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THE PR(VINOE OF P. E. I8LAND.

BY HON, D, "RROUSON, PROVINCIAL
8ROLITARY,

The Legislature of I'rince Edward Ialand [ land

was prorogued on the 10th instant. The
most Important aubject which eugaged ita
attention was that of communication with
the malnland during the winter season.
Princo Edward Island, which is ono of the
most fertile Provinces of the Dominion, is
separated from Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick by the Straits of Northumber-
land, At the narrowest place, viz,, between
Cape Traverso and Cape Tormentine, the
distance is 8} miles. Theo harbors of the
Island ave closed from four to five months
in every year, and the Straits are more or
lems filled during that timo with floating ice.
One of the conditions on which the Island
entered the Union was, that the Federal
Government should “establish and miintain
efficient steam service for the conveyance of
mails and passengers between the Islaund
and the Dominion, winter and summer,
thus placing the Island in continnous com-
munication with the Intercolonial Railway
and the railway aystemn of the Dominion.,”

The Inlanders complain that faith has not
been kept with them in this matter, and
that the Dominion Government have regard-
od their applications with indifference.
Evidently these complaints are not without
foundation. A party of twenty-two men
attempting to cross the Stralts in January
laat, in small boate—the only means of com-
munioation provided for the s rvice—were
detained on the passage for two days and
one night, suffering most severely from ex.
posare, from which many of them will never
wholly recover. The Legislature of the Is-
land, wearied with patient waiting and in.
eflectual ocomplaints, resclved during the
sexion juat closed, to appeal to the Queen,
with the hope of securing a redress of their
grievance, and an address to Her Majesty
on the subject was on the 27th of March
agreed to unanimously by both Houses. In
this document the case of the Inland is set
forth with much vigor. It embraces a
claim for compensation for the loss sustain-
ed by reascn of past delay and a demand
for the fulfilmeut of the terms of union.
The ressonable and Joyal spirit which ani.
mates the pecple of the sea.girt Province
toay be inferred from the fact that on the
1t day of the seasion the I’rovincial Legis-
lature passed a resciction recognizing the
paramount obligation of the Federal Gov-
emment to suppress lawlessness and zebel-
lion in the North.West, and declaring the
unwillingness #f the Island to importune
the Federal Government while they are cn.
gvged in matters of anch weighty moment
to the Empire; and, therefore, postponing,
until some suitablo time within the present
legialative recess, the carrying out of the
constitutional means by which they seek to
.obtain aredrees of their grievance.

The want of a aational fecling in Canads,
which shonld cause usto place the unity
sod general welfare of the country above
all other considerations, is often felt and
commented on.  This last action of Prince
Edward Island shows that, in the Island
Province at least, this feeling of loyalty to
the Dominion isuot wholly abeent, We
are sure that this graceful action will be
duly appraciated wherever it is known, and
that the case of the Island will not suffer ia
consequence of it.  Surely the question of
communication bLetween Prince Edward Is.
land and the mainland is one which the
General Government can seitle with that
Provinos without necessitating an appeal to

the British Government, While providing
At vast oxpense the means of communication
betwoen all the other Provinoes, and build-
ing a rallway to the Pacifio, the Dominjon
cannot afford to continue a breach of faith
with the loyal people of Prince Edward Is-
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THE FENTAN BAID IN 1866.

A REMINISCENCE.

BY CANNIFF HAICHT, XSQ.

The scens witnessod in Toronte on Mon-
day, the 30th March, must have broughs to
the minds of many aimilar soenes that oc.
curred not only here but in other parts of
the ocountry in the fore part of June, 1386,
The excitement was more intense probably
then than now, The trouble was closer at
hand, There wasno doubt felt as to the
result, yot no one oould forecast the end,
Happily for Canada so far there have heen
but a very few timesin her history when
her sons have been called upon to take up
arms either in her defence or to crush out &
rebellion, an2 we hope that the time may
be very far off in the future when ahe shall
be called upon again to do so. But when
the call has been made, it has been respond-
od 10 in a way that has thrilled every patri-
otic heart. People there have been in the
past, and it may be there are some etill in
existence, who have sald we were not patri-
otic; a vile and malicious alander. Who that
remembers the past, or witnessed the depar-
ture of our gallant young fellowa a few days
ago, or have read ths rcporta that have come
to us from all parts of the Dominicn of the
readincss, nay tho anxlety of thousands to
assistin stamping out this rebellion, wil}
have the temerity to say that Canadians are
not patriotic,

