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iearned, arguments are drawn from the phra-
seology of our Authorized Version as found in
St. Matt. iii. 16, and xvviii. 19. The former
verse, ' And Jesus, when he was baptized, went
up straightway out of the water." From this
it is argued that He must first have gone down
into, or oven under the water, and se was of
course immersed, whon immediately He came up
out of the water. Against this their argument
we tan uow not only refer to the passage in the
Revised Versicn, but also, and perhaps with
mlore silencing effect to the passage as trans-

teil in the Baptist iNew Testament. There we
fii this: "And having been immersed, Jesus
vent up immediately from the water." But of

course it is there stated that He had been in-
învrsed. The other verse in our A. V. reads:
-(o ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them." As the other passage is quoted
to support the Baptist mode of Baptizing, so
thlis is quoted to support their view of the alono
prolper subjects for baptism. They argue that
the Apostles were to teach the people first and
tieu baptize them. whence they must b of in-
telligent age. Now, against this, we cai quote

t only the R. V., but the very Immersion,
Testament itself. Thero it reads: " Go, there-
fore, and disciple ail the nations."

Iis criticism or review of the Baptist New
Testament wiill net increuse any sort of regard
for the scholarship, not to say fer the sincerity
Lnd honesty of its translators, nor for the cause
it was meant to serve. The Baptists still use
the Authorized Version of the Scriptures, made
b)y the Church of England, and exert ail their
ingenuity and casuistry to turn its teachings
against the teaching and practice of the Church
of England.

TlI'E CHURCII OF ENGLAND AND THE
ROMANISTS.

'The foùllowing letter, dealing with the oath of
Canonical obedience in use in pro-Reformation
times, from the pen of Canon Dixon, is of con-
silerable importanlce, and throws new light on
al miatter whiclh bas beei obscured by the efforts
of Rronan controversialists to deny the indepen-
enet of the English Church before the breach
witli Rome :-

Sir : The points raised by the R>manists in
>up1port of their contention that the Church of
England is net the same that existed in Eng-
land beore the Reformation, are mainly con-
verning the Supremacy and concerning
p ropjerty'.

Thus, it is said that 'l overy Bishop in Eng-
land before hie so.called Reformation wasoblig-
ed to take an oath acknowledging the Papal
ii[premacy." The oath in question was, I sup-

pose the oath of canonical obedience given in
luriet (Pt, i. Bk. ii., year 1532), " to St. Peter
anl to the loly Church of Rome, and to my
lord the Pope and his successors, canonically
eniterinîg." This eath is of some longth
:i gocs into various branches, containing,
amtong other things, as p2rhaps its strongest
poiit. a promise " to defend and augment the
rights, honours. privileges authorities of the
sec of Iome," and aise a promise to " prosecute
aill heretics, schismatics, and rebels to the Holy
Fatlier." It contains no acknowledgment of
l'apal Supremacy : nor does such a term occur

IL was regularly limited by the oath which
lre.efornation Bishops took at the same time
tIo tIe King; the first words of which were that
they did " utterly renounco and clearly forsake
all uch clauses, words, sentences and grants
whlich they lad or should hereafter have of the
l'ope's holiness that in any wise had been, was,
or hereaftel might be, hurtful or prejudicial
to tlle ling, his dignity or state royal.

The one oath was so qualified by the other as

to leave the Royal supremacy intact. The
Royal supremacy always existed in England-
that is, the doctrine that the King had no
superior in his dominions. When Henry VIII.
took the title of Supreme load be did not bring
in a new principle, but asserted (too violently,
it may be) an inherent principle of the English
realm.

What the Pope had in England was not
supremacy, but primacy,with a certain admitted
jurisdiction, which he had uhfortunatoly a ten-
dency to augment unduly.

This oath to the Pope bas a somewhat curious
history. It was not of very venerable antiquity,
if it was no eider than the time of Archbishop
Denc about 1500, under whose name Parker
gives it (De Antiq. Brit. 452). When Cranmer
was consecrated lie took this oath ; and it bas
been remarked that in taking it, he omitted
or altered several clauses. It bas not, loweve',
been remarked by any writer that Cranmer did
not originate those alterations himself. le
simply returned te the oath as it was in Done's
time, and his oath at his consecration was word
for word the same that Done took at his. li
the interval between them the oath had grown
stronger by receiving the additions wbich Cran-
mer took away. Aniong then were the abovo
quoted promises to defend and augment the
rights, honours, priviloges and authorities of the
sec of Rome, and to prosecute ail heretics, schis-
matics, and rebels te the loly Father. It is
remarkable, further, in the history of this catih,
that ail these additions wore omitted not onlv
by Cranmer, but by Polo also at his consecra-
ton ; and that Pole's oath and Craurner's oath
wei word for word the sanio. Tt may be add-
cd as to Polo that ho received his temporalitios
and letters patent containing a clause that ho
renounced anything prejudical to the realm in
the Papal Bull providing him te Canterbury;
and this clause was inserted after the reconcilia-
tion of the kingdom in Mary's reign, and
was used in about a dozen episcopal appoint-
monts.

