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OBSERVATIONS By ancient title, by civil and canonical law, the Church Supposing that the priests receire a_stipend in liew °f' state, called upon not to lay aside our vigilance or our | many, many with whom I conversed, and some of them

ON vorp ALVANLEY'S PAMPHLET ON THE STATE OF
mBl-.um, AND PROPOSED MEASURES FOR RESTORING
TRANQUILLITY TO THAT COUNTRY.

BY
THE EARL OF RODEN.

[ feel persuaded that many of my Roman Catholic

i< lh"-squects, wearied with the ever-recurring agitations
1th which we have hitherto been afflicted, are anxious
OF a state of repose wherein alone the resources of our
ountry can be developed, and her prosperity and peace
z;omo_ted. They have hailed, no doubt, as T have, the
exees§mn of men to place and power, who are likely to
e Tcise the authority with which they are entrusted,
'Ith justice and decision, to repress lawless violence, to
0‘:¢°l:nlgnance turbulent agitation, and thus make way
- ‘: introduction of such salutary measures as will
e wmldvance our commerce and our agriculture. No
are i be more grieved than I shall if these expectations
prom.sapp‘““‘?d-. There is no concession, short of com-
4 thelse of principle, that I am not ready to make, even
erebl;rejudwes of my Roman Catholic fellow-sabjects, if
u X harm(_my and peace could be established amongst
Lok am decidedly opposed to the measures proposed by
vanley for restoring tranquillity to Ir¢land, not
‘Yecause I:;,W to the principle of concession, but
but increase t“‘?“’ conyinced that his proposition would
£6 o Lo? old the diseases which they are intended
attempted rd Alvanley, like many others who have
sufficient] { preseribe for the evils of Ireland, is not
% pmeyt acquainted with either her past history, or
Taise ob; it circumstances.  This of itself is caleulated to
B hJecm)ns m my mind to his proposed measures.
Sy ﬂ:l almost caught a glimpse of the true state of the
l'llquir had he steadily and impartially pursued the
sy b{:, and proceeded from men to principles, he might
Proxim en able to discover, not only the apparent and the
N a}?; but the real and remote cause of such evils as
nor Peculiar to Ireland. I am not called upon at present,
Mud 18 It necessary for my purpose, to enlarge upon this ;
) following his lordship’s example, I shall not more
ﬁﬂlcu'larly allude to it, “being cautious of giving offence.”
th €re is no doubt but that the peace and tranquillity of
€ Country are, in a great measure, in the hands of the
mman Catholic priests; but Lord Alvanley is far from
: l‘,K“mg the true reason why their power has been
< Isted, rather on the side of discord than of harmony.
b € Irresponsible power of the priest cannot be too
Tongly deprecated. I agree with Lord Alvanley in
““k{Dg that “it paralyses the action of the laws which
‘Frﬂ intended for the benefit of all, and is incompatible
I‘fh the well-being of the country to which he belongs.”
Lis placed beyond the reach of civil law, and beyond the
€ontro] of civil authority, ‘What law, or what authority,
":ﬁ reach or control the secret tribunal of the confessional ?
— %he control that the state can legitimately and safely
‘hxi: oy, will be to prevent its exercise under such circum-
ces, as will lead to its being seriously detrimental to
tha, interests. More than this the state cannot, more
uel: ﬂ;ls’ she qould not, attempt. For the outward con-
~ gf :lllle priest, so far as that bears upon the peace or
and ge e land, he is as responsible as any other subject,
%) fo:tkr’l.lenable to justice; as to his religious principles,
intr;dld that ever, n our country, any measure should
<y ks (l;ced, any restrictions imposed, which might, in
o8gh €gree, tyrannically restrain the free g¢xercise of
L(E t or conscience,
@ can’;g&%l‘;fmley states, page five of his pamphlet, that he
Dlace i, IrellfeVe that the scenes which have lately taken
. Lh and have been sanctioned by the higher classes
Would by, CI<"EYs OF (if they had authority) that they
great Scande abstained from interfering to prevent the
Roman ¢ al that has been occasioned by them to the
e '.h::h‘)hc winistry.” He is much mistaken if he
othe Omish priest is not in complete subjection
