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Vils.

Rlead T..C. Whîeatons & Co.'s advertise-
ment ons pagO 256 of this issue. Their
goods are uniformi in neasuremient, of
excellent quality and suist connsmnend them
selves te the trade.

Vini Marlani.

Lawrence A. W'ilson & Co.,Iospitsd St,.
Montrea, are sole agents for tihis msedici.
nal wine in Canada. Sales are, we under-
stand, increasing rapidly and its etx-
cellence must lead to a permssianient dessand.

lidolithey Gîoodtis.
The Reinhardt .lfg. Co., -Montreal, are

offering somie very desirable liss in
Holiday goods tihis fail. Tieir stock is
principally of tieir own tunufacture and
the designs are for the iost part very
clegant. Sec advertisemnent.

Stari.
Solazzi, the well known brand of Pure

licorice Extract is advertised in this
mionth's issue. Tihe strong esdorseimn-rt

given it by the leauling miedical press and
practitioners leave no doubt as te its
purity and excellence. Wien ordering
specify "Solazzi."

Tho
Lymsan, Knox & Co., Montreal and

Toronto, direct tise attention of the trade
in this issue (see second page of cover) to
the "Ideal" Hair Brusis, which is clained
to be a geuuine "Siberian bristle brush
with a single bristle substituted for
the ordinary tuft, the bristles being set in
.an elastic air-cusiion." Tise prices are
reasonable and the brush should prove an
excellent seller.

The Principles of Pharmacog-
nosy.

Tise intelligentetudy of materia medica,
or phàrmacognosy as it is now more
properly calied, naturally presupposes a
more than elenctitary acquaintance with
the morphology and structure of plan:s.
Without such previous knowledge it ils
diflicult for the student to understand
even the technical terms comnonly used
by the lecturer and author in describing
a drug, and quite impossible for hini to
have an adequate grasp of the subject se
is endcavoring to study. And yet for
him to possesis such knowledge is the oe
ception rather than the rule; the appren-
tice is frequently advised te commence
bis studies with msteria medica; lie
does se by committing to mnemory the
botanical source, natural order, and hab-
itat of the drug, and thus acquires a
-certain amount of parrrot-like information
ýwhich, when occasion may require, he re-

peats in a paIrrot-like inanner, succeeding
admirably in consverting a fascinating
study into tedious repetition. Shouldi the
student nlot be ini a position to av'ail imii-
self of the services of a teacier of botanîsy,
hse would do well to take as his guide one
of the manîusy elemssentary textbooks, and
study msorpsiology and structusre on
msaterial that ie can gattiser frou field or
hedgerow, for tise commasssonssstt tries,
shirubs, aid ierbs will furnisih hii with
abundiait examples. Suich works as
Lindley's 'School Ilotanytt,' Oliver's 'Les-
sons in Elimsentary Botany,' Scotts
'Structural iotany.' will not only render
tecnissiscti botansical ternis n itellig"ilie .arta
familiatr te imii, but will train imiii to
observe, and te observe criticdly ; for this
reason the necessity for saking tihe sub,
ject essentially a practical onse catnot bo
too strongly insisted ona. Nor should he
coantenat iselsf weith simplysi colle.ctinsg :and
exanining leaves and flowers, as is often
the case. Roots. stemias, asd fruits siould,
and as Isis interest grows, would bu sub-
jected to scrutinly. Muchs informiattios cal
bc gainsed by allowiung stems and roots to
dry, and observing the, changes that tatke
place. At the samne tittae, with the aid of
a text-book Isis knowledge of systelmatic
botany would grow without ellort, and
tihe student would find iinself in a
position to study witis advantage the
crude drugs derved fremn tise vegetable
kingdois. Is extendsîg lis studies in
tisis direction ie would do well to ciLassifv
Isis drugs orgaiographically, and study
the msost fatniliar, say the leaves, first.
ily this atjns the intattl strain involved
lis constantly transferring the attention
from one te somne other totally different
organ would be avoided, and the powers
of observation further tested. Moreover,
he should preface the study of the Icaves
by studying in hsis text-book the structure
of the feaf in general, and the saine with
the other organas.

