
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

PROPOSED HIGHER RATES OF vire for saving postage. Tiis last change is the States nf Indiana for the ycar preccding
POST'AGE FOR PERIODICAL in itsclfworth having and the bil which the date of tissassertion were lcss titan $')S,

BOOKS. promises it wortl flghting for.-From I coo. Under abeir ncw law, wich was passed
A otage bill is now pending in the Commercial Advertisr. b the reckless use of such asserions boll

louse of Represcntatives, which promises in thcncwspapers and in the legisiative
if it become', a law, to serve as a wholesomc E FREE SC-OOL-BOOKS ch1brs, the expense thus far to the people
check on the publication of poor literature DESIRABLE. dircly has been two or thre i titis
fi provides that ail publications jurporting amount, and the expenses for the officias
to be issued periodically, and to subscribers In answer to an inquiry for statistics con- ces atd salaries tor carrying un the
but whirh are mercly books, or reprints of cerning the advantages of supplying sctool- have bccn fully as niuch as te total expcîtses
books, issucd complete or in parts, bound or books by public taxation as againsa the for books in the previuus ycars.
unbound, sold by subscription or otherwise, systei of prtvaie turchase, wc receivcd re- We do fot know where authority %as oh
shall be subject to postage at the rate pres. cntl> an intrestn letter from Mesbrs. aaîod for tte statement that theaverage ex-
cribed by law for third class matter, and not Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., which we take pense mn Massachusetas was 67 cents. 'le
as at prcsent by the rates of newspaper te iicrty ofprinting, as it contains informa- day of Springield, last year, according tu te
postage. If passed, this bill will increase tien net generally accessible nor widdy reports af cily expenditures given in %it
the postage bill of certain firts. which are kIv" : Springfield Republican, spent an average (i

not in the habit of paymng copyriglt, Soo lir . . . As publishers of school-books, pe cents for each pupil i tue cotmtn
cent li is naturally arousing organized op- t dcs itt make any material differcnce t schools. Utier towns in the western part of
position. *rhre arc no financial interests to us wto aur customers arc, wvlther ahey are Massachusetts itake equally as bad show.
give it organized support. States, counties, cties, aowns, or private ing.

Fortunatety the examtination of the work- dealers, bit the question ai books supplied Naw if, under the frec book systein, the
ing of the prcsent law furnishes preof enough by public taxation is anc that, as citizens, wc average exptnditure for school bocks ex.
of the widoi of cltanging it. To gain the are intcrcstcd in, and as persans connced tends from lcss ahan 5o cents per pupil ta 67
advantage of newspapcr ates the publishers svith the publishing business, we are fainiar cents or So cents per pupil, and the schooi
of cheiap literatnre issue tlcir novels with with ail the facts surrounding the question. attendance k, as is clainicd, largely increas-
ail the regsulaity of a newspaper office. One Sgt (ar as we know, the iaw passed the cd, it is manifesaiy ta the inturest oi scîool.
of these publshers if no more, turns out six Lcgislature aIassacitusetas wiahoua c book publishers ta have iaws passc for frc
ne%% novels a weck during the fifty-two weeks or discussion, and since the passage of the books, but we honesaly belt at suci
of the ycar. Under such a systtm, if a gond aca Iler, have been great efforts tojusaify laws would bc injurious ta the besi interes
story is not forthcoitîîng, a bad one takes its tte law by the showing af cheapness, and of ahe people.
place; if a salcable one is not to be had, in the compiring, wiali asseitians whoiiy la is naa possible that ctildren shah be
unsalcable one is sent through the postoffice. groundless, regarding the expcnse ai suppiy laught ta take as good care of public pro-
It is better to sink a few hundred dollars in under ternis u open caipeaiaion and sales peray as they will oi aheit own private pro.
an unmarketable book than forfeit the postal byprivate dealers. hiMassachusettscxpcnds pcray. It is nat passible ttat the saine tabits
privileges. n ths way itany a volume finds 67 cents lir ycar for the text-baoks ai each af clcaniiness and neatncss can lce enforced
its way mio print, not froi any nrit Of its child, ber cxpcndtures are at leasa one-sixtt if diray, ltalf.worn, disease-iniesacd booksare
own nor ta satisfy any demand of either greater than cver were proven under te placcd in the hands ci ahe cldren. Te
good taste or bad taste. Wien once pub. systein of private purchase. There are seitle report of tte Healah Officer ai the cia> of
lsied it finds sone buyers, and wlti once Stats and sanue catntiunities which are Boston, for last ycar, c. rtified te tie snca-.e
bouglit tinds soime readers. Thus the Prc. supplied with special breoks in suc a nan- ai contagiaus discases oitae use ofirce
sent postal raes have aggravated our over- neras ta enable pubbshcrs ta know abso- schoal-boaks. la is cntirely proper abat te
production of bad books while displacing iutely tte quantia> supplied. The saasaics State or comunty shaîl pay ail such ex-
good books. fram sucl States show abat theaverage ex. pcnscsas are necessary, and as are commun