P2 Who has the strongest coactive anthority to
futictiong, 1. lence, ot only in the exereise of his spiritual
instead of b:t In hig ajly conversation. His authority,
i8 inconjsy 1ng tog little, is only too great, and such as
ritish sub'em with the enjoyment of the liberties of a
ol hJec!. No state relation into which we could
b iy *O%h't With the court of Rome could give greater
of § 1s authority than is already given; and, instead
St a relation makin, the exercise of it safer for our
‘endams or our peace, it m!l only tend the more to
b ull)ge-r both. The most stringent laws of the papacy,
ot ¢ guidance and the government of the priesthood,
9 mln full foree at this present moment jn Ireland ; and
img l1]1:1.‘/43.not been put in execution to regulate the
of incl't e priesthood, it must have been more from want
3 ll]nauon than want of power and authority, That
turh, lls ops have not been the passive spectators of the
tlent scenes that have been of late years enacted by
M‘;.‘:‘*‘“,hood, 1s too evident to require any lengthened
thely - Wwith them the tithe agitation originated, and by
Doyl Means it was prosecuted and sustained—(Vide Dr.
s {ers),_ In every society that has been formed
Ceping up incessant agitation—whether under the
'ﬂm: of Pregursors, or Repealers, or others—we find
e of the bishops have been eminent contributors, and,
fun :r them, many of the priests active agents in procuring
%unﬂ for th(‘.‘ll" objects, and encouraging through the
bay, try that political agitation which has been so great a
Tehm its happiness and prosperity.
"‘ltele rise and progress of our civil liberties are so inti-
Sou Y Interwoven with the ecelesiastical affairs of the
itry, that it is more desirable that our legislators, and
Mgy 4s are in places of trust and authority, should devote
Ch € of their attention and study to the history of the
Mingg I am aware of the ignorance that exists in the
Aly of many on this subject, and which I think Lord
el_‘“ﬂey s pamphlet is caleulated to confirm; I shall
efore follow his lordship in his sketch of ecclesiastical
dnc:‘em' Itis too generally believed, that from the intro-
erlo!l of Christianity ap to the time of the Reformation,
r eligion of Ireland was that of Rome; that ecclesiastical
Perty of every kind belonged to the clergy of Rome;
that at that time it was violently wrested from them
transferred to the clergy of another Church. There
T0not he greater errors than these, They might be harm-
i‘:ﬂ. Were they not made the foundation of supposed griev-
.Ces, and employed as a topic of inﬁammatory addresses,
ulating the populace to a sense of imaginary wrongs.
W hen the Roman Catholic missionaries first visited
h Ma“d, they found that the Christian religion in its purity
i been‘ professed and practised for eenturies,* The
alle 1 Christians were under no obligation, they owed no
fo 08““":59; to B«m!q;. they extended the right hand of
o ‘!':blP_to the missionaries, but they neither recognised
Bishe ;_“g»;d to the authority or jurisdiction of the
with-&n din “‘i;-T We find them in the seventh century
emissaries from Ty ) 0ction with the British bishops, the
Bty hat Mg ome, and defending the tenets and rites
8tion mna 1 ¥ Pl‘ofessed.it The grounds of this oppo-
BSligion to b € tenets they defended, both prove their
e ave been brought to them not by means of
clfth cee‘;“' but by the Eastern Church. Up to the
isho ntury they elected and consecrated their own
peps., and these exercised their jurisdiction in their
hag t‘c’h}\{re dioceses without any reference whatever being
I'eland ome.§ The same century that introduced into
""ﬁxdi the royal authority of England, established the
1 the c{lon of the Pope.|| ~ Before this tithes were paid
)‘hdx clergy, and ecclesiastics were richly endowed with
« The Church of Rome soon seized upon these
Wtpyg: ons, and daring nearly three centuries of Popish
ton, her efforts were directed to transfer Church
Te Plerty from the hands of the secular into those of the
Htage ar clergy, until the former was reduced to the lowest
impe of degradation. “The history of this period is an
'hem;tam one, inasmuch as it affords an instructive com-
TY upon the general policy of the Church of Rome,

