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THE POWERLESSNENS OF THE
GOSPEL,

* The gospel 13 the powor of God unto salva-
tion.” Its potency is ulmost immoasurable, It
¢can take the most degraded spocimen of humabity
— oug in whom you can scarcoly seo a trace of tho
Divine imnae, one who is little above tho beast in
hia aspirations and none in his life—and if allowed
to work untrammelled, transform him mto one of
tho fairest among the sons of God, It can tako a
pation baptized in human blood, the torror of
civilized man, the active, vigilaut, dotermined
agent of Satan, and so influence it that it becomes
one of the most efficient mouns 1n the hands of God
for the suppressivn of wickedness and the promotton
of truth,

But while this is true, there is a powerlessness
in connectinn with the gospol which must not be
forgotten, It has nv puwer to act where 1t 18 not
present, It will never influence a man who does
pot hear it.  Though it to-day possesses tho same
power with which 1t was ondowed by its Divine
Author, it will never, and it never can, lead
the raco out from tho kingdom of Satan aund
into tho Kingdom of God until it comes into
individual contact with all the children of men, It
is like leaven, like the best of leaven, If you
keep it onclesed in a vessel it will never change an
atom of meal thouzh you have ten thousand mea-
sures near by, Evenif you bury the vessel con-
taining the leaven, bury one hundred of them, in the
meal no change will result; and this is tho fanit of
neither the one nor the other.  All that was needed
was to bring the two 1nto contact, and then a trans-
mutation would have taken place.

The gospel has power, but it is a power which is
inherent. If youputastoneinto tho mealnochange
is seen. It doos uot matter how large the stone is,
nor how costly, nor how old, nor how beautiful, nor
how skilfully placed in the meal, it is dead so far as
power over the meal is concerned. And it is very
unfortunate for our fallen race that much of the

so-called gospel which men are so diligently insert-
ing in tho minds of their fellow mortals, is nothing

more than stones which they have dug out of their
own minds, shaped by their own hands, carved by
their own skill, and ineeribed with their own in.
dividuality —as impoteunt to do the race any good
as are ,tho idols which the heathen wmake and
worship. And still men aay the gospel of God’s
grace has lost its inherent power.

But not only is the gospel powerless to act whera
it is not present, not only can no substitute fulfil
its oflice; it has no power to propagate itself. Has
the Icaven} No! Itis carried from one particle
to auother and by one to another, and thus spreads
throughout the whole mass. If aay portion of
meal is isvlated and remains so, the leaven will
never reach it; not even by an unseen influence.
It must have a bridge upon which to cross ora
boat to carry it over. It mnever leaps acroes
chasms. It Christ intended the gospel to bo self-
propagating Ho would not have said to his disciples,
**Gu yo into all the world and preach the gospel to
the whole creation.” It would be like command-
ing them to carry the lightning from the ecast uutu
weat, or sending them throughout the whole world
carrying the rays of the sun. Christ would have
addressed to the gospel this command: “Go and
make thyself known to all natiows;? and he would
have giten it the power to obuy, But he has given
it no feet by which to climb the mourtain side, or
oross the burning desert, or tread the trackless
forest. He has given it no wings to carry itself over
rivers, Jakes, and oceans to every place where man is
found. Ho has not commissioned it to build bridges,
nor ships, to make engines nor roads. It goes only
where it ig carried. Aud still men, sitting in indol-
ence, enjoyiug the blessings of a civilization made
possible by the gospel, openly declara that t o

gospel of God’s grase is a failure, because the
kingdoms of this world have not become the Iine-
doms of Christ. And who is toblame? The truth
has been entrusted to man in order that he might
carry it to every island of the sea, in ordor that into
dopths of every forest he might gn bearing tho
good news of salvation, in order that every moun-.
tain fastaess might resound with the echoes oi the
glad tidings of peace. And *‘ how beautiful upon
the mountaing are the feot of him that bringeth
good tidings; that publishoth penceo,”

Not only is the gospel powerless to act where it
has never gono, and poworless to go; it cannut
enter an unwilling heart It cannot push back the
bults and it will not break them. Itcannot untie tho
knots and it will not cut them. This power was
never given to it., It is no fault of the sun that
ms cheoring, health-givibg rays nevor enter the
blind eye. He shines with undimmed splendor
whother he 18 seon or not. Niagara has not lost
hor voice because the deaf man never hears her
thundor tones, Leaven is no less leaven because
it fails to change the nature of iron filings, And
the gospel is no less the powor of God unto salva-
tion because men rofuse to believe it; neither is it
any loss tho gospel becauso it does not change the
nature of horses. It has no power to save the
man who will not be saved. It willstand at the door
of his heart. It will knock and Lnock aud never
cease knocking until he who guards the entrance
closos his ears so that ho hoars no sound. It will
plead with the tendorest tones that the bolts may
be withdrawn and the door flang open. It will speak
of the cheerfulness it carries wherever it goos, the
light and joy and peace that always follow in its
train, of the door which 1t can open, and which
no other power can, into the realms of unchanging,
etornal felicity, But until man opens his heart
the gospel will never come in, It leaps no fences,
it takes down no bars, it unlocks no deors; and it
cannot. H. W. S.

