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“‘Life;Assuranee’is unnecessary; for:o ! <
" -'who.ard -eurious on!such’; subjects"will find .information:
“in several ;accessible ‘works.,  The basis of the science:
* yyas 2 discovery foianded, necessarily on.long and patient
observation:of life:
in'different towns. ;.M | had ntc
with the uncortainty of: their life,” but ‘ignorant., of .its
““ecrtainty. = The certainty is, Towever, : not; less firmly

** one. individual, but it is certain-to a thousand. . There

" thousand can be predicated;, beeause it lias been ascer-
~‘tained upon the most. satisfactory. grounds.’ ~The tables

‘published by various . individuals, at different. periods, -

~* " and founded. on-public records, .arc:interesting. to some
“i.: partics;. but to the general render, statistics:arc repul-
"-sive, and -columns of figures are.so many bores, doomed

“* invariably to neglect.’ ~ The vast majority of the reading -

‘public.are satisfied. with results, and leave the materials
'of reaching them untouchod. . The following extracts
from the tables, published in ‘a work nccessible to almost
every, individual, will “serve to show, the basis on which

i 'the cnlenlations. of Life Aysurance - Socicties originally -

rested, without occuping much spacei— ... ‘
Tabls showing the number of : persons alive at the end of
L gvery decennial period from’l to 100. :
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1N 7807 | 5427 804
Je1L | 8277|7639

5707 ]:.288" .| 584,

519 | 241 | 508

459 1199 - 432

885 | 147 ] 302

203" 96 | 1273

175 48 | 175

86 - 16 T2

51 211 7

. The work from which we- have reduced this extract
contains many moro tables, and gives: the annual in-
:stead  of tho- decennial results. - The gradual waste of
" lifo, .varies . much .in different  countries, ‘and . under’
_changed circumstances.:: Its-long duration-in- Carlisle,
_as contrasted with Vienna, is very romarkable. When
‘tho table was drawn up,.Carlisle was almost entirely a
“non-manufrcturing town, with a small population,: en-
'gagod in the pursuils, and enjoying the advautages, be-
_onging to the little metropolis of a rural county. -Vi-
“enna, then,: as now,.  was ‘the luxurious and: immoral
icapital of a'great .ompire, and-the result in idminishing
.ifo is'tho price of immorality and an unnatural: mode of

existence. The:French table goes over the whole popu- _
JIation of the country;.iwhich :is also the ense with . the =

_ Swiss tablo, and that for: Holland. ~ A table of that na-
; ture’is the only ono'on which o Life Assurance Society’s
_prices can be based with propriety. They drawtheir cus-

" tomors, their’ mombere or partners,” as the case may be,

from all quarters of a country ;: and they must therefore
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for our: purpose:.. Those- |

nd death in. different countries and
Mankind had been long acquainted

< "established than 'the uncertainty. : Life is uncertain to -

"“areno means  of telling the - duration ‘of "one life, but" -
“there: are moans, of ascertaining  the dutation of a thou- -|:
and lives. - Science ..will never be able to foretell the
‘death of “onec’.individual ;- but the . time of death toa- -

upon. .
" The, t

bles of Mr: Finlaison give; from the payments

. of ‘Giovernment anniities in Great Britain, " the’ experi-
encg derived.of the gradual decrement of life amongst the
class who were purchasers' of annuities; and we abridge -

it.w" The table” begins with 1,000, 'and the rate of de-

~erement i5 on’that number.. The results show. a greatly
" superior , valie 'of femalelife overthat of male; or, in
“other words, ‘they prove that women live longer ‘than
The difference might be explained in youth and,

-in the middleyears of life by the ‘exposure of males to'a™

men.

greater number of vicissitudes in life than generally fall

to-aceount for the superior. value.of female lifeinin-~

“fancy, abd it will be noticed that the distinction - com-
.- mences at the: begining of existence, and gradually in-

ereases from that to youth, to middle life, and. to old

: ﬂgc .'—"
‘:H‘_ALIV‘E FLOM 1,000 prrrus.
"A'u‘r.v P ] Mjl‘lyu . , ] }"L»mnla.v “‘Yc:\r.ﬂ ‘ Male, l"t‘mn!‘e.’
1 |.os1 | 9si- 4 .50 | s61 | 623
o200 963 967 || 60 440 539
-4 937 -946 70 238 412
6 919 926 .- 80 1256 | 210
.8 19006 913 . .90 - 11 52
10 | - 896 | .903 94 "L 14
15 ). 872 |- 883-|1- 95" 0 -8
20 | 837 848 - 96 0 5
30 321 77 97 0 2
40 | 644 700 98 0 1
|

.These tables show the great superiority of the lives-on
which annuities had been granted over the average in
socicty. . That was not a profitable fact to’ the Govern-
ment ; for the interest of parties, who have received a
single sum in exchange for an annuity, is to deal with
persons of a broken counstitution, and who may be ex-
pected to die soon. There can be no doubt that the

. friends of stich individuals are averse to the transaction ;

but annuitants “generally act without consulting their
fricnds ; or the payment necessary to form the annuity

‘is ‘provided by relatives 'in circumstances superior to
those of the annuitant. :

The interest of Life Assurance Socicties is exactly
thereverse of individuals, 6f companies, or of statesmen

by whom annuities are granted. The former desid erato
“long life on the part of their policy holders; and the

latter, few payments of " their annuities. - The former,

. therefore, select a healthy class of *customers or mem-
. bers, while. the' latter are besi pleased with droop-

“take the average:decrement of life in the nation for their -
guide. ;- There were three tables reckoned'in authority, " |:
and brought into frequent use in England-—the ‘London, . {su

. the Northampton, - and the’ Carlisle. . ‘There wasa wide . |'p

- difference: between the Carlisle, and the:London; while
Northampton, . standing  beiween. the . extremes, :,was_

' greneially considéred to yield a‘fair average, and acted

“‘to the: lot of females, -Although there are many walks -
_in life where females are exposed to all the influences of
“hard Jabour and of the element cqually with males ; yet
{in’'the aggregate, and especially inthe classes from
*which annuitants are likely. to come,  that would not 'be
“true. : This explanation is,. however, - quite insuflicient
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