Whe Manifests the natural tendency of her principles,
'hi:ﬁ"er they are allowed to bear rule. The monasteries

fro, Sprang from the west, and those which sprang
the ). the east, were strikingly different; the members of
atter were eminently superior to those of the former.

o €r the influence of Rome, the land, which was pre-
Usly the seat of the learned, whereunto men resorted
ils;n any other kingdoms of Europe, and from whence
,:d men to instruet and enlighten others, became a
‘hi]en waste, swarming with idle monks and friars,

ang :‘- it groaned to be rescued from such an unworthy

we burden.
N
‘Xge‘()ommhsion to Palladius.
!Iag e’s Ecel, Hist. b. 3d, ¢. 25. t

b ‘?“ of Anselm, Archhishop of Canterbury, in Usher’s Segl.,

| D See also Letters of Columbanus (O’Connor).
8 P:mL{nch‘s Letter to Gerald Barry, page 186. Jocelyn’s Life of
ick.

+ Vide Baronius, Anno 566.

of Ireland had a right to assert her independence, and to
regain her possessions, of which she had been deprived;
nay, further, she had a right, and was bound by her alle-
giance to God, to shake off the imposed doct;mes, rites,
and ceremonies of the Church of Rome. This was what
was effected at the Reformation.

With Henry the Eighth, or his conduct, we have
nothing to do—although, under Providence, hewing out
a way for the Reformation, yet, as @ Witness for the truth
against error, he was not a Protestant. His reformation
was little more than political, reaching to the vindication
of the ancient rights and laws of the nation, in reference
to the externals of the Church. He renounced Popery,
yet lived and died a bigoted adherent to the doctrines
of Romanism. The same fire that was kindled for the
Roman Catholic served to burn the Protestant. Sgandmg
thus between two antagonist forces, he has been violently
rejected by both. " <

The Reformation, properly speaking, tegan in Ireland
with Elizabeth, Now what do we find? Not the pro-
perty transferred, as stated, from one set of eccle_siﬂstics
to another, but the same persons that were then in pos-
session, except two of the bishops, remainingin possession ;
consenting to, and effecting, iu conjunetipnwith the state,
a reform in religion, and subseribing and conforming to
the doetrines, rites, and ceremonies of the Church, as it
is to this day established. Two only of the bishops,
namely of Kildare and Meath, were deprived of their sees,
and this for an act of rebellion against the Queen, in
refusing to acknowledge her as the supreme governor of
the clergy as well as of the laity.* During a great part
of Elizabeth’s reign, the bishops compliec with the alte-
ration in the service, and, so far from the adherents of
the Church of Rome thinking conformity a grievance,
they resorted to the service of the Parish Churches, con-
vinced of its “edifying and instructive nature.” It would
thus appear that the Established Church is the Church of
Ireland, both de jure and de fuacto, and that the Roman
Catholies are justly considered in the same light as other
Dissenters, with this exception, that with the former our
differences are on the most essential points of doctrine,
whilst with many of the latter we are united on the great
principles of truth, and only differ as to forms, and Church
Government,

It would have been too much to expect that the Church
of Rome should calmly contemplate her jurisdiction and
authority disregarded and rejected, so we find her putting
in practice her usual plans for bringing back * the rgfrac-
tory Irish.”t The following facts I take from the History
of the Church of Ireland, by the Bishop of Down and
Connor, chap. v. sec. ii. page 285.

In 1567 the titular archbishop of Cashel wounded the
true archbishop with a dagger, because he refused to sur-
render his province to him, and fled to Spain. In 1568
the titular bishops of Cashel and Emly were sent by the
rebels as delegates to the Pope and King of Spain, to
implore aid against Elizabeth in favour of their religion.
In 1590 the titular primate of Armagh joined with a pro-
claimed traitor in acts of rebellion. In 1599 the titular
archbishop of Dublin came to another traitor and rebel,
brought Papal indulgences for all that would ,m’ke arms
against the English—a phenix plume to O'Neal, and
twenty-two thousand pieces of gold for distribution from
the King of Spain. In the mean time Pope Pius V. ful-
minated the bull of excommunication against the Queen,
and, as is remarked by a Roman Catholic historian,
«deservedly deprived her of her kingdom.” It conse-
quently followed that the authority of the Queen, and the
jurisdiction and the religion of the Church, were both
attacked, and the overthrow of both pursued with the
most bigotted avidity. It is not to be wondered at that
such conduct in this and the following reigns called forth
from the British Government many penal enactments,
which have now been happily repealed, and which I
sincerely trust may for ever remain blotted out from the
statute-book.

That the Roman Catholic relief bill has disappointed the
expectations of many of its promoters, and fully realised
the fears and predictions of its opponents, is now a matter
of experience; in the eyes of Lord Alvanley, the two
great grievances which press heavily upon Roman Catho-
lics, and which have (as I read in p. 14 of h.ls pamphlet)
prevented that measure from producing the intended and
desired effect, are the imposition and practice of the eccle-
siastical courts, and the obligations on Roman Catholics
to'pay tithes and church-rates to the _Prqtestam Church,
The grievance arising from the ecclesiastical courts, Lord
Alvanley himself admits, in page 16, has been removed, so
that I am relieved from the necessity of dwelling upon it.
The grievance of tithe, and Lord Alvanley’s remedy, de-
mand a more lengthened investigation.

From what I have previously written, 1t 1s obvious that
the Established Church is the ‘direct and legitimate suc-
cessor of the ancient Church of Ireland. As well might
the successors of the Independents, who intrudeq them-
selves into the livings of the Church of England, during
the period of the commonwealth, claim them now as
theirs, as that the Romish Church, because she had vio-
lently seized on the property of the Irish Church for three
centuries, should now lay claim to it, when the Jatter has
been enabled by the state to vindicate her rights, ¢« Nullum
tempus contra ecclesiam,” is a maxim of the law founded
in wisdom, and a century’s possession does not, any more
than a year’s, make invalid an ancient Jaw or title,

As a mere pecuniary burden, especially as the law at
present exists, tithe cannot press at all upon the Roman
Catholic farmers; it is really, as it always has been, a
portion of that which otherwise would be available to the
landlord. The landlords are the bond fide tithe-payers,
and if tithe were done away in reality, as well as in name,
they would alone be the gainers. The total amount of
tithe payable to the clergy of the Irish Church amounts,
in round numbers, to about 300,000L; of this the land-
lords, in fee, that are Roman Catholics, pay only about
14,000, so little grounds have they for asserting that the
Established Church is supported in whole, or even chiefly,
by the Roman Catholics. Indeed, under the existing
state of the law, the tithe is already Scarcely noticed by
the majority of tenants. In a short time, if left to them-
selves, the name of it will be almost forgotten, and unless
some strange revolution takes place there cannot be any
successful agitation in regard of it. Some such measure
as that which Lord Alvanley recommends is the most
likely means of producing such an unfortunate result.

