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PAPAL SUDPREMACY.

The wide disseminnton of Christianity through-
out the Ruman Empry leaving many of the elergy
without facilities for intercommunication with their
moreilearned and expericneed }nellm-n, it was not
unnatural that heresies should spring wp, and
create the desire amongst those whe adhered to
the true and aneient fuith of such a union as shouwid
prevent the propagation of error.  The simple univn
of the Churches of # city or of a distriet under one
Bishop was felluwed abuut the end of the second
century, first in the Eastern and then in the Wes-
ern Chureh, by the convening of unnual or semi-
annual synods of the Bishops within travelling dis
tance, and as the meetir gs were usnally held in tie
chief city of the ]»rutmu- the I Mnup of that city
seems to havo heen given precedence by courtesy,
and thus to have rlruppcd into the position of con
veners and presidents. Althoush were conveners,
the position no  doubt gave them influence
above that of their ft:“()w-];hhup‘i 0 that ere Juny
the metropolitans of Heme, Autiveh, Alexandria,
and atterwards Constantinople, acquired undue
pre-eminence. Rume being the chiet city of the
Empire, and the Church there being the lnrgest and
the only one which claimed 1o have been fuundad
by an apostle, was elways honored, but no peeuliar
rights or authority were covceded to it natil the
beginning of the fourth century, when the Emper-
or Constantine became a Clristian, converts were
numerous, the clergy increased, and the Iloman
Bishopric beeame 5o wealthv that the Pope of that
city was enabled to giveaid to the poorer Churches
throughout the Empire. Iven the motropolitan of
the Eustern Chureh conceded the first place to the
toman Pope, lo whom, moreover, the Council of
Sardica decrced that ull Bishops condemned of the
Arinn herery should be permitted {o appeal.  Few
availed themszelves of this right of appeal, and
there was absolutely no recognition of spiritusl
supremacy nor of right of interference until near
the middle of the fifth century, when the Kmperor
Valentininn enacter] that all Bishops of the West-
ern IEmpire should oboy the Bishoy of Rome, who
was also empowered to decide all 1eligious disputes
The Bishop of Constantinople lhrough the Council
of Chaleedun elaimed similar privileges over the
Eastern Church, which excited the jealousy not
ouly of the Roman Pope, Leo. 1., but also of the
patriarchs of Antioech and Alexundria. Thence-
forward the patriarchs of Rome and Constantinople
contended bitterly for supremacy, thuse of Antioch
and Alexandria usually siding with the former.
Up to this time the titles “papa,” “putriareiu,”
vicarius Christi)' and so on, appear to have been
applied to others as well as the lioman Bishop, and
it was not until after the {fall of tho Western Lim-
pire thut supremacy and a distinetive title were
claimed together. Toward the close of the sixth
century “John the faster” of Constuntinople as-
sumed the title of Universal Patriareh or (cumen-
ical Bishop which enraged the Rowan Popes nnd
Western lomperors, until at last Pope Borziface 111
obtained a decree from the Emperor Plocas grant-
ing in ]mpehmv the utle of (Feumeunical Llshop
to the Ronian pontitf. The temporal sovereignity
of the Popes commenced in the secend half of the
eight century, by the grants to the Ruman See for'
ever of territory from Pepin a1 d Charlemague.
The utilizntion of the forgerivs of (probably . Bene- |
diet Levita of Mayence and the pulntcation by
Pope Nicholas 1. of the pretended “£d clum Dowm-
int Constantini,” afterwards proved to be a fiction
and other *false decretals;” the ciusides which

commenced with the eleventh century, and the
establishiment in the samo eentury  of the monastic
orders (tha Benedictines alone having previvusly
been sanctioned by the Romish Church), all exer-
cised at 1Le time an jufluenco favorable to 1" ipal

pretensions; but the flagrant cupidity of levying,

tributo throughuut Cliristendum for the Papat See,
and the unblushing deerces, crecd, and catechism
af the Couneil of Trent which tirst premulgated the
doetrine—held hy the Roman Chureh to this day
—that salvation is for thure unly who acknowledge
wpal supremmey and intallihiiity, wns 50 tians-
parent that an opportuniny was at.orded for repu-
dinting the more dominant of the vicious teachings
uf the Papal sy-ten, and henee success was assured
for that moviment which has siico leen designated
the Protestant Reformation. — Zpiscopal Kegister.

CATHOLICITY.

Nothing is more marked, in contrast with half
a century agu, than what may be called the iucrensad
Churchiiness in the Clurgh, the hold upon the
distinctive doctrines of the Creuds, ard of the Of-
tices of'tho book of Common Prayer, the Cathuolicity,
in its best sense, of teaching, worship, aud practice.

