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ANECDOTES OF BOOKS AND AUTHORS. l

Juana ‘Inez de la Cruz.~—Juana Inez de la Cruz was born in’
I\member, 1651, a few leagues from the city of Mexico. Her:
father, a Spanierd, had sought wealth by an establishment in;
Amenca where he married a lady of the conntry, bct of Spanish!
extraction. Juana, the fruit of this - union, displayed io early
childhood a passion for letters, and .an extraordinary facility ini
the comnposition of Spanish verse. At.eight years of age she was
placed by her parents with an uncle, who resided in Mexico ; he:

caused her to receive -a learned education. Her talents having !,
I

attracted notice ‘and distinction, she was patronised by e lady |

of the viceroy, the Marquis de Mancera, and, at the age of seven-
teen, was received into his family.

A Spanish encomiast of Juana relates 2 curious anecdote re-
specting her, communicated to him, as he affirms, by the viceroy.
Her patrons, filled with admiration and astouishment by the powers
and attainments of their young protezé, determinedto’ prove the
extent and solidity of lier erudition. 'For this purpose they invit-
ed forty of the inost eminent literary characters of the country,
‘who assembled to examine Juana in the different branches of
_ lenrnmg and science. Questions, arguments, and problems were

*.accordingly proposed to her by the several professors in philo-
sophy, mathematics, history, theology, and poetry, allofwhich
she answered with equal readiness and skill, acquitting herself to
1he entire satisfaction of her judges. To thisaccount it is ndded,
that she received the praise extorted on this occasion by ber ac-
quirements with the most perfect modesty ; neither did ‘she, at
any period of her life, discover the smallest tendency to presump-
_tion or vanity, though honoured with the title of the fenih muse ;
humility was her distinguishing characteristic.  She lived forty-
four years, twenty-seven of which she passed in the convent of
St Gerowmin, where she took the veil, in the exercise of the|
most exciplary virtues.

In the fervour of her zeal she wrote in her blood o confession
of faith.  Sho is said to have collected a library of four thousand
volumes, in the study of which she placed her delight ; never-
theless, towards the close of her life, she sacrificed this darling !

; On the duke’s return'to court, he said to the king, ** Brother,
vouare greatly to blame that you dont’t have that old rogue,
' Miiton, hanged.”’

t ** What !”” said the king, ¢ have you seen Milton ?

““Yes,” answered the duke, ] have seen him.*’

*¢ In what condition did you find him 2

¢« Condition } why, he isold, and very poor.”’

¢ Old and poor,”’ said the kirg, *“ and blind, too 2 You are

a fool, James, to have him hanged ; it would be doing him a

service. INo ; if he is poor, old, and blind, he is miserable enough

in all conscience ; let him live.”

| Blucklock.—Blacklock, the poet, certainly much better known
for his Llindness than for his renius, happened to call upon Hume,
ithe historian, one day, and began a long dissertation on his misery,
‘bewailing his loss of sight, his large family of children, and his
jatter incapacity to provide for them, or even te supply l.hem at
that moment, with the necessaries of life.

Huwme himself was at that period so little a fuvourite of fortune,
{rom tlie smallnes of his paternal fortune, and the scantmes:. of
his collegiate stipend, being then a member of the umversxt),
that he had solicited, and just then received through the strenu-
ous’interest of a friend, an university appointment, worth about
forty pounds per annun. _ '

The heart of the philosopher, however, was softened by the
complaint of his friend 5 and, being destitute of the pecuniary.
means of immediate assistance, he ran to his desk, took out the.
newly-received grant, aud presented it to the unhappy poet, with
:a promise, which he faithfully performed, of using his best interest
'to have the name of ITume changed for that. of Blacklock. In
'this gencrous attempt he was finally successful ; and by his noble
!phllamhlop), had the pleasurc of saving his friend and famlly
from starvation.

La Hurpe.~The academy of Rouen having proposed a sub-

read, the judges were unanimous in acknowledging the ‘superi-
cority to two odes, and the difficulty that now nrose was to which

propensity for the purpose of applying the money which she ae-
quired by the sale of her books to the relief ol the indigent.
However heréic may be the motive of this self-denial, the recti-
tnde of the prmc:ple is doubt(‘ul the - cultwanuu of the mind,

. with it u1ﬁuence' u
: j"“lhim the pnrual reluef of pocummy exlgances. CR

‘ ~Juana- wns not less lnmented at her doath thnn celebmted and
vespected durmw het life ;- her wrilings were collected - in three
quarto volumes, tn which are pxpf‘wd numerous panegyrics upon
the author, both in verse and prose, by the most illustrions per-

pon somely, isn moro real beneﬁt 1o, munkmd :

that they were unable to decide otherwise, they determined to
divide the prize between their respective authors. On opemuo
the sealed billets sent with them, they found in each the nnme uf'
La Harpe. . :

