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ed by the seminaries of Quebec or of Montreal, aided by
contributions of material and labor from the parishioners.
Meanwhile mass was said in -»omne bouse of the neighbour-
hood by a missionary priest, paddling his canoe from village
ta village, or from, c8le to c4t.

The miii was an abject of the last importance. It was
built of stone and pierced with loopholes, to serve as a bloclc-
house in case of attack. The great .mill at Montreal was
anc of the chief defences cf the place. It was at once the
duty and the right of the seignior tq supply bis tenants, or
rather vassals, with this essential requisite, and they on their
part were required ta grind their grain at bis miii, leaving
the fourteenth part in payment But for many years there
was not a scigniory in Canada, where this fraction would pay
the wages of a mutler ; and, except the ecclesiastical corpor-
.ations, there were few seigniors who could pay the cost cf
building. The first settlers were usually forced ta grind for
themselves after the tediou3 fashion of the Indians.

Talon, in bis capacity cf caunsellor, friend, and father ta
-dl Canada, arranged the new settlements near Quebec in the
<nanner which he judged best, and which he meant ta serve
as an example ta the rest cf the colany. It was bis aim to
concentrate liopulation around this point, so that, should an
enemy appear, the sound of a cannon-shot fram the Chàteau
St Louis might summon a numerous body cf detenders to
this the cammon point of rendezvous. He bought a tract
of land near Quebec, laid it out and settlcd it as a modet
iseigniary, hoping, as he says, ta kindie a spirit-of emulation
among the new made seigniors ta wham he had granted lands
from the king. He also laid out at the royal cost threc vil-
lages in the immediate neighbourhood, planning them with
great care, and peopling them partly ivith families newly ar-
tived, partly with saldiers, and partly with old settiers, in
order that the new-comers migbt take lessons from the ex-
perlence cf these veterans. That each village might be cern-


