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Business Notices.

As tho dexlen of the CANADIAN Drroaint e 1o benetit
mutually all lnterested ki the husinens, we would request
al) parties onlering xools or making purchases of any
description from houses advertising with usto mention in
thefr letter that such adsvertisement was noticed in the
CaNADIAN Drvagier,

The atteation of Drugssts nmd others who may be .
terested in the articles advestind fn thls Journal, §s eall.
i to the SPrc1aU CoraturR 110N of the Buritness Notlees,

Vinlx,

Read 1., C. Wheaton & Co.’s advertise-
ment on page 256 of this issue. Their
goods are uniform in measurement, of
excellent quality and must commend them
selves to the trade.

Vin Murlank,

Lawrence A. Wilson & Co.,Hospital St,.
Montreal, are sole agents for this medici.
pal wine in Canada. Sales ave, we under-
stand, increasing rapidly and its ex-
cellence must lead to a permanent demand.

Wallduy Goads.

The Reinhardt Mfg. Co., Montreal, are
offering some very desirable lines in
Holiday goods this fall. Their stock is
principally of their own wanufucture and
the designs are for the most part very
clegant.  See¢ advertisement.

Solarzl,

Solazzi, the well known brand of Pure
Licorice Ixtract is advertised in this
month’s issue. The strong endorsement
given it by the leading medical press and
practitioners leave no doubt as to its
purity and excellence. When ordering
specify “Solazzi.”

Tho *Ideal,”

Lywman, Knox & Co., Montreal and
Toronto, ditect the attention of the trade
in this issue (see second page of cover) to
the “Ideal” Hair Brush, which is claimed
tobe a geuvine “Siberian bristle brush
with « single bristlo substituted for
the ordinary tuft, the bristles being set in
an clastic air-cushion.” The prices are
reasonable and the brush should prove an
excellent seller.
The Principles of Pharmacog-

nosy.

The intelligentctudy of materia wedics,
or pharmacognosy as it is now more
properly called, naturally presupposes a
more than clementary acquaintance with
the morphology and structure of plants.
Without such previous knowledge it is
difficult for the student to understand
even the technical terms commonly used
Dy the lecturer and author in describing
a drug, and quite impossible for him to
have an adequate gresp of the subject he
is endcavoring to study. And yet for
him to possess such knowledge is the ex.
ception rather than the rule; the appren-
tice is frequently advised to commence
his studies with materia medica; he
docs 3¢ by committing to memory the
‘botanical source, natura) order, and hab-
itat of the drug, and thus acquires a
-certain awount of parrot-like information
which, when occasion may require, he re-

peats in a parrotlike manuer, succeeding
adirably in  converting n fascinating
study into tedious repetition.  Should the
student not be in » position to avail him-
self of the services of a teacher of botany,
he would do well to take as his guide one
of the many elementary text-books, and
study worphology and structure on
materinl that he ean gather from field or
hedgerow, for the commonest trees,
shrubs, and  herbs will furnish him with
abundant  examples.  Such works as
Lwdley’s ‘School Botany,” Olivers ‘Les-
sons in  Elementary Botany,” Scott's
Structural Botany,” will not only render
techmeal botanical termns intelligible and
familiar to him, but will train him to
observe, and to observe critically ; for this
reason the necessity for making the sub.
juct essentinlly o practical oue cannot bo
too strongly insisted on. Nor should he
content himself with simply collecting and
examining leaves and flowers, as is often
the case.  Roots, stems, and fruits should,
and as his interest grows, would be sub-
jected toscrutiny.  Much information can
be gained by allowing stems and roots to
dry, and obsurving the changes that take
place. At the same time, with the aid of
a text-book his knowledge of systematic
botany would grow without etfort, und
the student would find himself in a
position to study with advantage the
crude drugs denived frem the vegetable
kingdom. In extending lis studies in
this direction he would do well to clussify
his drugs organographically, and study
the most familiar, say the leaves, first.
By this means the mental strain involved
in constantly traunsferring the attention
from oune to some other totally different
organ would be avoided, and the powers
of observation further tested.  Moreover,
he should preface the study of the leaves
by studying in his text-book the structure
of the leaf in general, and the same with
the other organs.