We were emergiug then from an age which, in
a reaction from previvus formalism, lifted into vver-
shadowing impurtance a single set of beliofs,  The
neeessity of the next generation was to lift out
of the shadow the complementary teaching which
should offset or balance the exclusive holding of a
pirtial creed.  And the gutcome hus been not a
compromise so much as a balance, a rectifying of
bu proportion, the awalogia. Those who have
come after the coubatants, and their immediate
successors, have, on the one hand, buttressed wnd
built up, with sacramental teaching and ecelesinsti-
cal definiteness, the subjective personalities to
which the old-fashioned Low Chureh Schuol wus
riised up of Gob to witness, while, on the other, the
intense enthusiasm of personal religion finds vo-
where now such mighty preachers as in tho succes-
sors of the old High Churchmen of fifty years ago.
That is to say, Evangelicalism  has hecome more
Catholic and Catholicity more evaugelical, using
the terms of the Schools. And the power of the
Chureh to-day, in Eugland and America, is in this
fact. The mission preachers of our time, holding
most strenuously the sacerdotal and sacrameuntal
clenients of the divine Institution, the Church, are
the strong advocates of conversion, of personal
fuith and holiness, of the spiritual life.  And on
the other hand, the doctrineg of “baptism and of
the laying on of hands,” that is to ray, of grace in
S.crameuts and of the grace of Orders, finds ploce
now, with repentance and faith, among those wlio
vnce degraded them from their equal position in
St. Paul's enumeration of tho piinciples of the
duetrine of Christ. Let us give Gop the glory,
and recognize the courage of the men who dared,
in the days when Catholicity was mistaken for its
spurigus counterfeit of Romanism, or in the dry
days of cold and lifeless formalism, to prefer prin-
ciples to popularity, and to insist upon declaring
tho whole council ¢f Gon, Under the gradual ujp-
lifting to stronger and higler holding of the
ancient faith one cannot too thaukfully owa the
| drawing together of men of diverse views, so that
such antagonisms and contentions ag ewbittered

|

religious controversy with individual persecution .

Lave become impes:ible.  And the fact
bo lost sight of, in mensuring the great advance in

must not |

has cone abont, not by the unassimilated abeorp-
tion of ono pary into anocther, but by a better
undurstanding among men, by a kindlier construc-
tion of motives and heliefs, by o lurger charity,
that doues not tolerate, but elaims and rejuices in
the varving opiniuns where unity in essentialy ex-
ista 7 and by the fmpartation, each to each, of the
best characteristic elements of thought and  prine-
ple from one budy of men to the other.—Living
Church.

FREE AND OPEN “CHURCHES.

It has bren said that “there is no darkness but
that of funoruee,” and certainly the ignovanee of
rolne of the lundamental doetrines of the Christian
Faith Las yresnlted in our closed pewed Churches
and in the decay of religious life among us.  So
sounn us we huwve leavnt that the Clauwch 18 oue
Budv—one vast family, all the baptised being

"equally members, that one member cannot sufler

without the suflering of all the members, that the
commercial element has no place in our consecral-
«d buildings sinco they belong to Gop and not to
man, apd that the work ot the Church is that of a
perpeinal Mission, then, and not till then, will the
peed of this and kindred associations have ceused.

Public opinion is «low in heing irfluenced, and
hence it may take the life of a generstion to wesr
away the selfishness of the pew-holder and the
doubts of the pow-renting clergyman. Still as
now exactly twenty-five years have passed sinco
the great principle of Freedom of Worship in Gop's
House was firat proclaimed in medern times, it is
not very marvellous that the change in public
sentiment should have been so great. Freedom is
a term ever dear 1o an ]',u"hahm'm, and freedom
to worship in Ingland’s TChurches caonot but
strike a By mp.uhvm, chord in his heart No won-
der then that at church congresses, and other meet-
ings of Churchmen, any allusion to “tho fres and
un-lpplopll.ll(.d" is received with acelamation :
and no wouder that wherever any serious mission-
ary work is contemplated, its principle is invaria-
hly adopted.

Cliurchmen of all shades of opinions should bear
in mind that the school of thuught in the Church
which possessos the greatest “pumber of Free
Shurches, will prob: Lb13 become predominant. The
waify and strays find no home in a pewed building ;
it is purely congregational, dealing with a seleet
number of souls, and non- pew holders nre made to
feel that they are not and caunot be members of
that particular flock. Hence o pewed congregation
is apt to remain siationary whilst that of an un-
pewed building is ever receiving vecruits.

The w,h'rwuﬂ life of the pew- holdor, it is to be
feared, suflers also. W orldly rmunk and eocm]
exaltation as meaxured by the possession of
pew of vne's own” surely is alien to the spirit of
our Master, and is opposed to that humility which
should ever characterize the Christiun life and its
actions.  Under the pew system religious life tends
to sulfer all round. Selfishness “cannol have a
place in the Christian religion. The Bishop of
Liverpool has said —“Let us  heware of Seifishuess
in our Religion. Wo should lahour to untke ail
men see that they have found the pearl of great
price, and that we want them to find it as well s
ouwrselves. A man's Religion may be well suspeet-
ed when he is content to go to lleaven alone.  The
true Christian will hive a large heart, but if a man
is satisfied 1o burn his candle alone, Leis ina
 very we sqak and sickly siate of soul.”—Free and

the consmtenc) of teaching and of | practice, thut it | Open Church Advocute.



