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Of any one, with visits from her husband of two or
three days'at fortnightly intervals.

The birth of a child, which, however, wailedaway its life in a few months, brought her a littledistraction, and two years wore away before she
hegan actually to rebel, and to demand a wife's
rghts of being publicly recognized.

Then began misery in real earnest. Cecil was
learly tired of his whim, and had no idea of ap-Pearing in public with a woman of whose mereeauty he had now grown careless, and of whose
Parentage and education he was ashamed. His
Visits grew less frequent, and when they occurred,
Were too often only scenes of anger and mutual
reproach.

The husband was firm in his refusal, with what
dbject the simple, affrighted woman only too soondiscovered, and then refusing to submit longer to
scb treatment, she threatened to force him to
acknowledge ber. She had her wedding-ring, ber
Matriage certificate, and letters he had written to
ther as his wif, and with these weapons she
treatened him.

h It was the most unfortunate thing she could
cavlIe done. From being the persecutor she be-
to e the persecuted; for her husband, awakened
hthe consciousness that the ill-educated woman
,Ind spirit and energy enough to put ber threat
sto execution, left no means untried to get pos-

sion of these valuable witnesses to ber cause.
She was far from any town, without any means

hisettinag ssistance, and Huntingdon soon began
hadprosecutions, by stopping ail the luxuries he
bar hitherto permitted ber, limiting her to the

e necessaries of life. These, even, he soon
trtailed,and all the cruelties ber isolated posi-01enabled him to inflict with impunity, he did

rt esitate to make use of, in hopes of bendinglr to his will. But the birth of another child-
ittle Cecile-made her only firmer in ber resolu-

tond to keep the precious documents at all hazards,a'id force her husband to acknowledge ber.
hings went on in this way for another year,

h en Suddenly she ceased to see or hear from ber

lie never came-never sent ; and after waiting
aifd expecting, till ber fear that she was a deserted
Wfe became a certainty, she summoned up all herelergy, and, with a resolution that overcame diffi-
to1r2S and hardships without number, managed

reach Kingston just at the period of Gaunt's
hs irsit. There she learnt the news of ber

'nband's departure, and found herself almost
te'tiless-alone and ill, without knowing where
turn for relief.

a was with the desperation that a d:owning
catches at a straw, that she sent that letter

tGauint
toortunately, Dick was not one to be appealed
do Vain all that his kindness and money could
her h rherthey did-but they could not recaîl

and, nor prolong her life.
ae -mo0nthsafter arriving at Kingston, poor

a arie died, though not before she had extracted
Whioînise from Richard Gaunt, the singularity of
th h can cnly be accounted for by supposinginbå er intense hatred and fear of her husband,
a kier debilitated and nervous state, had become

pad.of morbid insanity.
arr cng all the papers necessary to prove her

thatrhge in Gaunt's hands, she made him swearti he Would hold them secretly and securely
lthe death of Mr. Huntingdon ; that be would

tioo Place her child under the care of an old rela-
co fher own in England, to whom he should
toi10unicate her parentage and history, but that
child On else should either the existence of the
"lade o papers be made known. She further
lever him swear to protect Cecile as his ward,

r allowing her for a day, to be out of his own
begg-hMarsh's surveillance. Besides this, she
ligenced im to forward her portrait, with the intel-

hei of ber deatb, to ber husband.
reachedelimax of peculiarity in her requests wvas
çGaunt in her last. At Cecil's death, she required
0f e to corme forward, produce ail tbe evidence
childecile's being Mr. Huntingdon's legitimate

Witand claim the propertyr for ber.' 1 ail the vehemence and terror, that mental

and physical illness so often produce, she repre-
sented to Gaunt, that her unprincipled husband
would not hesitate to destroy the papers and dis-
own the child. To her excited fancy, Cecil was
a fiend in whose hands the very life of her little
daughter was not safe, and ber last words were a
wild prayer to Richard to save the child from her
father.

Under other circumstances, Gaunt might have
hesitated before entering into such an engage-
ment. As it was, he was not blind to the fact
that this terror of her husband was a great deal
the result of her feverish imagination : still he
knew the bad, cold heart of the man, and it was
so heartrending to look upon the wreck his cruelty
had made of his ycung, beautiful wife, and listen
to the wild, pathetic outpourings of the misery she
had gone through, as she piteously implored him
to grant her dying prayer, that, in spite of feeling
he was acceding to the schemes of an almost dis-
ordered fancy, he gave the promise, and, as far as
he could, honestly kept it.

A few months after Marie's death, Gaunt con-
trived to discover Mr. Huntingdon's address, and
to him he forwarded the portrait and a short note
informing him of his wife's decease; then, return-
ing to England, and placing the child under Mrs.
Marsh's care, he pursued his usual life.

Dick was not a man to be very much burdened
with memory, nor very much oppressed by any
obligation when not actually fulfilling it. After
Cecile was safely located at Biackhcath, the pa-
pers sealed and securely locked in that pretty
India hox, and deposited in his private closet, he
dismissed the subject very quietly from his mind.

I doubt if he ever gave a thought to Cecile,
except, when, at the end of each quarter, he for-
warded a check to Mrs. Marsh.