“'The first step that must be taken,” says Lord Alvan-
ley, in page 25, to “obviate the evils arising from the
exercise of the temporal and spiritual power of the priests,”
and to “lead to a peaceful and honourable arrangement
of the differences which have so long agitated and divided
the two countries,” is “a measure for the payment of the
Irish Roman Catholic priests.” By this measure his lord-
ship seems to think that the grievance of tithe will be
removed, in consequence of the Roman Catholics being
relieved from the burden of paying their own priests,
and these also will be deprived of that power which, as
“creditors over debtors, they wield with such pernicious
effect.” Tam convinced that the proposed measure will
effect none of the purposes Lord Alvanley has in view,

The payment of tithe is, according to Roman Catholic
principles, a religious duty enjoined upon Roman Catholics
by the Council of Trent, and by the popular catechisms
in which the people are instructed, with this addition,
that the payment be made to the “lawful pasiors”—
[Vide Christian Doctrine.] The grievance of tithe is not
the pecuniary amount, nor that in addition they have to
pay their own pastors; but the fact, that they are obliged
to pay tithes at all to the ministers of an heretical sect,—
Whatever equivalent may be given to the Romish priest-
hood, still, so long as the tithe itself is withbeld from
them, the Church of Rome will be dissatisfied with its
appropriation.

Lord Alvanley can belittle aware of the state of Ireland
when he speaks of a “debtor and creditor” account be-
tween the priest and his flock. There may be, and I
doubt not there are, occasionally, amiable men in the
priesthood, lenient and considerate towards the poorer
members of their flock, whose destitution may touch their
feelings; but, in general, whatever else may remain
unpaid, the annual dues and the occasional fees must be
paid on the spot. A creditor who has the power of cast-
ing his debtor into prison, may use it as a means to force
him to his terms; but a Roman Catholic priest has not
this power, nor does he require to use the authority which
the relation as creditor might give him over his flock, His
is a spiritual power, which requires no legal enforcement.

* Vide History of the Church of}iehla;:l—,_ by t};e’B}’iﬁ)m;‘;n
and Connor, chap. 5, sec. 92.
t Vide Leland, Vol. 11., page 371.

their customary dues, will the pecple be in the least re-
lieved? I am firmly convinced tley will not. No pro-
vision can be made for dispensaions, and indulgences,
and reserved cases. Cannot these be indefinitely multi-
plied, and with them corresponding pecuniary burdens?
In Roman Catholic countries, where the Romish Church
is established, this is the case, atd the exactions conse-
quent thereon enormous and oppiessive, %

Monasticism is the perfection of the system of Romanism.
It is the heart towards which the whole circulation tends,
and from which it flows again to give life and energy to
its extremities. The monastic orders have been justly
called the “standing army of the Pope;” they are re-
garded with peculiar favour by him, and have received
from him peculiar encouragement. Ready access to the
highest offices in the church is given to such of the monks
as distinguish themselves by taleat and zeal. The Pope
gladly establishes monasteries, and increases them wher-
ever and whenever he has powersotodo, Sincethe year
1814, under his patronage, they have rapidly increased
in Ireland. The monks have been always regarded by
the Roman Catholic population with the most superstitious
reverence, and the administratioa of fhe offices of the
church in their hands esteemed peculiarly sacred and
benefieial, Alréady a considerable traffic is carried on
by the brethren, in holy candle?, and beads, and relics,
and gospels, and the only restraint t a greater extent of
this traffic arises from the jealouses and fears of the
secular priests, lest their own emolunents might thereby
be in anywise diminished. Remove his check by paying
the secular priest; the brothers will ncrease their traffic,
and the choristers will extend the splre of their services,
and the burden of dues and fees willye ten, nay a hun-
dred-fold increased, This must necesarily follow from
Lord Alvanley’s * first step.”

Perhaps the monks are to be paid oo. Then search
out the fairest, most fertile, most extesive tracts of land
in this country, banish the owners, cafiscate their pro-
perty, and lay the title-deeds as an offting upon the mo-
nastic altars, and perhaps for a time th Church of Rome
may say, “enough.” This may apper extravagant; it
is nothing more than what we migt justly expect.
Walter Ennis, the organ for the time othe Romish hier-
archy in Ireland, thus speaks in his “Srvey of the Arti-
cles of the Late Rejected Peace of 164,” page 91:—*In
our declaration, printed in 1641, we eclared it to be a
means to reduce Ireland to peace and aietness, that the
bishoprics, deaneries, and other spirituabromotions of the
kingdom, and all friaries and nunneries,hould be restored
to the Roman Catholic owners, and thathe impropriation
of tithes may be restored, and the sitesambits, and pre-
cinets of religious houses of monks my be restored to
them; but as to the residue of their temoral possessions,
it is not desired to be taken from the prsent proprietors,
but to be left with them, until God shalincline their own
hearts.” The same spirit and the sme principles that
dictated the above, I believe, animate ¢ the present time
the majority of the Roman Catholic hicarchy in Ireland.
It may be said restrictions might be paced upon the in-
crease and functions of the monks, or tle esiablishment of
monasteries might be altogether praibiked. Attempt
either of these, and then farewell to thedream of tranquil-
lising Ireland by paying the secular piests, ¢

I have taken my stand upon low grainds,and have not
alluded to the great principle involved in his question.
I have only dealt with its justice and practiability, and I
am confident that many even of the reflectiny members of
the Roman Catholic persnasion will acknowedge that the
measures proposed by Lord Alvanley, whils they remove
no grievance, would entail others which rould be first
and most severely felt by themselves.