In dealing with the vegetable drugs
the aid of a text-book must be invoked.
As the student reads the drag should be
in one haund, his hand-lens in the other,
that cach statement as it is read may be
verified or corrected, but he is advised to
refrain from subjecting the drug to
wicroscopical examination until he has
acquired a knowledge of botanical ana-
tomy. From the ‘Medicinal Plants’ of
Bentley and Trimen, if available, he will
gather an idea of the appearance and
habit of the mother plant, whilst the
‘Pharmacographin’ offers him in most at-
tractive form concise accounts of its
commerce and history. Thus, and thus
only, can he learn to know a drug. Tet
him be warned against all tables of
materin medica that contain little wmore
than the ‘name, natural order, and
habitat” of the drug, and that may at
most serve to “‘cram” for examinations i
which little clse is required of the candi.
date, but bear about the same relstion to
nterin medica as a box of dry bonesdocs
to the living creature of which they once
formed a part. Tet him also avoid the
error, too commonly committed by both

student and teacher, of reducing his
studies to the mere discernment of certain
chavacters by which one drug wmay bo
distinguished from others that rescble
it. ‘Lho desieability of his being ablo to
distinguish each and every drug is un.
deniable, but it is ouly a fraction of the
object of his study, »nd a fraction with
which he will be already aequninted if his
examination of cach  drug has been
minutely and conscientiously carried out,
Hle should at all times distinetly remem.
ber that his busiuess is not simply to
kuow this or that detail in any one drug,
but to be fammline with at least the lead-
ing puists it the history, Jife history,
structure, and composition of every drug.

To understand the production and col-
lection of structureless drugs ootained
from plants the student must be nequaint-
ed with the various glands, ducts, Intici-
ferous vessels, and other tissues in which
such substances as oils, olcoresing, gum.
resins, ote., are seereted by the plints, ag
well ns the changes which cellulose mny
undergo in the formation of such substan.
cesas gumn or resin,  Here, uecessarily,
the microscope must be requisitioned for
the study of these structures, and it may
be assumed that the student will have
umde sutlicient. progress in anatomical
botany to enuble him to make an intelli-
gent use of the instrument ; certainly he
witl ind the study of this sceond section
of materia wedica amplify and explain
much that he hud read and observed in
the first.  Nor will the study of theso
drugs be cowplete without an upproxi-
mate knowledge of their chemical constit-
uents, their chicf reactions, and principal
physical characters,

Up to this point the student hns heen
dealing with drugs more or less intact ;
the further development of the subject
will logically consist, first, in the identifi-
cation of unknown, fragmentary, powder-
ed drugs, and, secondly, the micro-chemi-
cal detection of their active principles nnd
determination of the tissue or tissues in
which they reside, n study which is best
pursued at the hand of an experienced
histologist.—Phar. Journal and Transac
tions.

Borate of Calcium.

This salt has been introduced into
therapeutics by Dr. A Alberto, of Rio
Janeciro. It 13 white, inodourous and
nearly tasteless and is prepared by precipi-
tation froma solution of chioride of calcium
by borax. The author recommends its ap-
plication for burns and in cascs of moist cc-
zema and fatid sweating. Taken internal.
lyitconstitutes anexcellentanti-diarrhaie,
especially for children, the dose beiug
about five grains for a child a few months
old and proportionately greater for older
patients. Its etlicacy against diarchoa
scems to be due to a double antiscptic
and angsosmotic action due to the borie
acid and lime into which the salt is de-
comnposed in the intestines (L'Orost, xvii,,
1594, 199, through Rep. de Pharn.)

R R R P P Y ML VR TERTRCN I Pr T TE § RATE)