The recent event in this city brought to
mind & similar onethat occurred on Sunday,
the 3rd of June, 1560, nearly nineteen years
8go, in the town of Picton, where I then
lived. I rnade some notes at the time, and
thinking that they might possess some inter.
eat just now, I give them pretty much as
then written,

Abont three o'clock in the morning I was
awakened by the shrill notes of the bugler's
hom. Presently the fire bell began to xings
then the ¢hurch bells joined in, What was
up? I sprang out of bed, hunried on my
clothes, and made for the street. The aun
had not risen, but the day was breaking in
the east. Already men were rushing along
the street, women and children wereswarm.
ing out of every do or, excited and alarmed,
With others I made for the telegraph of-
fice, where a lazge number had already as-
sembled. There we learned that our battal
fon, the 16th, had been ordered to the front
at once. Couriers were dashing away in
different directions with orders to bring the
men in. The news from the acene of action,
though not discouraging, was alarming.
There had been one encounter, and a num-
ber of our men killed. Report after report
flashed along the wires, and as they cume
were read to the excited and rapidly increas-
ing crowd. Now it was, **The Fenians ate
being atrongly reinforced at Fort Eria.”
Then, “'A large body of Fenians are ready to
cross at Sarnia.” Again, “*A large number
of Fenians are concentrating atSt. Albans,”
and soon, People in the vicinity of the
town 200n found their way in and, as the
morning came on more and more followed.
Between nine and ten, red coats from the
country could be scen making their way to
the rendezvous, and at twelve every man
was in his place, At this time the town
was crowded from end toend, Wives and

children, brothers and slaters, with sad and

anxious faces, passed through the throng to
get & chance to bid loved ones good-bye.
Telegrama continued to coms, and the Iater
ones were more asauring, It was remarks.
blo to notice hnw quickly the anxious crowd
of peoplp that passsd around the offico were
hushed {nto a silence zo intense that you
oould hear them breathe wheneover the re.
porter came out to read a meesage ; and
though, as I have said, Iater reports were
more cheering, yot the {act remained, our
men must go, that they wore now awaiting
the order to march, A meeting was held
in the atrect, L: front of Chapman’s build.
ing. There wero acveral speakers, and a
number of volunteers, whose names I took
down, my desk being the head of a flour
barrel. About one p.m. the band struck
up and the men moved off to the boat. An
immense crowd had collected on the dock
snd along the bank, A few encouraging
specches were made, cheer after choer was
given. Tho boat moved off amid shoutaand
waving of handkerchiefs, the band playing
¢ The girl I left behind me.” It was & acene
not soon to be forgotten, and a call met with
a promptness and dispatch difficult to suz-
pms. A fow short hours ago many of the
men were acattered about the county, not
one of whom, it is safo tossy, dreamed of
being called out, and before two pm, they
were off, One old man, well.-known, but
dead some years sgo, sbounldered his rifle
and came a distance of ten miles, but waa
not allowed to go on acconnt of his age, He
was 30 mortified over it that he sat down on
the dock and wept like a child. Justbefore
the boat steamed away, and while sad and
hasty adieus were being aaid, a fair young
wifc stood at some distanco holding her
child and pointing to its father, a fine young
fellow who stood by the rail on the upper
deck watching them; the ckild saw him,
reached out its handsand called “papa”
In a moment it was caughtout of the moth-
er’s arms and paseed along over the heads of
the people and Landed to the father, who
cavghtit, There was a quick embrace, a
shower of kisses, then back it came to the