If the obligation to pay tithes to the Irisi Church be
the great grievance under which the Roman Catholics are
weighed down (which I deny), and if thisbe the only
obstacle which stands in the way of restorin; peace and
tranquillity to Ireland, as Lord Alvanley iners, 4 much
cheaper and more effectual means of ul:cﬁmyging its re-
moval can be devised than the payment of th®riests, re-
commended by his lordship. There are in Irand, I be-
lieve, about 4,000 priests, who, on a moderate ilculation,
for confessions, marriages, burials, extreme urtion, mas-
ses, month’s minds, churchings of women, pests coin,
&e., receive about 600,000L, thus affording to &ch a §alary
of about 150/ per annum. In this sum salaric of bishops
are not included. Take it, however, at 60,0004, and
large as it is, who is there that would not b willing to
sacrifice it, provided there were no surrenderf principle
involved therein, if by doing so peace and hapony would
be secured to Ireland? A much less sum, hwever, will
be required, if the grievance of tithe be all tht is neces-
sary to be removed, 1 have said that the amant of tithe,
payable to the clergy of the Established Chuth, 18 about
300,0007., half the sum necessary to be paid t¢he Roman
Catholic priests, supposing they would be siisfied with
it. Let lands be purchased by the government every op-
portunity, producing a yearly amount equal ¢ that of the
tithes; and according as the land is purchasedet the pro-
ceeds be applied to the use of the clergy, in leu of their
tithes; the expense will then come gradually)ff the state,
without suddenly depreciating the value of roney or In-
creasing that of land ; tithes will be extinguiged in a few
years in name and reality, and the presume( grievance,
arising from obligation to pay them, will becompletely
and for everremoved. The reason for vesting he money in

| land must be obvious: it will give the propert; a character

of security and permanence which it otherwse could not
have, and will cause the income of the clerg; to fluctuate
according to the changes of the times.

When we are required to adopt any esgenjal measures
upon the grounds t(}mt a great change has pased over the
Church of Rome, that her anti-social dogms are become
obsolete, and that every thing that Protestarts have hl‘th-
erto feared has been "remodcllpd," wa requkresomethmg
more to give us certainty of this, than the hear-says and
conversations of well-meaning countrr geptlemen, Or even
the pamphlets of noble lords. The mame authority that
enacted must repeal those anti-social dogmas, before we
can be convinced that they are obso}:te; but we have no
room for doubt on the subject; on tie contrary we have
the clearest proof that they are in ful force at this present
time within the Church of Rome, anl within the bounds
of this realm too, In the encyclical btter sent by the pre-
sent pope to the Romish bishops of Ireland in 1832, he
thus writes to them :—

“You will discharge this duty, (viz, defending the com-
mon cause, &c.) faithfully, as your ministry demands;
you will attend to yourselves and to your doctrine, cal-
ling frequently to mind that the universal church is not
shaken by any novelty whatsoever, and that according to
the admonition of St. Agatha Pope, nothing of what has
been regularly defined ought to be retienched, or changed,
or increased, but that all should be preserved incorrupt,
both in measure and expression.”

No doiibt, in pursuance of this, an{ in order to improve
and enlarge their canon law, the Ropan Catholic bishops
of the present time have published g compendium of pa-
pal laws, containing the bulls and cecretals of Benedict
XIV., and also his definitions on loctrinal, moral and
canonical subjects. His bulls are adsnowledged by them
as forming a part of the eanon law and his definitions
of supreme authority in the church. It is 2 maxim of the
Church of Rome, that decretals are )nding in the coun-
tries in which they have been publisted oF adopted as the
canon law of the country. Again, $ie general adoption
of a bull in practice without a formal promulgation, would
give it the force of a law, on the groand that custom be-
came law. Whatever force, then, thﬁ“' adoption and
publication could give them has been 81V€1 to the papal
laws contained in this compendium by the present Romish
bishops. They have been published, 8dopted, and en-
joined upon their priests as the laws by which they are to
instruct and govern the people. Inthem We find Jaws for
the excommunication and extermination of heretics, the
confiscation of their property both lay and ecclesiastical,
and all the worst of those intolerant and Pesecuting dog-
mas which characterised those times when the Church of
Rome was in the zenith of her power and ascendancy,—
That she has changed in her pretensions, o has partaken
of the supposed enlightenment of the present day, is a
dangerous delusion, against which we ¢annot be too much
on our guard. We must bear in mind that these precau-
tions which abound in our laws against the usurpations
of the Pope, did not originate in the era of the Reforma-
tion; from the earliest periods in our history we find the
state watching with the most jealous eye, and guarding by
her laws against the unlawful encroachments of the church
and court of Rome; if such were necessiry when the
faith of the Church of Rome was universally professed in

cantion, p

Our own laws should be obeyed and acknowledged as
supreme, and, if faithfully and firmly administered, they
are sufficient to repress any disorderly conduct on the
part of the priests of the Church of Rome, Deeply, 1 am
convinced, would it grieve the heart of every true British
Protestant, if ever they should witness the day when it
became necessary to call in the aid of the Pope of Rome
to assist our gracious Queen in the government of her
subjects. If such a time should ever arrive, “the sun of
England will indeed be set.”

