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Church “SmanMntcr'(.l'()lort)un." ’.l‘lm_y were (‘»p]:()ﬂ(:l.l Ly
the Pope nnd sirictly forbidden to enter England or ¥ rance,

Brant.—Camden gives the (ollnwmg account of the origin
of the word figot :—When .ll'oll(», Duke nl“._N()rnmm'l:v, ru-
ceived Clisla, the daughter of .(.'hurlun' the Simple, King of
France, in marringe, toguether with t!u: investiture of the :\'ur-
man dukedom, he would not lmhnut to Kiss Charlew's feel
and when his fricnds urged lm]l to comply with thut cere-
mony, he madv angwer in _le lun;_:llsh lungun, o ,\"nt._ 8, by
God” Lipon which ll_u: king and his conrtiers, 4!(:Ha'hﬂ;; the
duke, and repeating his answer (:orrnptl)_', from ignorance of
the language in which he spoke, enlled him ¢ Bigot,” whenee
tiie Normans were numed Bigodi or Bigots, Some funaticn!
manifestations of religious zeal pave the word its present
menning, Other authors songht to refur the word bigot to dif-
ferent sonrees,  Malone thinks that its original signification
was that of “a rude and barbarous” person, and that il is o
corruption from Visigoth : thus, Visigoth, Bisigot, Bigot.

Brackararn —In all great houses, but particularly in Joyal
residences, there were n number of mean und dirty dependenta,
whose oflice it was to attend the wood-yard, seulleries, &e.
Of these, (for in the lowest depth there was a lowoer still) the
most forlorn wretehes geem o have been selected to carry
conlg Lo the Kitehen, halls, &e. To this smutty regiiment, who
sttended the progresses, and rode in the varts with the pots
and kettles, which, with every other article of furniture, wers
then moved from palace to palace, the people in dervision gave
the name of blackyuards, & term since become sufliciently
fmmilinr.

Brasker.—When the Flemings camnie over to Fegland they
introduced the making of all kinds of woeellen cloth, and
one of them, Thomas Blanket, having made one of these wonl-
len shawle, ealled it o Hlapket, nfter his nome, which it still
bears,

Bougsians.—Many persons are a 2ol deal puzaded to know
what is meant by the terta Bolwemian, which has become a
word of very frequent use in our literatnre, and  partionlardy
amonge newspaper writers. A Bolemian, it wav natacally be !
supposed, is nothing more than a native of Boliemin, Ut
that is not the meaning of the word, In Paris the whole gipsy
race are calied Bohemions, nand henee any sort of idler who
lives by his wife s enlled & Bohemian,  But it i to yonng ar-
tists and titerury men, who are usuwadly irrcgular in theic aiits,
and pot over strict in their mormls, that the term ix usuaily
spplicd. From Pariv the terin was earrivd to London, and |
from London it has been brought to New York, and now

Rohewians are talked abont just e we speak of loat s or any i
othee cluss.

Rook~Long, long before these wondrous days
when a bundle of m
issues from the other in the shinpe of snow white puper, our |
warthy Teutonic forefuthers were content o write their letteps,
calendars, and arcounts upon woosd, Deing close-grined, and
besides plentiful in the north, the bor, or beech, was the tree
generally employed for this purpose, and henee came ourword
lronk,

Boss.—As the Boss of s shicld, it comes from the Latin
word J'era, anything puffed up.  The rool is the Greek phvsss ;
the centre of the shicld being genernBy mised above the
rest,

of uurs,
introduced ot woe end of 0 mochine,

Buasey.—HBrudy began to v distilled in Franse atout the !
yvear 1313, but it was prepared only az a maedicine. and was
considensd as possessing such marvellous strengthening and |
sanitary powers, that the physivisns named it < agua vite,”
Hothe water of Hfe,” (8 ean de rie) s name it still octains, one
of life's most powerinl and prevalent destrovers, Ty meaat |
Lully, a discipline of Armold de Villa Nova, considered hiswle
mirable Egsence of Wine to e an emanation from Divinity,
amd that it wag intended to reanimate and prolong the Hife of
man,  He even thouzsht that thi< discovery indicated that the
time had arrived for the consummation of all thiugs. the end
of the world. Before the means of determining the trne quan- |
tity of aleohol in spirits were known, the dealers were in the
habit ef vinploying a very rude method of forming a notion of !
the strength, A given quantity of the spivits was ponred upen
a quantity of gunposwder in s dish and st en tive, I at the
end of the combustion the gunpowder vontinued dry enougly,
it exploded, but if it had been wetted with water in the spirits,
the lame of the aleohol went out withont setting the powder
on fire. Thix was called the proof.  Spirits which Kindlad
gunpowder were said (0 be above proof.