‘Catherine Cockburn.-—-Cathenne Coclxbm' - whose poetlcnl

who is better known to posterity by her able ¢¢ Defenice  of | the,'
Eesay on the Human Understanding,” -and other metaphyslc'll
lucubrations, was the youngest daughter of Captain David Trot-
ter, o native of Scotland, and a naval ofticer in the reign of Charles

sons of old and new Spain.. It is observed by the Spunish critic,
Father Feyjoo, that the compusitions of Juana excel in ease and
clegance, rather than in energy and strength, This is, perbaps,
w some degree, attributable to the age in which she lived, and to
the subjects of her prodactions, which were principally compli-
ments addressed to her friends, ar saered dramas, for which an
uhsurd aud senseless superstition aflforded the materials.

Dr. Watls.—lt was so natural for Dr. Walts, when achild,
to speak in rhyme, that even when he wished to avoidit, he
could not. 1Ilis futher was displensed at this propensity, and
threateved to  whip him il he did not leave off making verses.

‘tions of genius, by some extemporuary verseson an sceident

II. Onthe death of her futher, who fell a victim to the plague
at Scanderoon, she was still a child.  She had given carly indica-

which, passing the street, excited her attention, Several of her re-
lations and friends happened to be present on the occasion, among
whom was her uncle, a naval commander. This gentleman,
greatly strack by such a proof of observation, faculty, and talent
tin o child, observed with what pleasure the father of Catherine,
who possessed a peculiar taste for poetry, would have witnessed,
had he been living, this unpremeditated effusion. Catherine, by
application and industry, made herself mistress of the Irench

Oneday when he was about to put his threat into exccution, the
child burst out into tears, and, on his knees, saild—

 Pray, father, do some pity take,

Aund I will o more verses make.”
' Dryden.—Dryden, who wag notoriously poor, was onc evening
in company with the Duke of Backingham, Lord Dorset, and
sotre other noblemen of wit und genius. It happened that the
conversation, which was literary, turned on the ast of comyposition
and elegance of style ; und, after some debate, it was agreed that

cach party should write something on whatever subject chanced ||
imore than twenty-two years of age.

tv strike his imagination, and plice it under the candlestick for
Alr. Dryden’s judgment.  Most of the company took wicommon
vains 10 outdo each other, while Lord Dorset, with mueh com-
pesure, wrote two or three lines,

the placo agreed on. The rost having finished, the arbiter opened !

the leaves af their destiny. In going through the whele he dis-
covered strong marks of plessure and satisfaction ; but at onein"

particular he secmed in raptures. ¢ I muost acknowledge,” says!

. . 0
Itryden, ** there are abundance of fino things in my hands, and

sucli as do Lonour to the personages who wrote them ; bnt Tam
under the indispensablo necessity of giving the highest preference
to my Lord Dorset. I must request that your lordshipswill hear
itoand helieve all will be satisfied with my judgment :—

" I promise to pay John Dryden, or order, on demand, the
sum of ive hundred pounds. Dorser.”’

Millon.—The Duke of York, in the hey-day of his honours and
greatness, went to satisfy a malignant curiosity, by visiting Milton
in his own house. He asked him if he did not regard theloss of
his SIU’hl as a judgment for his writings against the kirg, Dilton
replied, calmly, ** If your highness thinks calamity an mdication
of Heaven’s wrath, how do you accouut for the fate ofthe king,

and carclessly threw thewm to})

language without any instructor ; she also taught herselfto writé.
In the study of the Latin grammar and logic she had some assist-
ance ; of the latter she drew up an abstract for her own use. In
1698, being than anly fourteen years of age, she addressed soms
lines to Mr. Bevil Higgins, on his recovery from sickness. In
her seventeenth year she produced a tragedy, entitled ¢ Agnes de
Castro,’’ which was acted with applause atthe Theatre Royal in
1696, and published, but without her name, the following vear,
with a dedication to the Earl of Dorset : and when she wrote her
“Defence of the Essay onthe Human Understanding,” she was.no
Mr. Locke himself was
pleased to say of this defence, in a letter to the fuir nuthor, ** You
have hereby not only vanquished my adversary, but reduced me
also absolutely under your power, and left no desire more strong
tin e, than that of meeting with some opportunity to assure you
ete.