The good to be derived from any intimate relation
with the court of Rome is very problematical, the evils
necessarily resulting are absolutely certain. In esta-
blishing this friendly relation, whilst the principle is
admitted that the Pope “hath jurisdietion in this realm,”
we at the same time open a door for endless strife and
agitation unless we are prepared to surrender the king-
dom, to be exclusively possessed by Roman Catholics.
The cases of those states which Lord Alvanley holds
out to us as examples, and wherein he says the payment
of the priests, and the political relation maintained with
Rome, has succeeded so well, are not enalogous to ours;
and it has yet to be praved that success has attended
those measures. In Prussia and Russia the rulers are
despotic and autocratical, and there is also a surveillance
and espionage kept up through the secret police which
our executive has no provision for, and which our con-
stitution does not admit of. Through these secret agents
they can detect the first and most secret movements of
sedition ;and by their despotic power can use the most
summary and effective ieans immediately to repress it.
I neither covet the one nor the other; and through all the
changes that England has undergone, I rejoice that our
institutions are free from the foul exerescence of the
masked betrayers of social intercourse. Long may Eng-
land remain free from such a polluting force, and as long
may she remain free from such measures as should de-
mand it to control or check their evil tendencies. The
payment of the priests did not prevent them from being
active agents in causing the severance of Belgium from
Holland. Will it prevent their agitating the repeal of
the union between Great Britain and Ireland? or pro-
pagating a spirit of disaffection in both? Neither the
payment of the priesthood, nor the relation with Rome,
prevented the apostolic vicar from endeavouring to con-
vulse the Rhenish provinces to their centre, so that at
other times, and under a less vigorous government, revo-
lution must have beenthe consequence. These provinces
are bound to Prussia by a very slender tie, and that
which renders this tie still weaker—exposing it- to a
sudden dissolution—is the very position which thé Church
of Rome holds at this present time in those provinees.

Lord Alvanley proposes that weshould send ouraceredited
agent to Rome, and that “aceredited apostolical vicars”
should be sent to superintend the spiritual affairs of every
diocese here, The Church of Rome in these realms
would then be placed under their protection as agents
of the court of Rome. The first demand would be the
full, free, and open exercise of their religion. What ma
be comprehended in this may be collected from the fol-
lowing extract of a letter, dated September 27th, 1841,
written by Dr. Miley, a leading priest of Dublin, to Dr.
Pusey, of Oxford, as it appeared in the newspapers of the
day :—* The Church which in pagan times concealed
the mysteries in crypts and catacombs, now parades the
sacrament in solemn pomp thoughout the streets and
squares of the cities, Wherever the spirit of [Roman]
Catholicity is free, instead of immuring the celestial form
of religion, it delights to behold her expatiating abroad,
diffusing a sanctifying influence, settingthe seal of a
superintending Providence upon every enterprise and
every occupation, and planting, even along the dusty
thoroughfares of the passions, symbols s0 sacred as to
startle the most dissolute into the recognition of hopes
and terrors of futurity.” The real meaning eonveyed in
this passage is, that when the Chureh hall be free we
shall have processions of the host in the streets and
squares of cities, especially with Popish lord mayors and
corporations; we shall have crucifixes at the crqss-roads.
and images of saints in the thoroughfares, offensive to the
eyes and principles of Protestants, and degrading to our
fellow-subjects. Is it to be expected that Protestants will
tamely submit to such practices? Will Roman Catholics,
under improved circumstances, cease to require them?
“These apostolical vicars,” armed with full powers to
restrain and punish the bold and bad-intentioned amongst
the clergy, must, of course, have some judicial authority
for trying and deciding upon cases brought before them;
in short, they must have courts for all cases between the
bishops and their priests, and between the priests and
the people. This cannot be confined to spiritual, it
will be extended to temporal things. What the effect
will be, must be obvious. The laws of the land will be
superseded by the laws of the courtof Rome; the authority
of the government and of the Queen, by that of the Pope
and his ““apostolical vicars”; and by degrees the Roman
Catholies will be led to feel that their allegiance is more
due to a foreign power than to that whose natural sub-
jects they are. The alchemy of Rome can at all times
transmute temporal things into spiritual, and vice versa,
and it will be impossible to piace limits between the civil
and ecclesiastical, between spiritual and temporal jurisdic~
tion. In attempting to do so weshall find, when perhaps
too late, that we have renewed, with a folly reckless of
past experience, the contests which for centuries wasted
the lives of our ancestors, and flung away with eriminal
prodigality the hard-earned, yet cheaply-purchased vie-
tories which they achieved over the pretensions of the
court of Rome. The present agitations are but as a gen-
tle breeze ruffling the surface of society, in comparison
with the hurricane which Lord Alvanley’s measures are
calculated to produce.