Britzax o ~—(Briskn) o Kind of Hght carringe, so ealled reom
a town of the came name in Russia, :

Browx Srrov.—Brown Study (for reverie) is thonght to be
a corruption of brow-stady,

Benn.—The term Bull, in the pontitienl sense, is said hy
Arbuthoet to be derived from Y a soal of ornament worn hy
the young (Halian) nobility, called dullee (a0 semi-barbareus
tUreck word, signifving seals or signets) round, or of the
figire of & heart, hung about their necks like dinmond erosses
Those bullo came afterwards to be hung to the diplomas of U
emperors and poper; whenee they bad the name of bulls” To
distinguish them from all minor documents, and to mark their :
importance, seals of solid gold buifion were attached to them
by the Pape, and from this avose the nnme of b,

After-

- ‘
wards, bulls beenme mther common affairs, and seals of lesser |
value were appended to them, but the devivation immediately ;

H

preceding receives considerablo countenance from the fuct ¢hat
the bull creating Henry the Eighth ¢ Defender of the Faith,
had a seal of gold bullion attached to it.

Origin of the Saying, when people speak  improperdy,
STuats A Brie"—This beemme a proverd from the repeated
blunders of one Obadinh Bull, a lawyur of Lendon, who lived
in the reign of King Henry VII. )

Busven.~Bumper is a word of remarkable origin, Catholies,
once on a time, were in the habit of dedieating their first glass
of wine afler dinner Lo the healih of their spiritual head, the
Pope,  They drank to him by the nume of Zon peree, the good
futher, The words ultimately beeame the sigual for filling
tho cups {o the brim on all occasions.

Buncu—boury, Latin burgus, 1t comer from the Greek,
lurgox, a tower, a castle, a fortified town. 'The following words
seem to owe their nnme to it: Burgos, Bergen, Poysue, and
Poerga,

Buur-Stocxings.—The origin of the term Blue-Stocking is
snid to bave been as follows, nlthough we have heard other ae-
counts.  About the year 1750, it was much the faghion for
several Indies Lo have evening assemblies, where the fair sox
might participate in conversation with literary and ingenions
men.  One of the most eminent members of those socictivs,
when thoy first commenced, was Me, Stillingfleet, whoge dress

t hitherto Leen known,

war remarkably grave, and in partienlar it wns observed that

he wore blue stockings.  Snch was the excellence of his con-
versution that his absence was felt as so great a loss that it
uked to be snid, ¢ We enn do nothing without the blue-
’lockings ;" and thus, by degrees, the title wans established.
Brta.—The nume of Britain is derived by some from a
Phwenician word j by others from the Drete, o tribe of which
there nre traces in Gaul and Sceythia, Among the first ob-
jects of the Pha:nician interconrse was tin, whenee the Greek
vane of Cuxsiterides, or the tin islands, an appellation after-
wirds confined, it hag been supposed, to the Scilly isles. The
nnne of Anglic or Eegland is well known to have originated
from the .lagles, & nution of the Cimbric Cliersonese ar
modern Jutlund, who scttled in the northern parts in the sixth
century.
_ Beacox Fmes, &¢ —From the origin of the burning bush,
it in nltogether probuble, the worship of fire, for many ages,
ubtained over the whole habitable curtlh ; and is still to be
trueed in the (anernl piles of the Hindoos, the bencon fires of
the Scotch and Irish, the periodical midnight fires of the
Mexieaus, and the council fires of the North American Indians,
around which they danee. '

By Hoox axp uy Cuook.—'This phrase, like many others in
common use, hiad its origin so long ago that it is not easy to
fuy with certainty how it originated.  Among the conjectures
that have Leen made concerning it are the following (—

1. When Strongbow was debating with his followers on the
best mode of capturing Jreland, he said that it might be taken
by ¢Hook or by Crook.! ¢ The Hook ' was the name of a pro-
montory forming the North-East boundary of Waterford Har-
hour, und ¢ Crook Haven' was the name of another harbour on
the South Coast,

2. Huoke and Crooke were two judges, who always decided
in favour of the king whenever his interests were concerned,
#0 that it pusged into the proverb that the king could get any-
thing Lie wanted ¢ by Hooke or by Crooke.’

