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the errors of the middle ages. The fact that
a dozen different camps of thieology e.xist,
each acknowledging the others contain
enoughi fundamental truth to insure the sal-
vation of true believers, affords Primia facic
evidence that tliere should be only one in-
divijual and Catholîc Church. Against
these primai truthis the wvorld may throw its
scepticisni, but it wvill be but as the mist
against the rock. Inv'estigationî is to, Chiris-
tianity as lire is to gold-a refining and
purifying power. The numerous troubles
that beset the c.hurch. of Christ arise
from our creed-making prol)tusities; we
must have the how and the wviy and the
wherefore of everything. lIt ick on the radii
of tenets that batties are foeght ; as regards
the central truthis we are a unit), lIt is ai-
ways refreshing to turii to the teachings of
the great teacher Himself, whichi shine with
as broad a iight to-day as they did i8oo
years ago. Thiey are based on reason, and
if in ail the î-ealms of nature there are iawvs of
rnethod, they will be found in Chiristianity
alone, and for that reason. The Reforma-
tion did much to unshackle the chiurch, but
a full century passed before the world com-
inenced to, comprehend the powers of Cliris-
tianity. it is a cux-ious fact tîxat Clu-istianity
is the only system that refuses to change
Nvith the changing years. Science changes,
-has varied its theories several times wvth-
in the last fifty years,-but Christianity is
steadfast. Groups of gentlemen hiave lately
been revising the Scriptures, and searching
for the most primitive fornis of Chiristianity,
feeling tlîat the nearer they came to them
the nearer -they wvouid be to truth. The
idea that some people have that Chiristianity
is chîanging lias arisen from the fact that for
the last 300 years men 'have been lopping off
the excresences that have attached them-
selves to it. Systems that depend for suc-
cess on the illiteracy of the masses may sit
in sackcioth and ashes, for no power may

keep from the people the knowledge 
of their

our day is peculiarly suited to, the spirit of
our religion. Hitherto the image of Élhe
Creator has been veiled by creed-makers--
the day is coming when we shall see Him as
He iF.-'

A vote of thanks was tendered to Dr.
Burns at the close of the lecture, and pre-
sented in suitable ternis by the chairman.
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LECTURES vs. TEXT BOOKS.
(Yl'ae courant.)

Can a stu dent acqui *re as muchi knowvledge
from a lecture as lie can from a text book?
Tluis is a question wvhichi we have revolved,
in our minds of late, and have corne to the
conclusion that lie cannot. Tiiere are- cer-
tainly some subjects which can be treated
better, and be more clearly understood,whien
delivered in a discourse than wvhen read from
a dry text-book. Many of the books now
on abtruse subjects are difficuit to under-
stand, and when one licars thiese subjects
discussed by an instructor ivlio can frame
these ideas in simple language, hie, of course,
will get a muchi better idea of them. An
instructor, however, must have the talent to
express himself clearly, and make himself
understood in order to produce the least
resuit. \Ve have in oui- mind several pro-
fessors who, wvhen tlîey deliver their lectures,
î-attle on so, and speak their ideas so fast
tbat tixe student cannot begin to put in bis
note-book ail lie ixears, and consequent]y
misses many, of the importunt and prominent
ideas. There is another disadvantage in
the lecture, namely, the listener, of course,
cannot put down the lecturer's remarks
vcrbaim. The principal ideas, and those
bearing directly on the subject, are the ones
whichi it is necessary for lir to note, and
it is the min ority who have the power of
expressing these ideas in a proper manner.
If wve look over a note-book wve wvi1I find
mnany ideas jotted dowvn that are unimport-
ant, and not at ail essential to the subject.
Whiereas, if the student lias a text-book be-
fore him, he can study out tîxe meaning con-
veyed, and get the true gist of it, thougli lie
lias to employ mnuchi of bis time in doing so.

A student wants a clear head and plriity
of tirne .to understand and appreciate a
study, at least most of us do. One oughit
flot to be bothered wvitli the trouble of put-
ting down notes and endeavoring to under-
stand at the same tinie. lIt is altogether
too muchi to ask of any ordinary individual.
lit is well enough fer the instructor to give
bis views and explanations on certain points
to the class, after they have studied them
up, and endeavored to understand them, but
to try to go'trougli a whole course on the
lecture principle, seems to, us too great a
feat for alrnost any man, no matter how good
a student he may be.