'with what respect and submission 1am,”’

Grotius.—Hugo Grotius, at the age of eight years, is said to
thave composed verses, which an old poet would not have disa-
vowed. At the age of fifteen, he maintained theses in philosophy,
mathematics, and jurisprudence, with greatapplavse. The follow-
ing year he went to France, where he attracted the unotice
of Henry 1V. On his return to his own country, he
pleaded his first cause at the age of seventeen, having previously
published commentaries on Capella and Aratus. When only
twenty-four years of age, he was made advocate-general of Rot-
terdan

Cowley.—Cowley, losing his father atan early age, was left to
the care of his mother. In the window of their apartment lay
qpenser s Fairy Queen ; in which he very early took delight to
read, till, by feeling the charms of verse, he became, as he re-

jeet for a prize in poetry, when the pieces for competition were;

ito give the preference ; at length, after long discussion, f'ndmm-

product,ons procured her the name of the Scottish Sa.ppho, but_.

pensity for some certain science or employment, which.is com—

this poems was printed, containing, with ather poetical composi-
,}uons, “The Tragical History of Pyrantus and Thisbe,’” written
when he was ten years old ;- and ¢ Constantia and Philetus,”
written two years after. And while still at school, he produced
'a comedy of a pastora! kind, called ¢¢ Love’s Riddle,” though it:
was not published till he had been some time at Cambridge.

Laconics.—Beware of the ruinous practice of  pledging your-
goods and clothing ; poverty, misery, and degradation are its in:
evitable consequences.—Let the management of your family, the-
peace of your house, and the peace of your neighbourheod be.

your constant study. - Let hoth husband " and. wife exercise pa-

one another- sincerely.
house, and never suffer-more than one to speak at-a- time. Let:

the children see that 1hey love and obey theit’ parenta, love’ their-
brothers and sisters, keep from bad company, improve l.hexrmmda,'

unite in every good work, study your present prospenty and “your

gain, and never trust to *¢We shan’t disagree about mﬂes. ,
Many friends are lost by ill-timed jests : rather lose your best ]est-
than your best rrlend —Sir John DBarleycorn is a stout knight,
but a wicked and cunning knave, and does much mischief before

that smiles abread, but flashes fury amidst the cnresses of a ten-

;der wife and children.—Never defer that till to-morrow which you-

can do to-day, nor do that by proxy which you can do yourself.
Lire is bnt short, no time can be afforded but for the indul-

cence of real sorrow,
mentous. -—Let us not throw away any of our days upon. useless .
resentment, or contend who shall hold out Jongest in stubborn

to" be qumkly reconcﬂed —Di. Jahnson

'I hope I offend nofié. i1 do—the greuter the necemty to sz,peu.ki

.Oﬂt

'four times as much daily for drink ! Miserable man, thoa art poor
undeed v_Benjamin Franklin,

SincuLaR MARRIAGEs.—A widower at Campden, who was.
not very young, became smitten with a young and beautiful girl,
\and married Lier. A short time after, the son of this man by a
'former wife, becameé also in love not with a younger person, but
‘with the mother of the father’s new wife, a2 widow Jlady still in.
'the bloom of life. e offered himself, and soon the young man
}and the widow were united in the bands of matrimony, so thatin
consequence of these two connexions, a father becomes the son-
in-law of his own son, and a wife not only the daughter-in-law of
her own son-in-law, but still more, the mother-in-law of her own
mother, who is hersell daughter-in-law of her own davghter,
while the hushand of the latter is the father-in law of his mother-.
in--latv, and father-in~law 1o his own father.  Singular confusion
may arise, if children should spring from these 'peculiar marri-

ages. :
‘Carrerine pE MEpicis.—When the infamous Catherine.
of Medicis had persuaded Charles IX. of. France to massacre all®
the Protestants in the kingdom, that detestable Prince sent orders
to the Governors of the different Provinces, to put all the Hugo-
nots to death in their respective districts —*¢ Sire,** answered
one Catholic Governor, who will ever be dear to humanity, 1T
have too much respect for your Majesty not to persuade myself
that the order I have received must be forged ; but if, which God
forbid, it should be really your Majesty’s order, I have too much
respect for your Majesty to obey it.”’
e —
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your futher 3 T have lost but my cyes---he lost his hesd.”

‘lates irrecoverably a poet. ““Such,”” says Dr. Johnson, “‘are the
accidents which, sometimes remembered, and perbaps sometimes

Books, Pamphlets, Bank Checks, Cards, Circulars, Posting and Shop.
Bills, etc. etc. will be neatly printed. ;

forgotten, produce that “particular designation of mind, and pro-. E

moly called genius.”” Cowley might be said to-* lispin numbers,’””
and gave such early proofs not only of powers of* language, but. .-
of the comprehension ol'thmgs, as-to more tardy zmnds, seems - " 
Iscarcely credible. When only in his thirteenth year, a volume of =

tience, forbearance, and forgiveness towards each other, andlove.
Do not suffer noise-and clamour in the.

and aim at respectability in the world.—Let _your whole family

men are aware of him.—Nothing is more odious than the face

or contests upon questions seriously mos.

m'Lhnnuy Tt is best not to be ann'ry—-and best, in lhe next p]uce,

fature welfare, and be détermined to live as yon would wish fo
die.—Whenaver you buy or sell, let or hire, make a_ clear har— :

]

Every man iz able convement]y to take a newspaper. How.. -
imany who think themselves too poor to take a. newspaper, pay