4. After the tire of London, A, D. 1666, during which more

; than 12,000 houses were burned, and many boundary lines en-
trely obliterated by the intensity of the conflagration, nume-
L rons disprites arose both as to the position and the extent of
Cthe

ates of those whose honses had been destroyed, and all

;theese dispates were finaliy referred to Hook and Crook, two

emineut surveyors, who, by the justice of their decisions, gave

Esatisfaction to all the parties; so that each received hiz own by
: Hook and Crook.,

4. It is quite certain, however, that the phrase is much

Colder than 1466, and there is good reason to belicve that it
pwas not derived from the names of any persons or places. The
Forigin of it is nnquestionably to be found among the incidents
Cof fendal tenure in England,

Tenants of land were allowed to

, take stire-bote,” that is, as much fucl from the landlords’ forests

A8 Wi ne

cesary for the maintenance of reasonable fires,  But
when they abused this privilege to the serious injury of valu-
able trees, and even to the diminntion of wood estates, they
were restricted to so much ax they could take by ‘hook and
erook.”  The hook or bill was a seythe-shaped tool, enabling
the tenant to cut down only the smallest trees, and the crook
at the end of the pole wag used for pulling down and breaking
np the dry branches of larger trees. We conld hardly wish
a more apt illustration of the means of gaining a desired ob-

jeet—+ by hook) if it is near at hand, ‘or by crook, if some- | valuable properties of the older alloy,

what Leyand our reach, and there is almost no doubt in my
mind that here we have the origin of the phrase.
1t is conziderably older than the times of Spenser even. In

- Bacon’s ¢ Fortunes of the Faithful,” published in 15530, we find

¢ Whatzoever is pleasant or profitable must be theirs by hook
or erook,” Tusser, who wrote on husbandry at a yet earlier
date, gives the following poctical advice regarding the protec-
tion of sheep agninat dogs.

S Ofmastives and mongrels that many we sce
A nsmber of thousands too many there be
Watch therefore in Lent. to thy sheepe go and looke.
For alegs will have vittals by hooke and by ereoke. ™

THE PROGRISZS OF CHEMISTRY IN 1870,
FFrom the Sceentiie American.

Although there have been no startling discoveries since the

1=t of January, 1870, still chemistry has held even pace with

all other seicnees: and we have been called upon from time
to time to record numerons improvements in the methods of

pmannficture of various articles, and in the new application |
cof well-known compounds.

Thie uses of oxygen gas have been greatly extonded since its
- M ~ Eal

Ccheap manufucture, and we hear of it as an important remedy
in disense, ns a powerful agent in the production of great heat,

ax a souree of light, and it ean now be purchased the same as

“any comunon agent employed by chemists

The recent improvement 1 the preparation of hydrogen
hids fnir to become an important step in the manufacture of

Uiltinminating gns, as it can be converted into carburetted hydro-
T Rns, Y

gen very cheaply, when it will burn with a highly illuminat-
ing tame, thus affording a cheaper and purer light than has
The simultancous discovery of the

ccheap and ready preparation of oxygen and hydrogen opens

the way to many nuses of those gases hitherto considered im.
possible on account of the cxpense attending their manu-
facture ; and the study and development of this new industry
nust be assigned to the first half of this vear. Hitherto, in
speaking of hydrogen, we have been in the habit of assigning
few wses to it. That jt would lift balloons on account of its
Tevity has long been Known, but its application in medicine
ix a novelty of which, now that we are likely to have the gas
in any quantity, we shall probably hear much more. When
Lreathed in large quantities it proves fatal, but in proper
proportions it nrets as an hypootic, and we may hear of it
herenfter as n rival to the hydrate of chloral in cases of
sleeplessness,

Further uses of hydrogen in conjunction with oxygen for
the fusion of the most refeactory metals is no novelty, and has
long been nuticipated as a probable and desirable consumma-
tion, 'The pmctical application of the condensation of gases
for the production of cold is a result that has been attained
this year moro than in any other former period. The fact of
“the possible compression of gases into liquids was loug ago
ascertained by Faraday, and fecble attempts were made a few
vears sinee to apply it for the production of cold, but it was
not until recently that these experiments proved successful,
There now appears to he no doubt that the liquefaction of
ases is. the true method upon which to found the artificinl
production of ice on a commercial scale; and we shall be glad
{o recard the success of any mechanical contrivance that shall
accomplish afl that seience pronounces as entirely practicable

in this direclion. The chemistry of the question has been
fully worked out, and what remaing to Le done is a similar
solution of the mechanical part of the problem, -

During the present year we have recorded unusual progress
in the art of photography, especially in the rapidity of printing,
and the permanency of 1the pictures,  The Alberitype offers a
method by which a thousand prints can be taken in a day,
with durable ink, and in colours nccording to the natural ap-
pearance of the objects, where these colours are such that they
can be introduced with the ink. The Albiyitype and the
Woodburytype are among the most important improvements
of the present day, and offer encouragement that a rapid
method for the production of photographic prints has now
Leen attained. Photographing natural colours has made very
little progress daring the last six months, and it appears
doubtful if we shall cver be able to accomplish this desirable
result. - -

In the manufacture of glass we bave to mention the use of
snlts of baryta, of Huor spar, of malts of thallium, for optical
purposes, and in general a very satisfactory progress.

