
EDITORIAL. -

RECIPROCITY IN MEDICAL LICE NSURE.

ABSTRACT.
Dr. William Warren Potter, of Buffalo, president of the

National Confederation of State Medical Examining and
Licensing Boards, chose this for the sùbject of his annual
address at the seventh annual meeting of that body, held at
Philadelphia, May 31, 1897. He first paid tribute to the
memory of Dr. Perry H. Millard, of St. Paul, then in an intro-
duction reviewed some of the essential points of progress that
had been made in state control of medical practice, and finally
considered his subject.

Tue Problem.-The most important question now to bc
discussed pertains to the interstate exchange of licenses, and
every friend of state con trol is interested in establishing this
principle. It is one of the objects this confederation is labor-
ing to accomplish, but a most difficult problem for solution.
A national registration bureau is desirable where legally quali-
fied and reputable physicians may be rec'orded-physicians
whose names appear on this register to be allowed to pass
from state to state in the enjoyrnent of all privileges pertain-
ing to the practice of medicine. Those chiefly agitating the
question of reciprocity, however, are specialists who desire to
spend profitable vacations at summer resorts, and do not
relish the idea of taking state examinations in the localities
chosen for their holiday practice. Another class of men, corn-
pelled by circumstances to change residence, is more deserv-
ing, of sympathy ; they take the exam.ination uncomplain-
ingly. Shall a state require of its own citizens a compliance
with its practice laws while granting to thrifty summer special-
ists.exemption fron their operation ? As the state laws for-
bid discrimination against the inhabitants of each, there is
both a legal and a moral bar to such exemptions.

Obstacles to Reciprocity.-Equality of standards for admis-
sion to the study and practice of niedicine is the only endur-
ing basis on which reciprocity can be established. When the
several States adopt a uniformi level of, preliminaries, a
uniforni period of collegiate training including uniformity of
methods of teaching; and finally, an absolute similarity in
the methods of conducting state examinations and granting
licenses, then reciprocity will be equitably and permanently
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