The taste of the reading public is much penditure per pupil is less than 5o cents per ta ail thechildrcn in school Such expendi-
better than the bloated book.iarkct of to- annun. Again, thertioaischool-chiidrcn turcs include tîe casa ai the building its
day would ndcate. Tlle mass and charac- ta the total population is an item ai informa- furniture, apparatus, and arial uscd in
ter of our present clcap litcrature is due mn tien furnished by the census reports ai i8So. connection therewith, such as fuel, chalk,
large meaîsurc ta the accidents of trade. The total population is aiso given. The ips, charts, globes, booksofreference, and
Plaper ias been a crug on the market. Our total school-book productionat that aime was other materiai, but whcn il contes ta tte pur-
"popular libranes" Itave therefore been i about Si,000,00. From this data, it is easy chase a such articles asareintcndcd for tht
benelicial junk sho ta paper manufacturers. te esniate the average expenditure for the panaicular use ai caci child, we do naa sec
ilut for cherap paper, cheap works must be United States, which ; again found ta be uherein a une cao be drawn beawecn aIl the
found, and in the present condition of our lcss ahan 5o cents per pupil. We have never articles shat arc essential for the child's ai-
copyright laws the imtost vapid Enghsh pro- seen any figures showing a higher expendi tendance at school. He must bave cloahes
duction i Ibetcter from a mercantile point of turc ahan these for ch pupil, excepa such and shoes as well as books. li mnt have
vicw than most Amencan writng. as were bascd mercI> upan the estimates ai fond as well as bocks. These are cqually

There is no passible danger that our books those wha were whollv unfainiliar wiah the essential ta tue child's attendance, and
will bc abovc the tastes and beyond the stb)cca-wihd and extravagant guesses cf tht books are tht smallest iteti an the usa.
imcans of the reading public. W'e shah nen wlto had their awn ends ta serve and Vhy should ont b procaurldat the expense
always have lghit liteature for the nicntally who wcre fobtening saine schenic for their of the State, rather ihan the ouhers? Ia
timred, sensaaonal httlure for those Mitose own privateadvantage. For cxainple, when seems ta us, indecd, tbaîthecommencement
tastes deimand It, aird, let us hope, cheap the bil was pcnding in Indiana hast winter, oi this public support ofchildncn will lcad
lterature for us ail. fult let t be literature, assenion% wcre malle that millions aidoliars' saep b> saep ta the complete support ai aIl

nOt surplus paper hurned througb he woth ofschoal.baaksweresold in hatState who shah desire it. If tht parent is entithed
presse; let it be stch hiterature as we want cach vear, and it %as claimed abat we sold ta reccive schol-baoks for his children for
not such as the publishers can get for the tht majonîtv of them. 13> an exaiination their use in schoal, why flt other articles
least moncy; and m:ay every book be pub. h aurbooks, wc werc able ta take oath that that are equally neccssary? -Pubhshcrs
lttcd ta sel] and flot onc lîubltslrd as a de. aur sales for the entire year ta tht dealers in ecly.
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