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648  Enquiry how far Animali are endowed with Reafon.

he reprefented them to bis difciples as ani- -

mited by fouls which-had previoufly aéted
a part in human bodies, and for that 1ea-
fon, enjoined them to treat thofe their
humbier brethren with gentlenefs and bu.
manity, and to beware of ever thedding
their blood., 'The (ame opinion il pre.
vails through the Eaft; and it has aétually
fuch influence on the manners of the Gen.
toos, that they will perith of hunger, ra-

ther than fhed the blood, or eat the fizth of

an animol.

This opinion, indted, as
which degrades the brutes to the humble
chara@er of picces of mere mechanifm,
mayprobably have criginated from preju-
dice or carclels- obfervation.  But, “Bnee

- natural hitioty has begin to be more dili-
gently cultivated, many chfecvations have
been made on the maneces and aecnomy
of the inferior animals, which prove) thas,
3f they are yuided by intlingl, that initind
is by no maans.a melhanical principle of
aftien, bur, in its nature and (ufeeptibility
cf:impprovement, citen appreaches nearly
to the charaler of human reafen.  The
manpess o1 no cne fpecizs among the
brutesi are unitermly the famcin 2R the
individuals bulonging to it.  Eeeain per-
ferming thofe 3@ions in which they are
faid to be guided by unvarying indlindt,
different  individuals  cifpliy  disivrenc
modés of cendud@.. It is probable, thatif
we were to examing therr munners and
cecoromy with the fame minute and care.
ful attenrion with which wy¢ obiirve the
conduét of nur own f{pecics, we fhould

" find thofe of their adtions which we call

“InflinfFroe, winth mere diveriificd than we
imagioe : the general refumnblance, the fa-
mily likznels, would, no doubt, il Lold K
but we (hould furdly difcoverthe charaéler
of the individuiiz to be diftinctly marked,
a5 weil yas that of the fj toics, The lavws
of anaicgical reifening do not juftily the
jdea, that the brutes a&t, on any occation,

On many oc-
cabons, they unceniably aft with detign

the dog obeys nis mafter ; he traces hiy
footfteps, in order to overtake him : he
even atiempts (o make returns of gratitude
for the kinducfs'with which he-is treated.
Others of the inferior animals’ behave in 2
fmilar manosr. 1t f22ms, therefote, more
pfob::bie,’ the infecier animoals, exen in
thofe inftances-inlwhich e cannot ¢iilin-
guifli the motives wlneh »&uaie’them, or
the ' views with arhich they proceea, act
not altezether withuut delign, and exiend
‘thiir views, 1 nut a great'way, yetaticalt

) -

well gs that ‘

a certain length forward,—than that they
can br, upon any occation, fuch as i rear.
ing their young, building their nefls, .&c,
adluated micicly by feeling, or uver-ruled
by fome ary flerious influence, under which
they are nothing . but inlenfible intiru.
ments, ’

The fa&ts from which this induétion ¢
drawn, have-wfdate furced thenifelves on -
obfervativn, in fuch a manncr as to give
.rife to a very curicus theory.” 1t has been
thouzht better to degrade mankind niarer
to the fame level with the brutes, than to
clevate the brutes to thie rank ufually af:
figned 1o mankind. ‘T'he humsn mind
has been reprefented as a bundle orin.
flinéls; only 4 Little larger than thofe bun-
dles of the famt materials whichhave been
beftowed on tlie brute~.. . Lbfervidg, that
the irnfurior animals feemed, on maay oc-
cificns, to 2@ vpon the (ame principles.
with- mankind, and unwilling to allow
that the former can a@ with defign, the
author of this theory has contrived 10 ex-
plain thr phinaomena, by denying deliga
to his own fj ecies, ‘

But we'will nat tamely furrender our
rights. 1t is better to thare them with .
others, than to be entircly deprived of
theni.. We' are confcious ¢f cempueiing
ideas, and of forming defizns. 1t thefz
eperations ate called infRinéts,— s ery well ¢
this is not o advance a new dullring, but
to propofe the ufe of hew termis —Yet
‘thofz alrezdy in ufe feem fufficient!y ade.
‘quate to the phrpofés for which they acé
employed. Let mankind i1 be sllowd -
to reaton, and io a€l with defign; even
though it muflt be granted, that the brutes -
tee reafon, but not fo fkilfully, and {uim
defignshut defigns much ofs extenfine.
than thefe ef mznkind.

We not enly accomplith fuch purpofes
as we propolc Lo auiicives, by the ute of -
fuch meins «s proedence fuggetls, but we
are alfe {ubjcfl o laws, by the influcnce
‘of which our condtdt, whatever it be, na.
turally -produces certain cffe@s on our
characirr and circumilances, which we
neither previoufly defired nor - forefe.
T he drunkard, tor intlance, fits down gna -
Iy te fwaliow a liquor of whicis be is fond,

-.or o join in that aoily micth which rewns
Camong his fellows,; . bat heinfeafibly . c.

quires.a-hahit which he did not think of,
and by indulping in that habi, uninten-
tionally produces vefy unhappy changes”
on his bealth and Circumilances, — § he be-.
nevolent naop, inTthe lame maaner,-when
B interfores to 1eiitve fus brothés in dufs
' : tredy, .
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