ; let the
(entiles scoff; let the' heretics vexatiously dispute.

Then will thev believe, wlen they shal behold 'him re-

turning to the skies ;,pr, if not then, at least when tbey

shall behold Him descending from on high, and sitting as

their Judge .

But now receive, with gratitude, this gift of the concep-

tion. Leap and exuh, if not like John in the womb, at

lenst like ?iavid at tbhe resting of the.ark. Respect that

enrolment by which thou hast beeu registered.in the hea-i

venu ; and çenerate thL birth by wbich thon hast beeni

freed from the, aains of thy nativity. Honour lowly'
Betihle hem, for haífrestoredge ibto Paradise: rdvare

that manger, through which, when devoid of knowledge,
thou wert nourished by îhe Word. Move on, in concert

with the star ; and with the Magi present thine efferings,

-gold, and myrrh, and frankincense ; as unto a King, as

unto a nGod, ns unto him who died for thee. Glorif'y with

the shepherds ; join the dance of angels, and swell the

chorus of archangels! Let there be" an harmonous

concelebration of the earthly and supramundane pow-

ers ! Let one circumstnnce connected 'with his- birth

excite thy loathing and exprobation ; -the murder of' the

infants by command of Herod: and yet, thon shôuldest

reverence this also ; regarding it'as an oblation of those

whose age was the age of Jesus ; the forerunner of that

novel sacrificè. ,Does he fIlee unto Egypt? Eagerly

participate his flight: it is an ennobling thing te flee with

Jesus in bis persecution. Does he linger in Egypt? San-

mon him froin thence, hy adoring him even there. Pass

blamelessly through every age of Christ, and througlh all

his virtues. Be purified a becometh his disciple ; be

circomcised in heart ; rend the veil of thine earthly gene-

ration. Teach in the temple, and drive ftom thence the

traffickers in sacred things. Consent .to* be stoned, if it

ho needfui: thsot shalt escape thy persecutors, ansd shalt

pass securely ihrough the msidst, as did thy Saviour ; for

the Werd was nlot stoned. If thou shouldst be bronglit

before Hlercd, answer nloT. He will reepect thy silence

more than the protracted speech of othera. If like -Christ,

thou should be scourged, be emuTous of thse sufferings

which yet remained,' Since asou hast tasted cf i, thon

must taste the gall and must drik ae vinegar. Sekf

be spit uapon, to be stricken, ta bo buffoted ; sulimit ta be

crowned wit thorns,-.the sharp trials attendant on a life

ni holiness. Be invested with thei searlet robeg; receive

the reed inghine hand,; and be scoffingly adored gy these

who deride tho trut,. stlat, b. crcieâthlm

Br WAsHI GTONIAvXNG.

Of all the old festivals, that of Cbristmhs awâkens the
strongest and most beartfelt assocatiqns. Thre"j ,- a
tOue of sacred and solemn feeling, that ble iðagith our
cenviviality, and lifts the spirit to a ste of liallowed and
elevated enjoyment. The services cf the. chugieh about
this season are extremely tender and inspiring. They
dwell on the beautiful story of the origin of ou. faith', and
the pastoral scenes that accompanied its announcernent.
They gradually inc/ease in fervour and"pathos dIring the
slason of Advent, until they break forih lufaulI ju6ilee Qn
the morning that brought peace-and goçd--wâikto men;

It is a beautiful arrangement,also, derived fromLdays:of
yore, that this festival,-wbich.commemorates the nnounce-
ment of the religion of peace and love, has been made the
season for gathering together of family connexions, and
drawing closer again thoÉe bands of kiidred ehaits, wich
the cares and pleasures und se-rows of the woô'd're con-

tinually operating to cast Toose ; of:calliig back the' chi-
dren of a family who have launched forth in ife, and- wan-

dered widely asuncier, once ·more.to assemble.about the

paternal hearth, that rallying place ofthe affections; there

to grow yonng and loving again among. the endeaing ,re-

mentos of childhood. ..

There is something in the very season of they.eaj, that

gives a charm to the festivity of Christmas. At other
times we derive a gregt portion of our pleasures fomin the
beauties of nature. Our feelings 5ally forth, and dissipate
themselves over the sunny landscape, and we "live abroad
and eveiy where." The song of the bird, tlië iurirmur of

the stream,. the .breathing fragrance of opring, the soft

voluptuousness of summer, the goldën pÔrnip q sa nmn,
earth, with its mantle of rèfreshing àgreen,' aídieaven,
with i(s deep, delicious blue,' and itscloudy- magaience,
all fill us with mate but.exquisite delight,-and we revel i.
the luxury of mere setsation. But in thedepthof iFnter,
whent Nature lies despoiled of every chani'. and rappei
in her shroud of sheeted snow, we turn for oar grtigca-
tions to moral sourbes. The dreariness .andesoftlon of
she landscape, the shart, gloothy days, and drksome
nights, w hile they circumscribe our wanderings,, sut in
our feelings, also, from rambling abroad, and make us

more keenly disposed for theopléasurer of#thesôciaIire!e.
Our thoughts are more concentrated ; our friendly'sympa-
thies more aroused.' We feel more sensibly the eborm of

each other's society,-and are brought more elhsely together
by dependenre on each other for enjqyment., :ieart

èalleth unto heart,and we draw our pleasures from the

deep wells of living ,kindness, which' lie in the deyp re-

cesses of our bosoms, and.hic, when resoztçd1te, furnisi

forth the pure element of Ilógiestic felicity. Theitchy

gloom without makes'hearfs dilate on enterin thie room

filled with the glow and warth ofthe eveni bire,.f i The

ruddy blaze diffuses an a 1 Summer and' sunshine

through the room, aud ligits uip eaelidountenarnce loto a

kindlier welcome. Where does the-ionest 'ficel4 hos-

pitality -spand into a bronder and rnore cordialL'smile-

where is the shy glance of love more sweetly elogent-

than by the winter fire-side ? And, as the hollbwblast of

wintry wind rushes through the hall, claps. te distant-

door, whistles about the casement, and rumbles down the-

chimney, what cap be more grateful than thafqling of

sober and sheltered security, whhich.weJleak round

upon the conmfoable chamiber, and the scene of domeatur

hilarity -,.

Q~UALIFICAT!oNs FOR MTRIMONY'.--o Woe

ught to be permited tab eii r up n a thir menta~ o e io ,
nubiaity witbu eigabe tda hr, et. oat
seat a pair of unwhispoera!< be aIact.#lrBt

a joint of ment,. roil a steakaa~ k udiq ng

manufacture freek fogUita raypon#jbi1tc,
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