Platinized mirrors have been introduced, and appear to give
satisfaction for various purposes; but the manufacture has
hardly reached such proportions as to enable us to pronouncs:
with absolute certainty upon the success of the racthod. Silver
mirrors; which at one time were urgently pushed as a cheap
and most desirable invention, have by no means displaced the
quicksilver mirror o long in vogue; and there would appear
to be some practical difficulties in the way of the universa)
substitution of silver for mercury. From a sanitary point of
view it is a misfortune that silver cannot take the place of
mercury, as the latter is exceedingly poisoncus to the work-
men ; and it was chiefly from this humanitarian consideration
that Licbig took up the investigation and devised chenp and
ready methods for silvering glass.

The uses of manhganese have largely increased during the
present year, and new and important industries appear likely
to be founded upon recent discoveries of the cheap prepara-
tion of the permanganates and the meta). It is now well
known that Tessié du Motay's method for the manufacture of
oxygen gns is founded upon the use of the oxide of manganeses
and soda,

The ready way of making the manganate of soda has sug-
gested the use of that salt for many purposcs, and by degrees
the permunganate has been introduced and applied as a disin-
fectant and for bleaching ; it is for the latter purpose that the
permanganates of lime and potash appear destined to become
conspicuous,  Disinfecting and  Dbleaching  are cssentindly
founded on the saume chemical process: for the former ouly
small quantities of weaterial are required, while for the latter
i the demand was much beyond the possibility of the supply.
| It has now been proved that the permanganates are among the

best Lleaching agents we have, and the past few months have
shown the possibility of supplying them cheaply and in any
quantity. No chemical progeess of recent date is of more in:-
portance than this application of permanganic avid az o disin-
fecting and bleaching agent.

We have also to note the use of metallic manganes: in coms-
bination with copper. Cupro-mangancse is a white alloy
closely resembling German silver, and possessing many of the
It can be snubstituted
for German silver in plated ware, and is now manufactured
and successfully applied in Connecticut. There was formerly
an insurmountable obstacle in the way of the use of manganese,
and that was the production of the necessary heat to fuse it,
This difficulty has now been overcome by the use of Sicmen’s
furnace, and the alloy of copper and manganese is readily ac-
complished.  We shall probably hear of itx introduciion as a
substitute Jor the much more expensive alloy of nickel, and
can now anticipate the manufacture of manganese steel more
largely than before.

The progress in the economical use of products that were
; formerly wasted, has been satisfactory during the past six
i months. Earth closctshave become better known, and by de-
grees we shall not only avold the waste attending upon the
old system, but also the frequent disveses and discomfort that
custom has fastened upon ux The waste of coul-tar praducis
is fast disappearing, and as we have recently bad oceasion to
remark, so great has been the progress of discovery in the new
application of the liquid and solid products of the distillation
of conl that we expect to see retorts erected for the purpose
of producing them, rather than for the manufacture of zas.
Gas will become an incidental preduct, while the objedi
songht will be the tar from which to make aniline colonrs,
and anthracene from which to manutacture alizarine and arti-
ficinl madder dyvs,

The manufacture and use of the hydrate of chloml, although
not started this year, may be properly suid to belong to it, ax
it has received its chief development within the last six
moenths, This medicine may be pronounced the most vatu-
able contribution of chemistry to materin medicr that has been
made for a long time,

The progress made in the uses of glycerin is worthy of note,
and in nothing was it more unexpected than in the preparation
of elastic spouge. By this recent improvement we have refuse
sponge rendered available for matiresses, cushions, and other
purposes. The use of glycerin in wine and beer, and for the
preservation of animal substances trom deeay, and in medicine,
is also worthy of note.

Woe cannot enumerate in detail each parvticular discovery,
but have said enough to show that the recent progress of
chemistry has been entirely satixfnctory, and quite up to the
precedents of the past few years,

To CrLeAx Brack Crora.—Diszolve anc ounce of bivarbonat.:
of ammonia in one quart of warm water. With this ligqnit
rub the cloth, using a piece of tiannel or black cloth for the
purpose. After the application of this solution, clean the
cloth well with clear water; dry and iron it, braxhing the cloth
from time to time in the direction of the fibre,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

J. K., Otrawa,.—Your verses are respecifully declined,
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