lIs dealing with the vegetable drugs
the aid of a text-book nust be invoked.
As the student reads the drug shsould be
in elle iand, hsis iand-lens in the other,
tisat each statenient sas it is rend 11:ty be
verified or corrected, but lie is advised te
refrain front subjecting the drug te
inicroscopical exatniniation until he has
acquired a knsowledge of botanic-l ana-
tosy. Froma the 'Medicinal Plants' of
Bentley and Trisen, if available, lie will
gather an idea of the appearance and
habit of the snotiser plant, whilst the
'Pharmnacograpiia' offers hii inost at-
tractive fori concise accounts of its
coîsumnerce and history. Tihus, and tiss
only, cai lie Icarni to kanow a drug. Let
hin be warsed againsst ail tables of
niateria niedica that contain little iuore
than the "aistîne, natural order, and
habitat" of the drug, and that nay at
nost serve to "eramn" for exaninations us
which little else is required of the candi-
date, but bear about the saue relation te
manrteria medica as a box of dry bones does
to the living cr-cature of which they once
formed a part. Let him also avoid the
error, too comuonly comsaitted by both

student and teacher, of reducing Isis%
studies to the suero uiscernent of certin
chaisrtcters by which ono drug snîay bo
distinguished fromi otisers that resesublo
it. Thi desirability of his being able te
distinguisi each and every ding is is.
desiable, but it is onsly ai fraction of the
object of his study, îIsd a fraction with

Vhich h.e Wiii be- alreadv atinted if Isis
exasninttion of each drug lias beean
suiiinutely and conscientioussly carried out.
I le should at ail timtes distinctly rei-sîn-em
li-r thait his business is not simspliy te
kno11w tits or tisa detail in anly one drug,
but to be famsiliar with at leasst the leatd.
in., Jit in li- i iyrv. lire listory,
struscture, aud comiposition of every drug.

To uinderstand the production and col-
lection of structurele-s drugs o.>ained
froi plats tise student lusst he acquaint-
ed withs tise various glanlds, dusts, litici.
ferous vessels, and otlier tissues in whsicih
sucis substances as oils, oleoresiss, gus-
resins, etc., are secreted by te piants, as
Veil is the changes whicih cellulose lay
usndergo in the formation of such husibstanî.
ces as gutn or resis. liere, necessarily,
the isscroscope must be requÙsitiised for
tise study of these structures, and it masty
bo assîîued tISat the stuldt-nt will hlave
ade sutlicient progress in atniatoiniicai

botany to enable imisu te iake a intelli-
gent use of tihe instrument ; certainly be
wati lnisi tise study of tilts bcLunId section
of mîateria lled itsa ,lify aisd explaisn
imuci tiait le iad read asd observed in
tihe irst.. Nor will the studv of these
drugs be complete Vithout anî1 approxi-
muite knsowledige of thseir chemtical constit.
uetL,î- their chief reactionss, asd principal
piysicdl csaratcters.

Up te tihis point the student lats b1e
dealinag vith drugs more or less intact ;
tise furtiser developmient of the subject
will logically consist, first, ins tihe identifi-
cation of unknown, fragientary, powder-
cd drugs, and, secondly, tise iicro-ceimsi-
cal detection of their active principles and
determination of the tissue or tissues in
whicih they reside, a study whiichs is best
pursued at the hand of ano experienced
hàistologist.-P>har. .7otrnial antd Transac,-

Borate of Calcium.

Tihis sait has been introduc-d into
therapeutics by Dr. A Als-rto, of Rio
Janeiro. It is white, inodourous and
nearly tasteless and is prepard by precipi-
tation fromna solution of chioride of calcium
by borax. Tise author recommîîsenids its ap.
plication for burnas and in cases of noist ec-
zemna and fietid sweatiig. Takt-en internal-
ly itconstitutes ais excellentcatnti-diarrhteic,
especially for chiildrens, the dose beiaig
about five grains for a child a few months
old and proportionately greater for older
patients. Its e-îicacy against diarrhS a
seemus to be due te a double antiseptic
ad anesosnm otic action due to the borio
acid and limsse into whichi the ailt is de-
conposed ia the intestines (T,'Orosi, xvii.,
1894, 199, through Rep. de J'haarm.)
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