He was a little surprised and very much an-
noyed when, at the end of a year, he received a
letter from Cecil Huntingdon, inquiring what had
been done with the papers and personal property
of the person whose portrait he had received some
twelve months past.

(To be continued.)

AUSTRALIA.
PROGRESS, PEOPLE ANI) PoLITICS.

PART III.
Australian characteristics are essentially Eng-

lish, and yet there is something that distinguishes
a native born Australian from an Englishman at
first sight, the probable cause being the difference
in climate. The young Australians ride. swim,
and shoot well, are shrewd, intellig,:nt and quick-
witted. They boast that they possess the Grecian
climate, and certainly the eager, burning demo-
cracy that is springing up in their great towns,
resembles, in some points, -the ancient Grecian
spirit, though the author of " Greater Britain,'
writing twenty years ago, describes it as being
widely different from the republicanism of the
older States of the American Union. Mr. Froude
says, that there is not anywhere in Australia the
slightest symptom of a separate provincial origin-
ality, either formed or forming. In thought and
manners, as in speech and pronunciation, thev
are purely English and nothing else, though there
is a slight physical difference, the tendency being
to grow tall and thin, while we know that John
Bull is certainly not inclined that way.

Some queer customs prevail. In Mackay,
Queensland, a recent traveller states that the
most noticeable fact was that not a single man in
the town appeared to own a coat. At a dinner
party, at one of the sugar planter's, it was a curious
sight to see the ladies dressed in the latest fashion
and the gentlemen sitting down without a coat
on. A most noticeable feature in Australian cha-
racter is the extreme hospitality of all classes.
Indeed, to know what the word means, it is said,
you must go to Australia. Let bim journey
tbrough the length of the land, in tbe solitude of
tbe back country, or tbe busiest of tbe towns, a
traveller bas notbing to do but say be is a stranger
to ensure bim the warmnest welcome. Whether be

brings letters of introduction or not, as long as he
behaves like a gentleman, he will find no door in
the country closed againt him. Hospitality isthere no respecter of persons ; the rich and poor,those who come from ten miles off, or people from
the other side of the world, who are never likelyto be able to return it, receive the same welcome.

The amusements are eminently English. Lawn
tennis is everywhere immensely popular, and
played with much vim and eagerness. Cricket is
the national game and is enthusiastically sup-
ported, the Australian eleven being well known
in England. Dancing is also exceedingly popularwith ail classes. The principal sports seeni to be
hunting wild cattle, spearing alligators, shootingwild ducks and hunting kangaroos, while, in some
parts of the interior, the settlers appear to really
enjoy an occasional fight with the Blacks. The
political institutions of the colonies are still in a
state of comparative transition. The discovery of
gold, gave an abnormal development to the coun-
try, which caused a too hasty demand for free
constitutions, These were finally granted in 1856.Thus the wild and turbulent democracy of the
gold-fields was called upon to select its own rulers,
and, although the people who poured into the
new continent were intelligent, above the average,
they were necessarily composed of an adventurous
and reckless class. The government was, there-
fore, for a time, correspondingly disturbed. Uni-versai suffrage was introduced ; difficulties arose
between the councils and assemblies, between the
governors and the legislatures ; land-laws, good,bad and indifferent, were made;, administrations
were changed again and again. Nevertheless, the
good sense of the people as a whole, and theirability to get at the root of a difficulty, have pre-served them from serious trouble, while the im-
provement has been marked and continuous.

Society in Australia is democratic to the core.There is a plutocracy of wealth, but no aristocracy.Suitable materials for a second legislative chamber
have been found wanting in aIl the colonies. Ailof them having responsible government possess
such a chamber, and in each of them more or lessdissatisfaction exists as to its working. In NewSouth Wales and Queensland, the members arenominated by the Crown; in Victoria and SouthAustralia, the elective system prevails. Yet it isin Victoria that the conflicts between the twohouses have been the most intense, and it is therethat the popular dislike to the upper house is the
greatest.

These chambers, whatever the nature of theirconstitution may be, always fall into the hands of
one particular class, the squatters or land pro-prietors. and the business connection, and theinterests of this class are supposed to be directly
antagonistic to those of the bulk of the people on
the question which is the moving spring of Aus-tralian politics-the land problem.

A Canadian politician would feel bewildered ifbe happened to drop into an Australian legislature.
The same names, but what different principles?The creed of the Victorian Liberal party consistsof two divisions,-the destruction of the overgrownlanded estates, or what is claimed to be such, and
protection to native industries. In New SouthWales there is the same land policy coupled withfree trade principles. In Queensland the liberalministry, of two years snce, was overturned on arailway scandal. The conservative party, in ailthe colonies, is composed of the landed proprietors,
moneyed classes and merchants. They invariablyhold the reins of power in the council, while theliberals often have a najority in the assembly.The "upper class" are the successful men ofbusiness and practical intelligence who make largefortunes and spend them handsomely. Victoriais said to be democratic, progressive, and eager foran intercolonial federation, similar to that existingin Canada. New South Wales is progressive aiso,in its more deliberate fashion, is opposed to col
onial federation, believing or fearing that it migbtlead to ultimate separation fromn Great Britain,
while it favors a wider federation, one tbat would
embrace tbe wbole British Empire.
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