
AIA NOTES 0F TEAVEL IN CHINA.

pigeon, mi fin cum clown side mli housie, taike mi so fashion ini kiek
Up bobbery alomig you." To whicli the Chinanian will repli': "'mi
savey no casion makey flaid, eau sceure do plopel pigeon long youi
flin ait same faaluin long von.",

iFigliting with crickets ii a commnou amusement among the
Chinese, and tlic belligyereuit: can be purclîased in sniali cages, A
foreiguer wishing to askc for a cricket will say: "«lui wantchie makey
look, sc those two pieces tizmg iakey figrhtie."-" I{aiyah hab got
ean catechie chlop-chop," wvill be the ChinamianIFs reply.

This language is as simple as it i absurd, but the words inu8t be
arrangred as the Chinarnan lias been accustoinod to hear them, or h
will not uuderstand what ii said. Lt i spoken in ail the ports of
China open to foreign trade, aud there is no disposition to adopt a
purer one. No matter how fluently the China inerchant tnay speak
this '<pigeon English," lie cannot understnnd auiything tliat is spoken
among the foreigners theinseIves; andl this is on the whole fortunate,
as remarks are daily mamde at table about the country and its
institutions, which would not be at ail gratifying to a mandarin to
hear.

The majority of the streets are very uarrow, and it would not be
a difficuit matter for a personl to get, by anc single step from one aide
to the otiier. Most of the retired a9treets are occupied by tradesmen,
those of a ainilar callingr keeping together and occupying a whole
aide of a street. A long, row of houses .3olely occupied by slîoe-
imkers, 'wilIl be seen on one side, and ou the other side an equal num-
ber of tailoring establishmenmts or trunk makers, ail of wbom are
biard at work. One would famîcy timat it would be to the intereat of
ail parties were they to distribute themscives throughout the city,
but it i to ha inferred that tlîey euïeh ha-ve patrons who find out
their favorite link in the long chain, and visit ne other. In xnany of
the streets are to bc sem shops containing goods of foreigun manu-
facture, and there are nmany other indications of the benefits which the
Chinese are deriving froni foreign intercourse. lJgy looking impie.
ments of torture standing in racks, and under the custody of police-
men, oceupy a position in every street, their disreputable guardians
being a greater source of dread to the people than the polished steel
itseif. The police are poorly paid by the Governict, and make up the
deficieucy by% practieing enormities upon the people, which dure flot
b)e introduced into auy civilized country. They are complained of
at tiînes by the people, but ne heed is given to their petition, uniess
it i accompauied by a certain arnount of money which the sufferer la
unwiiling and in niost instances unable to furniali.