Whilst it is my desire to live on all friendly terms with
my Boman Catholie fellow-subjects, and not to be want-
ing in acts of kindness or of courtesy to them as indi-
viduals, I trust that it may ever be the determination of
Protestant Englishmen to make no compromise with the
anti-scriptural doctrines or anti-social principlesof the
church and court of Rome.

I advert not to the reform of Maynooth proposed by
Lord Alvanley, but I cannot pass over his high com-
mendation of the order of Jesuits in connexion with that
establishment. I agree with his lordship that the Jesuits
“sent out by the Propaganda as missionaries are emi-
nently calculated to succeed in the objects for which they
are designed.” They are well-disciplined and tried, and
their qualifications and fitness accurately ascertained be-
fore they are allowed to proceed to their respective posts,
What “the objects are for which they are designed” is
evident, from the original constitution of the order, as
well as from the history of their past transactions, One
of their vows is to go whithersoever the Pope should send
them as missionaries for the conversion of infidels and
hereties, or for the service of the church in any other
way, and to devote all their powers and means to the ac-
complishment of the work. Shortly after the establish-
ment of this order, the means they would use to effect
their purposes were sketched by the hand of a spirit al-
most prophetic. Dr, Brown, archbishop of Dublin, in a
sermon which has often been quoted, gives this deserip-
tion of them:—* These sects will turn themselves into
various forms—with the heathens a heathen, with the
atheists an atheist, with the Jews a Jew, with the refor-
mers a reformer, purposely to know your inclinations,
&ec.” True to their vows, yet different in the means they
should employ, they have pursued with indefatigable zeal,
from the earliest period of their history, up to the present
time, the exaltation of the Cburch of Rome, and the over-
throw of what is caleulated to impede the accomplishment
of their object. I am not surprised—if they have been
admitted into familiar intercourse with Lord Alvanley, as
he would lead us to understand, and which I lament to
find—that they have adapted themselves to his lordship’s
tastes, and have won upon his favour, which is no incon-
siderable proof that they “are eminently calculated to
succeed in the objects for which they are designed.” I
would here take the liberty of recommending to his lord-
ship the perusal of a book, published this year by Count
Krasinski, on the Reformation in Poland, where the des-
cription of the part taken by the Jesuits at that period
bears forcibly on our present subject. I too have not
been unobservant, nor have [ been without means of form-
ing an opinion with respect to the present transactions of
the Jesuits; nor is it on light grounds that I have come
to a conclusion respecting them, different from that of
Lord Alvanley. Several modern facts are before me, but
to produce them would enlarge these observations too
much. I shall only state that, in the course of a journey
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members of the Roman Catholic church, condemned the
proceedings of the Jesuits settled amongst them; they
deseribed them as interfering in family, social, and state
concerns, to their great disturbance, and manifesting the
same principles in the present day, as history attributes
to them in former periods, I do notknow how much this
may weigh against the * experience” of Lord Alvanley,
but of this I am persuaded, that I could not too strong!

deprecate or resist the authoritative appointment of suc{
men as teachers in this country, who, I believe, are the
avowed enemies of our institutions, both in church and

state, }

The difficulties peculiar to Ireland, which stand in the
way of a due observance of the laws, will be materially
diminished by a firm adherence to principle. It is only
when men’s minds are tossed about, at one time highly
elated, at another deeply depressed, by falsely excited
hopes and fears, that agitation is likely to succeed, or to
become turbulent and alarming. Let the laws be faith-
fully and impartially administered, let crime be diligently
sought out and punished—let men be selected to fill the
different situations under government patronage for their
moral and intellectual fitness— let the-appointments in the
Established Church be conferred on men whose Jives are
devoted to their sacred calling—let protection be afforded
to life and property as far as in the government lies ; and,
whilst toleration, full and free, is extended to every reli-
gious sect, let encouragement and protection be given te
the truth, and I have no doubt but that Ireland will soon
become different from what she is, and make equal pro-
gress in civilization, in morality, and in religion, with
otber parts of the empire.

1 have put myself to some inconvenience—I am pee-
suaded that I expose myself to much of obloquy, by wri-
ting these observations; yet I shall not regret the one, and
I shall willingly endure the other, if they have the effect
of correcting those errors, and removing those false im«
pressions, which prevail with respect to the past und pre-
sent state of Ireland,

Whatever others may think or say, [ shall still have
the approval of my own conscience, testifying that I have
sought and sincerely desired the welfare of all classes of
my fellow-subjects,

My “ Observations” have at least this advantage, they
are the result of an experience of thirty years' residence
in Ireland, during which time I have lived in harmony
with my Roman Catholic countrymen, for many of whom
I entertain the sincerest regard,” But my experience has
shown me that the doctrines of the Church of Rome and
the operation of her principles as exhibited amongst our
people, are the root and cause of many of those eviis
which affliet our unhappy country; and it is because I
am convinced that the adoption of Lord Alvanley’s pro-
position could not only add to our miseries in Ireland, but
extend them to England herself, that I have set forth my
warning voice in these ** Observations.”