An oath with such a history shows, what
overything cise shows, that the natural in-
dependence of the Church of England was not
taken away by the admitted primacy of the
Church of Rome. The Bishops who took it
were not Roman Catholics,but English Catholics
in communion with Rome. Our forefathers were
always very watchful of the Pope.

At the reformation, as some have said, men
who had taken this oath to the Pope took ai oatih
against him, declaring that " nicithir the Seo
nor the Bishop of Rone bath or ought to have
any jurisdiction, power, or authority within
this realm, neither by God's law, nor by any
other just law or means ;" and this oath was,by
Act of Parliament in the year 1544 (35 lion.
8. 1). They would not have donc so if they
had held that their Church was Roman Catholic,
that to be of the Roman obedienee was neces-
sary to the being of their Church, or that nona
could bc Catholic but Roman Catholics. So far
were they from this opinion that fourteen years
before, in 1530, it the beginning of the Refor-
mation, the Convocation of the clergy potition-
cd the King te stop the various exactions of the
Pope,which impoverished their benetices ; affirm-
ing that to pay first fruits to the Pope was
alienation , and requosting that, if the Pope
endeavoured to enforce his imposts, the King
would withdraw the obedience of himsolf and
his people from the sec of Rome. [ilddress (o
the King for an Act to abolish Annates.-Strype,
2 Me., Ap. 41.] R. W. DIxoN.
-Church Times.

TUE CHURCH OF ChRIST.

In most places of any size in these days we
find a number of men formed into a society to
look into the history of the past as regards the
lifo of the families to which its members belong.

The desire te trace their genealogy is a laudable
onle, and the fatcts gathered togother regarding
the peculiar traits and dispositions of their an-
cestors serve to induce them to hve thoir own
lives along the historie lines. Now wo Church-
men profess and eall oursolves members of the
family and household of God, and wo includo all
in ee terni, " the Churclh of Christ." In this
farmily we trace our genealogy ris Christians
back to the days of the Apostlos, and the more
diligently wo s urdy the records, and the ioro
reverontly we trace the evidences of our con-
noction with the saints of' old, the more are wo
inipressed witl the grandeur of our famnily iis-
tory. and with thle goodlines of our horitaga.
To remind ourselvos of thoso things, lot us re-
caill briefly the principal points ot' that history,
and the facts upon which as a sure foundation
ihe glorious superstrurctuîro, the Church, las

boon built.
It carn scarcely ba dcenied that in those days,

if over, thre is urgent nod on the part of
Churchion to look to tlie grotund of thair faith,
and to their reasons for strictly iaintaining
that faith. Unpalatablc as the statonent may
ba to sonie of us, it is, navertholcss, truc that
many Ciiurchmen have not yet grasped the
full neaning of their narnborship in Christ's
family, and are, in consequence, unawaro of'
the duties they owo to its Divine Founder and
leud.

ut may liailp to a botter uînderstanding of
their duties if th following notes by the Rov.
JI. R. Morrill, of Missoiri, are carofully coii-
siderod :

a -" Christianity a Divine lReligion.'"
The religion of Jostus Christ is not only the

dominant religion of the Englishr speaking
people, but it is the ultiiate religion for the
wholo iuman race; in it alono are ail of man's
roligious noods met and satisfied; in it alone
can man find cleansing from the pollution of
sin, freedoi from its powver, and etarnal lite iii
the prosence of God hereafter. This r-hgion
was establisied by the Divine leid of the
Church more than eighiten ihuntred ycars ago,
and has bean porpotuated anong mon hy the
instrumentality which Christ Itimslif provided,
llis Holy Churci, the pillar arid ground of
truth, the witncss and keeper of lioly Vrit,
the mystical body of Christ, inldwelt by tihe
Holy Spirit, ilor guidc aid comforL ter.
b.-" The Church planted in Blritain."

This Ioly Cliurî'clh of' Christ was plantel ii
the Britishi Isles in the Apostolic Ago, and hits
had a contirinuous, unbroken existence fromt [that
day to this. She is the saine Church now that
she was in tha days of the Apostles, and nun-
bars in lier communion thirty million suijis.
She is found all over the world, in India, China,
Japan, Africa, Canada, Australii, Groat Britain,
the United States, and everywhero shie is the
same Ciurci, with the saune loly iinistry, the
sane Moly Scripturo, the sane hioly Sacra-
ments, the saine Apostolic Doctrine, the sarne
divine Liturgy; a constant witniess to the un-
chaugoable religion of lier divine Iiead rand
Founder.

c.-" Thce Cihurcl Coinprehensve."
The English Church lias not only tauglt th

divine religion of' the Christ from tne carliost
ages, in ail its fullness, without diminution or
addition, but she lias shown herself to be >os
sessed in the highest degroo of' the flexibility
or adaptability to ail classas and conditions of
mcn, that alono renders the sprad of the Gos-
p se universal. She lias brougit undor its
sway the Dano, the Celt, the Saxon, the Nor-
man, and moulded themr into mne harmon.Mus
whole. And in lier foreignr missions, in China,
.Fapan, Irdia, Africa, A ustralia, in fact in ail
the world, she produces the sarne type of sturJy,
honet, onergetic, self-respucting itirinhouj
whiclh is characteristic of lier power tx shape
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