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and also all along the line of general hukiness, The three
hook storex here and algo the department stores earryving
books and stationery have all, T understand, done n pros-
perous yeur's buginess.

During the past year, however, 1 took note of the fol-
lowing faets which may ¢ of some interest: Linen note
paper, similne to owr Freael organdie, Holland linen and
ditmity s sold on the American side by the pound at a
uitel lower price than we can buy it for in Canada, The
10, 15 and e, papetries en the Ameriean side are gotten
up in very faney style wnd seem to sell welll  In other
lines of stationery we secn to have about the same values
as on the American side,

Sarata, I believe, is somewhat sioted tor being s poor
ook town,  We have tricd every means of moving the
populie books of the day but without suceess, while seross
the river at Port Huron the hook trade is good.  Although
they have to compete with Detroit departmental store cut
prices, dozens of copies of eaeh new hosk are sold in Port
Huron at not less than $1.15 each.

For Summer and Fall trade  the 25e. paper-covered
lines of coperight hooks ruch as ¢ Granstark,”® ¢ When
Koighthood was in Flower,” and ** Arms and the Wo.
wan "' huve been big sellers and some more  copyright
books at that kind of price would take well around these
puets, Oue of Collier's wen told me that he was colleet-
g on over KLMO worth of books seld in Sarnia on the
subseription plan and vet 1 have had a flest-clnss 24-vol.
set of Seott in my windows quite often marked $10, and
another dealer has a niee set of Dickens™ in hix window
marked %7, The subseription plan scems to heat ns.

We tried an expeviment in Sarain last November in
cutting school hook prives. One dealer gave 20 per cent.
(o compete with Enton's price aml another beat him by
giving 25 per cent. We were all mixed up in il more or
less and the chilidren raa here and there, having a regular
pienic with us. After the whele business was over a gen-
eral smmary sevealed the faet that we were all more or
less stuek with varions lines and ont of pocket. Tt is to
he hoped that vext vear we will ali unife and sell at the
marked prices,

I think o peneral wiwemstanding about prices among
dealers in the same town, with a few kind words from the
wholesale travellers to Cealers inelined  to eut prices,
would be agreat help v the book and stationery trade in
zeneral and in elosing b might add that if the Canadian
dealers woudd strongly suoport our trade  paper ¢¢ The
Roukseller and Stationers,”" and use its columns for saying
what we have to iy e one another about trade in gen-
eral we tight do ench wther a lol of ood duriag 1904,
From a Correspondent in Collingwood.

Teade in all lines has been good.  Tn taet teade for the
year Just closed has been the hest, 1 believe, in the history
of onr {own. Speakiag ot onr own particular lines we
have found a marked Paproveent.  Customers demand
4 better elass of goods than in former years.  There has
been a zood demnnd for new and daintiiy got up books,
fine leather zoods and bicheelass stationers. The demand
Tar calendms and Chirsstinns eards was fair, but appenrs
to be gradually falling off.

Carter & Co., Limited, Charlottetown, P.E.L

The buok trade for the past year, especially dming the
holiday season, has been fairly good. The demand for a
better elass of books . growing,
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We feel very much, of course, the effects of the big
departmental stores in the upper provinees in the methods
of their doing business, expeeially in the hook trade, which
ix no doubt demoralizing the refail tvade to a large ex-
tent.

The stutionery husiness during the past year has been
very good and we have no reason to complnin, This is
speeinlly so in stuple lincs with a good demand tor novel-
ties.  On the whole we think the season’s business in the
nhove lines has been fairly satisfactory,

A8 MONTREALERS SEE IT.

ONTREAL wholesale stationers do not think their
trade will be in the least affected by the agreement
among Toronte stationers to adopt & uniform prac-

tice in regard to rebating freight on goods shipped to the
Maritime Provinees so as to put themselves on the same
hasis of selling in that market as the Montrea) stationers.

Apparently for some time various methods have pre-
vailed wmong Toronto statiogers to meet the vequirements
of the situation. At the meeling of the hooksellers and
stationems’ section of the Toronto Board of Trade on De-
vember 18, resolutions passed will pince all under the same
rules, but from the Montreal point of view the Toronto
men, as a body, will be no farther ahead of their compe-
titors in Montreal ag regards Maritime tvade than before.
They will either have to cut prices, which is not expected,
or allow the freight between Toronto and Montreal: just
as at present Montreal wholesalers allow freight between
their ¢ity and Turenta, when selling to Hamilton or Lon-
don customers,

The Montreal houses have probably the lead over other
western Canadian houses in the Maritime market, at least
in the more staple linex of stationery. In novelties and
uations Tarente leads throughout Canada. Messrs., W, J.
Gage & Co, have a flourishing  braneh  in the Maritime
Proviuces, as well asx in Montreal itself.

AMtogether our Mautreal friends tell us that they ex-
peet little if any change in the position of the two cities
in the Maritime markel, as a result of the Toronto sta-
tioners” action.

Another subjeet introduced at the Toronto meeting was
that of uniform cash disecounts, A Montreal representa-
tive of this paper is informed that Montreal wholesalers
bave rveceived conmmunications from their Toronto breth-
ren in vegard to this matter, but so far nothing has come
ot it The feeling in Montreal is hardly in sympathy with
the propasition.  As one manufacturer vemarked: ¢ I¢ ix
a matier for each to manage individually,  As far as we
are coneerned we nsnally allow a eash discount of 3 per
cent. on lines that are rather elose ent, and 4 per cent. on
general stationery.  There is a vast difference  bhetween
the elass of goods handled by some stationery houses aud
others, and it strikes me that a zreat deal  of difficulty
wenld be experienced in ereating a uniformn rate of dis-
comunt which would  he satisfactory 1o all, especially as
between Montreal and Toronto houses,””

The Library Bureau of New York, inventors and mak-
ers of the card system. expeet to have their factory in
uvperation at Ottawa sometime during this month and will
shertly open oftices in Mantreal and Torvuto,
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