Aews of the Churehes,

St. Jouw, N. B.

Good audiences and interesting meetings, Somo
are turning to the Lord, others are **almost
persuaded.”

There has been seven additious sineo lagt roport—
five by confession and baptism, and two by relation.

The annual excursicn of the Sunday-school was
held this year at Watters® Landing on the St John
river. All enjoyed the delightful sail in the
steamer ‘‘Clifton.”

Bro. H. Murray preached at Nauwigowank the
second Lord’s day in July.

Dr. Belding of New York passed through tho
city on his way to the annual meeting at East
Point, P. E. 1.

Derr Isuanp, N. B,

Home again! This remark was made by the
writer when I landed at the pleasant village of
Richardsonville ou Monday, July 6th.

[ had been absent from home nearly eight weeks
having been to New York for medical treatment. 1
could not, were I disposed, describe accurately my
feolings during the last fivo months, during which
time I have been a great sufferer, caused by a
dangerous ailment of the kidaeys. I assure Tne
CHRISTIAN roaders that I had despaired of ever
being cured, when on the thirteenth of May, Bros.
James Ward and James Richardson called at iny
house and presented mo with a purse of money (a
douation) from the congregation at Lord's Cove to
enable me tc go tn New York for medical treat-
ment.  So, on the 14th I started, and had not been
gono many days when I had another surprise, viz.,

» donation of money from the congregation at
Lzonardville.

1 am glad to write that I have returned home 1n
botter health, and am botter propared to do my
Maetor's work, and to minister in holy things to
tho peoplo on this Island, who have been so good
towards mo, and eo very indulgont. 1 am very
thankful to my heavenly Father that there is o
| shance (very small, though) for my ultimnite re-
storation to health.

I have the p'oasure also of reporting one addi-
| tion, by baptism, to the congrogation at Lord’s
Cove since my last report.

Lord Cove, N. B. Frang C. Oversavomn

East Rawpon, N, S.

Wo have just clused a good meeting mn Kast
Rawdon, with seven added to tho church, the
brethren built up on their most holy faith, and
much procious seed of the Kingdom sown in the
tho hearts of many. Bro. I, C. Ford did the
‘proaching. Tho interest incressed to the close.
We should have been pleased if Bro. and Sister
TFord could have remained longer in this part. We
havo lots of work over here for such faithful
workers as thoy; but they had arranged to go to
Pictou county, Wo think it but doing justice to
thoe cause of truth and righteousness tv say that
according to our judgment we do not know any
ono botter qualified to do the work of an evaugeliat
than Bro. E. C. Ford. J. B. WaLrace

!

SuupeNacabig, N, S,

The Quartorly Meeting held at this place and re-
ported in my last letter, was continued over the
second Lord's day, and notwithstanding the rain
that foll almost incessantly all the week, our weot-
ings were well attended, and a growing interest was
manifest. Two r.ade the good confession and were
baptized, and the brethren seemed greatly encour-
aged. The church hern is not larae, numbering,
perhaps, less than thirty, but is composed of as
good brethren as we have in any place known to me.
Their opportunities for doing good are encourag-
ing. They havo a nice little house in which to
worship, and have a good standing among the
people. But in order to bo successful here in
building up, a suitablo man ust be found to spend
part of his time at least, Jaboring among this
people. It was our privilege to spend but a fow
Gays with these brethren, but our stay was long
enough to be assured that a good work ean be dono
by the right kind of a wman,

From Shubenacadie we went to spend a few days
with the brethren at

East Rawbpox.

Bro. John B. Wallace—nat ** Rev.""—had urged
us to come over and help him, which we consented
to do. We began our meeting here on Wednes-
day, July 1st, and continued just thirteon days.
We were favored with fine weather, having rain
only one night, The intorast.increased from. the
very first. On Friday evening we had one confes-
sion, and.another vn Saturday. These were bap-
tized on Lord’s day morning. The meeting on
Lord’s day morning was well attended, and we
wore encouraged to continue through tho week.
As there were two other appointments in Rawdon
for the afterncou and evening, it was thought best
to have no other mcetings in our house that day ;
80 an appointment was made to preach for the
brethren at the Gore in the evening, Wo enjoyed
this meeting, having the privilege of seeing a num-
ber of the brethren whom we had not met for some
time. Returning to Rawdon on Monday, we con-
tinued our meeting through the week, with tive
moro confessions and baptisms, making seven in
all.  This success in 80 shurt a time but shows-
what might bs done with a prolonged effort.

But this report would not be complote if I shoulds
neglect to.speak of the mass mooting we had on-
the second Lord’s day we were in Rawdon., At




