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still greater foroe, if, I am persaaded, this operation mey be renderad
still less formidable by adopting the plan which I kave advised of dila-
tation instead of cutting, and a light, ample and open wire cage instead
of the ordinary inefficient tube or tubes.

The question in regard to tracheotomy then, may be reduced toa vzry
fow words. If there be laryngismus and its effects; if these efects be
-of sufficient magnitude, severity and danger, tracheotomy must be per-
formed, if we do our duty t» our patient, and mwa be successful! If
there be not laryngismusand its effects, in the degree proposed, we ought
pot to perform this operation.

This gonclusion does not relate to epilepsy alone, but to any'and every
case in which tracheotomy is contemplated. In practice, the question is
one of skill axd in forming an accurate judgment and diagoosis of the
spinal Jaryngez! character of the malady, and of efficiency in that of the
operation. I am persuaded that in both thesc respects there has beea
fhilure. Notwithstanding which there is, even in the cases published,
muoch to encourage, or rather to compel us to have recourse to tracheo-
tamy, in cases which it was formerly not contemplated.

But we repeat that it is for Inryngismus and its effects that this remedy
is to be adopted. Even in Mr Brunnel’s case, it was against la. yugismos
and its effocts that the tracheotomy proved efficacious, although the ope-
mtion was performed with another object. For the half sovereign was
not extracted through the tracheal orifice. But the laryngismus, whick
befure the operation was so fearful in its character, was disarmed, and
the patient could adopt the inverted position without danger, and thus
the ocoin was removed.

ART. XVII1.—Cases treated in the Montreal General Hupital, with Re
marks. By. W. Fraser, M.D.,, Professor of the Institutes of Mo-
dicine, McGill College.

Casz, No. 2.

Amputation of \he Forearm. Reported by Mr. B.bert Cmik.

Nathan Duffy, ¢ ged about 37, & farmer residing ncar Plattsburgh, of s
plethoric and som awhat scrofulous looking habit, was admitted into the
Moutreal Gener.l Hospital, on the 27th of May, 1853. He says that, o0
the 19th of Agril, while at work, he suddenly felt an intense itching in
the middle fir.ger of his right hand, which soon increased to severe pain.
He applied 0 a doctor, who ordered a poultice of hops, indian meal, aad
charconl. It cpened spontaneonsly, and dischargod a large quantity of
black-looking matter. The poultice was continued, and ina fow days the
inflammation extended to the bandsone abscess forming on the palmar sar
taoe and ancther on the dorsal. The former was opened ; the Iatter bund