The eye of the eritic will, no doubt, deteet many faults,
but I write not for him, Iaddress myself to the common
sense of my countrymen, trusting that what I have said
may lead them seriously to examine their principles as
Protestants; I cannot believe that any government whick
may be placed over the destinies of this country could
{)ropose for adoption such a panacea for the state of Ire~
land as that which is suggested by Lord Alvanley; but
if, at a future period, and in an eyil hour, such blindness
should peryade the minds of those who might be ralers,
as to induce them to try such an experiment, I trust that
the Protestants of Great Britain would then, as they would
now, raise their indignant voice against the gross incon-
sistency of the state payving for the promulgation of doc-
trines, against which she solemnly protests, and support-
ing a priesthood to teach those errors which Lord Alvane
ley, together with the Protestant members of both houses
of parliament, have sworn they believe to be “supersti-
tious and jdolatrous.” Let it not be said that this princi-
ple has already been adopted hy the grant to Maynooth ;
unhappily, from this: short-sighited policy, the nation is
now suffering—let us not add to our misfortuncs by a fur-
ther deviation from sound prineiple, or by sacrificing the
canse of seriptural truth at the shrine of an infidel liberal.
ism, 0 prominent in “ the age in which we live,”

Tollymore Park, County Down,
Nov. 20, 1841,

THE DEATH OF LUTHER.

(From Dean Waddington's History of the Reformation on
the Continent,)

Luther was now fast descending to that same silent
abode, where animosities are lulled and injuries forgotten.
“ Aged, decrepit, sluggish, cold, and deprived of half my
sight, I had a right to hope that some repose, lifeless as
indeed I now am, would have been granted me,"-—thus he
wrote to Probst on January 17, 1546,—* but I am as much
overwhelmed with business, writing, speaking, acting, and
doing, as if I had never yet acted, written, spoken, or done
anything,” Yet it would appear that the very last of his
works was a voluntary display of eontroversial zeal. Al-
most on the same day he published a reply to * Thirty-
two Articles of the Theologists of Louvain.” And, if he
did not then confute them by any arguments, but was
contented to oppose to them seventy-five counter-propo-
sitions, he expressed, in conclusion, bis intention of pro-
ceeding with the controversy—* This may suffice for the
present: shortly, by God’s help, I will say somewhat
more.”  But God did not sanction that design,

During the year preceding, a report, countenanced by his
many infirmities, prevailed among the [Roman] Catholies,
that he was actually dead. Nay, a very particular account
of the manner of his death was published at Rome, in the
Italian language, and propagated on no less authority than
that of the King of France. In this curious document it
was carefully related, with what penitent piety he had re-
ceived, in his last moments, the sacraments of the church
how he rendered up his soul into her merciful bosom;
how, when his hour was past, tempests arose and raged
with Jong continued fury round the place of his sepulture ;
how, when his grave was opened, it was found destitute
of his ashes—insomuch that the people, appalled by all
these prodigies, abandoned their impiety, and returned
with contrite hearts to the one indubitable faith, It was
not long before Luther received a copy of this publica-
tion ; and then immediately, with all the fire of his earlier
years, he translated it into German, and sent it forth, with
a few short notes, for the information of his compatriots,
Yet these had scarcely ceased to deride the fables, when
the event on which they were built did really come to pass,

The latest acts and words of those, whose singular qua~
lities have raised them above the level of humanity, are
commonly watched by their fellow-mortals, with a deep
and thoughtful interest; and so it proved, that many mi.
nute particulars, relating to the death of Luther, were
carefully compiled by his contemporaries, And since his
is a name which belongs to every age, a heritage which
history has transmitted to us and to our posterity, it will
not be superfluous even now to retail some of the circum-
stances under which he departed from a world of pain
and strife, to that eternal repose in Christ for which he
thirsted.

The last office which he performed on earth was one
of friendly mediation, The counts of Mansfeld, having
some difference about boundaries and inheritance, invited
him to Eisleben, in the January of 1546, to decide it b
his arbitration, Luther was not wont to interfere in suc
matters; but, as the place was the spot of his nativity,
and as its inerests as well as the honour of its lords seemed
to be, involved in the question, he consented. He was ac-
companied, on his journey from Wittemberg, by two of
his sons and his faithful friend, Justus Jonas; and he
needed such attendance, for he was feeble and suffering,
He engaged, however, in the business on which he came,
and in occasional conversation with important persons,
and his health and appetite somewhat improved. * Here,
in my native country (he used to observe) they know what
food is good for me.” This continued for some short
time ; and every night, as he took leave of his friends, he
would say,—* Pray to God that the cause of his church
may prosper, for the council of Trent is vehemently en-
raged against it,”

On Wednesday, the 17th of February, he was persuaded
to abstain from business. He walked about the room in
his undress, and looked, at times, out of the window, and
prayed earnestly. Some forebodings crossed his mind,
but did not depress his spirits. He was even pleasant and
cheerful while he said to Jonas, I was born and baptized
at Eisleben; what if I should remain and die here?”
Early in the evening he began to complain of an oppres-

sion at his chest; but on its being rubbed with a linen



