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fray the cast of the measures required to prevent annecessarýy
disease and death. Is our own profession entirely exempt from
culpability in this matter ? Have we, as good citizens, earnestly
advocated the need of more attention on the part of the public
and the Government to sanitary añf tirs ? Nay, have we, as
physicians, the trusted advisers and lnatural guides of the public
in ail that concerns the prevention of disease, used our influence
with the people themselves and with their representatives in so
zealous and able a manner as to niake both feel the importance
of the subject ? Have the several meimbers of our profession
who have beenc1 elect.ed to the Legisiature of their country done
ail that they might to initiate and secure legislation on subjects
appertaining to State iedicine ?

In this connection, I congratulate the Association that, as you
will presently learn, there is good reason to believe that the
appeal which has beet made by your body to the Federal
Governmnent for aid in carryiig out a selteme of health registration
in the Dominion will be successful to at least a moderate extent.

But to continue our reflections upon some of the uses served
by the Canada Medical Association.

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.
It bas been instrumental to some extent in inducing not a few

members of the profession to contribute some valuable communi-
cations to the common store of medical experience and fact.

Hlithierto Canadian physicians have devoted their time and
talents chiefly to the teaching or to the practice of medicine
and compâratively feýn have recorded their experience of the
diseases thiey have treated, whether i hospital or private prac-
tice. Very few have written a book or even a pamphlet upon
medical topics, and our medical journals, numerous as they are,
do not contain very many articles written by Canadians, but

consist mainly of extracts fron foreign periodicals.
It must be admitted also that the men whose opportunities as

ofdicers of asylumns and hospitals, or whose exercises as teachers
of science confer upon them special advantages, are equally
with their brethren the general practitioners vulnerable on this
point. Within the past few years, however, thie number of papers


