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anid a Latini iniscriptioni, -which 1 submit. as a puzzle to any iembers of
the Institute, '«ho are curionis in) Such thlillgs.*

There are iiot so mai details of the discoveries iin this directioni,
anld they are ilot of' as initerestiing a character. Althoughi Tadlousac
'«as so long- the niost imiportanit. statioi iii Canada, it n'as niot tili 1647/
that the French reachied Lake St. Johni. li 1663 they hnad pcncetratcd
as far as Hudfson's Bay. TÏadousac wvas the prinicipal Site of the Lid, m

trdlong after Quehcc hiad becoinle tue capital. of the colonyv, ar .1
some Of' thie oldcst. missionarv settlemlents aire or the Ianny ii
Champlain's time, the isltmid of Mnra sems almiost to have vied
-%itli i as a traimg place f'or the Indialis, '«ofolloiwei the route of
the Ottawa, andi Chamiplain biimsell hjuîlt a hionse niear '«hlere the Vic-
toia Bridge Crosses, though the tri lgi reildezxons Secis to have beenl
at. the back of thje islaud, oný thie Iiviere des Prairies. But the liroqtiois
Nvar; must have reindered sucl a, stationi too inisecure, as no town or fort
ivas hauit there tili 1 641, anid the Inidians even from Lake Huroni used
to ascenid the strcamis, w'ich faîl inito the Ottawa from the North, and
at'ter a portage, uscd to descenfld the St. Maurice to Thirec Rivers, or
the Saunyto Tadoinsac. Evenl as late as 1670: Ci-arlevoix tells lis
that tbere wQi'C rarcl- less than 1'200 Lidianis to be seeni encaîniiped at
'fadlousac e1ri the trading season ; but, t'Le ravages of the sinall-pox
amonzst the Nortlierni tribes about that perîod, p)lt anl end to*tle trade
of Tadouisac andTi 'ree Ilivers. 8ome niationis '«ere io more heard of.
They were exterminiatcd, amiialg-amated! -iith other tribes,, or carried
their furs to the lEnglishi fort oni -ludsoii's i3av. -Montreal, whlichi -as,
nlon rni) iioiportauee, l)cýtamc thIe chief seat of thie trade, and
Tadotisac '«as deserted.

li tracinlg the hlistorv of these dliscoveries, oli' cmulot but be struck
with the extraordlinary rap)idity -%vith -%vichl the Freiich sprcad theim-
selves over the conitinlent, as coxnpared -%vitli the progress of the lEn-
Iisli. The commenicemenit of the coloniv nav date from the foindationi
of Qiucbcc bv' Champlain il) 1608, one vcar afte-r thie permanient estab-
1ishmleilt of thie Eniglish at Jaetii andf one year before the dlis-
covei'y of the Hudson River, and twelve ycars before thc landing- of thme
Pilgrini Fathers at. I)viott The colonies therefore conieniccd
ncarly on equal tenus, yet 'witin 8 vears the Freiich had reachic&La-tke
Huron, -whilst it '«as necarlv a cenitury before tbe E iglishi lad cxtentded
to any considerable distanlce frorn the sca coast. The Iroquois '«ars
noir bioke out, which for inzair vears coiifined flic Frcch alrnost en-
tircly to the Lowcr St. Lai«renicc, but nio sooner '«cre thry broughit to

SUis ini quamn suplersedinils iii hoc 41ta editionc. ne, doctiores Vellimt 11,0oniani et toliamt
iio,,ty.at gentei propinnte ai nanscin Jacclo.
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