lous mother.  For some time the people
stood and watched the receding ateamer,
and then turned away., Many of us now
found our way to the gymnasium, wherea
mecting had been called at three o'clock to
make arrangements for our own protection.
At it an arrangement wae made for a home
guard, which was at once enrolled and offi-
cersappointed. A committee wasappointed
to look after the families of the volunteers
and render’any assiatinoe that might be re”
quirod. A deputation was also appointed
to go at once to Kingaton and, if necestary,
to proceed to Ottawa for arms and ammu-
nition. The home guard met again in the
evening, when patrols were aent outand
guards placed at different points in town.
These precantions appesred necomary frgm
reports reccived that two orthree propellors
were in resdiness to leave Oswego with a
body of mea to makea raid at some point
or Bay Quinte. Daring the early partof
the afternoon news came that the Fenians
had surrendered. Later thatthe most of
them had escaped to the American aide, and
that but fifty had been captured, and were
under a strong guard at Port Colborne ; and
later atill, the authorities did not know
there was a Fenian on Cazadian soll, This
was good news, and we hope the reoeption
{he scoundrels met with will end any far-
ther attempte to disturb us.

The sun had gone down bheohind the ves.
tern woods, The streets were empty, and
after the noise and confuxion of tLe day it,
for the first time, seomed like a 3unday, X
had not boen at church, indeed I do not
know whether thers were any services helil

in any of thom or not, I was terribly weary !
and oan safely sey that Inever putinsg !
o Sabbath day, and have no desirs to pay
another like it again,
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THE NORTH-WEST TROUBLES.

NO. 11,
BY BEV, XOKETON R, YOUNG,

In a previous article in TroTit I mads
reference to the great herds of buffalo iy
the North-Weat years ago, and the grad
succoss of the Indian hunts in those days,
In oonsequence of the great abundance of
the good buffalo meat, hunger was thenua.
known to the thrifty Indians,

8o great was the quantity of meat sccared,
that it was often a drug on the market, and
the Indians who dwelt in the forests, wlere
the buffalo roamed not, could get all they
wanted at cheap rates, in exchange for the
rich furs, which they trapped. Everybody
who lived there in those days had abua.
dance, I remember once when I had come
down from Norway House to the Red River
Settlement in a canoe or boat, having a con:
versation witk Rev, Geo. McDougall on the
svbject, V/hen I regretied the cost of my
necessary supplies for mwy northern minion
he laughed and said, “Why, lat fall when
my sons and I wished to get in our wisters
provisiors, two of us went out on our horses,
and in an afternoon’s Tun we killed fourteen
fat buffalo cows, That afternoon’s sport
furnished vs with all the meat we required
for that whole winter."”

All this has chapged, The buffalo Eave
gone, and in a measure, the white man’
coming is the cause of it. In their old days
the Indians regarded the buffalo as tho spe.
cial gift of the Keche-Muneto, the Great
Spirit. They had their regulations inrefer.
ence to killing themm. Wanton slavghter
was discouraged. They had Iaws in refer-
ence to them, which corresponded closely to
our preasnt game laws. The introduction of
fire-arms, and the visits of white hunters,
who would shoot and kill at all times, i
spite of Indian customs to the contrary, and
the increasing demands for buffalo robes,
have brought about thelr extinction, Wken
good for their robos they were almost worth.
1eas for food, being thin and tough. When
thix flesh was in prime condition their rotxs
were worthloes, hence the double slaughter,

‘We are now, Iam well aware, in azry
ing position, TheseIndians aretho “‘Wards
of the nation.” They are on our hands, and
wo must do the best we can for them. A
thorough revision of our method of dealing
with them is in order. Somothicg mustle
done, and that quickly. What is five, or
sven ten, dollars a-head per annum, witha
little twine and ammunition, and a few ra-
tions, as & substituts for®what they have
had., Thoee in the prairie regions chafc and
feel imprisoned ontheir reservations There
is hardly any game, and there are nonccf
the excitements of the chase. Tomake far-
mers out of these old “‘buffalo hunters” s aa
impossibility,

Then thess little reservations, arcund
which the waves of white emigration sre
surging, ate very great mistakes, Theles
son of a century, both in this Dominion
and in the United States, is that the Indian
cannot atand close contact with our Angle:
Saxon civilizatior, The Indian tribes in
the Indian territory of the U. 8. aro doing
well; all others are degenerating. Ve lave
in this great Dominion a vast area of coun-
try, where an Indian Provinoe, large enough
for all our Indians, can be formed. It will
suit them vastly better than do their pres-
ent roservaticns. Its lakes and rivers
abound in fish ; there is & good deal of
game ; there are vast hunting flelds, where




