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manner of the aeceptance, will form an interesting chapter in the
Lex Musonial Yoruse, shortly tg be published by Washington
College. Suffice it to say here, that it was a deliberate senso of
duty to his fellow-countrymen, and a desire to pay back, as farag
he could, through their sons, the sufiferings and sorrows of his
own generation in the South, that determined his decision. e
had already fully resolved not to leave Virginia under any circum-
stances; and this position, humble as it seemed to be, gave him
the wished-fr opportunity of laboring for her people, and for the
South. Tierefore he accepted it. -

The profound sense of duty which marked General Lee’s ac-
ceptance of this office, characterized also his whole administration
of it. He cntertained tho profoundest convictionson tho impor-
tance of cducational irfluences, both to individuals and to the
country, and the decpest sense of personal rvesponsibility in his
own office. IHe felt tfmt an institution like Washington College
owed duty, not only to its own students, but to the whole country,
und that its moral obligations were not only supremne within its
own sphere, but were attached to the wider interests of public vir-
tue and of true religion among all the people.  Everyboly around
him felt unconsciouly that he was actuated by these principles,
and all were impresssd by his high conceptions of duty, and tho
singleness of lus dovotion to it. Nothing else, indeed, could
have sustained him so secrencly throuén s0 many and so
constant details of labor and of trial. Nothing else, in sucha
man, could have held his thoughts so high, or kept his heart so
strohg, in the midst of daily tasks, always so severe, often so
trivial and discouraging. But he never flaggod s and although he
fully comprehended the diflicultics of his office, and was “often
wearied with itsincessant laborg, noword of despendency fell from
his lips. Ho felt that he was_doing his duty. *I have,” he said,
as reported by the Ion, Mr, Hilliard, * a self-imposed task which
1 cannot forsake ;” and in this spirit he met all the details of his
daily labors, cheerfully to the last. Again aud again, during his
Ife at Lexington, were tempting offers made to him—offors of
Jarge income, with comparative ease and more active and con-
genial cmployment ; but though he fully appreciated these consid-
erations, and was not indifferent to the attractions presented by
such offers, ho turned from them all with thesamereply. ile had
chosen his post of duty, and he clung to it. Year by year the
conception of this duty seemed to grow stronger with him; and
year by year the Collego, as its instruinent and representative,
grow dearer to him. Aund as, gradually, the fruits of his labors
bezan to be manifest, and tho moral and intellectual results of
his influence approved themselves to even his own modest self-
estimate, his heart grew only warmer, and his zeal more zealous,
in his work. His sense of personal duty was also expanded into
n warm solicitude for all who were associated with him. To the
Faculty he was an elder brother, beloved and revered, and full of
all tender sympathy. To the student, he was as a father, in care.
fulness, in encouragement, in reproof. Their welfare, and their
conduct and character as gentlemen, were his chief concern;
and this solicitude was not limited to their collegiato years, but
followed them abroad into hfe. e thought it to be the office of
a College not merely to cducate the intellect, but to make Chris-
faan men. The moral and religious character of the students was
more precious in his eyes even than their intellectual progress,
and was made the special object of his constant personal solici-
tude. In his annual Reports to the Trustees, which were models
of clear and dignified composition, he always dwelt with peculiar
emphasis upon these interests, and nothing in the Collego gratis
ﬁuf him more than its marked moral and religious improvement
durir> his administration. To the Rev. Dr. White he said, as
affect igly narrated by that venerable minister soon after his
death : «“1shall be disappointed, sir—I shall fail in the leading
object that brought me here—unless these young men all become
consistent Christians.”” Other expressions, bearing cloquent wit-
ness to the same truth, might be quoted ; but none could he more
eloquent than the steady tenor of his own life, quietly yot con-
stantly devoted to the highest ends of dutyand of religion. We
trust the MeMoRIAL VOLUNE will give us full details of thisnoblest
aspect of his character, as exhibited atjWashington College.

uch were tho principles which actnated General Lee, as Presi-
deat of Washington College ; and their cffects showed themselves
in all the details of his administration. In the discipline of the
Collcge his moral influence was supreme. A disciplinarian in the
ordinary sense of the term, as itis often most unworthily applicd,
Le was not. Ila wasno secker out of sgnall offences, no stickler
or formal rzguiations. In his construction of college rulcs, and
in his deniing with actions generally, ho was most liberal; but in
Yis estimate of molives, and_in the requirement of principle and
lionor, he was exacting to the last degree.  Youthful indiscretion
ound in him tho most Ienient of judges; but falschood or mean-
mss had no toleration with him. e looked rather to the prin-
ciple of conduct than to mere outward acts. He was most scru-
pulous in exacting a proper obedience to lawful authority ; but he
was always the last to condemn, and the most just to hear the
truth, even in behalf of the worst offender. Hence in the use of
college punishments he was cautious, forbearing and lenient; but
he was not the less firm in his demands, and prompt, when need
was, in his measures. s reproof was stera, yet kind, and often
even melting inits tenderness ; and his appeals, always addressed
to the noblest motives, were irresistible. ‘The hardiest offenders
were alike awed by his presence, and moved, often even to tears

lby his words ; and there was no student who did not dread a re-

proof from General Lee more than every other punishmont. In
all his ofticial action, and indeed in all his intercourse with the
students, ho looked to tho elevation of the tone of principle and
opinion among themselves, ag the vital source of good conduct,
rathor than to the simple repression of vice. His discipline was
moral rather thaw pumtive. Hence there were few cases of dig-
mission, or other severe punisbment, during his administration ;
and hence, also, the need for such punishments beeame ever less
snd less.  The influence of this policy, aided especially by the
mighty influence of his porsonal character, was all-powerful.  The
elevation of tone, and the improvemont in conduct, were steady
and rapid. Immediately after war, the young men of the South
wero wild and unvestrained, and acts of disorder wero frequent ;
in the latter years of his administration, hardly a gingle case of
serious discipline occurred. We doubt, indeed, whether at any
other college in the world so many young men could have been
found as free from misconduct, or marked by as high a tone of
feeling and opinion as were the students of Washinglon College
during these latter years of General Lee's life.  The students fely
this, and were )])roud of it; and they were proud of themselves
and of their College, as representatives of the character and influ-
ence of Lee.

Yet not the less was he rigidly exacting of duty, and scrupu-
lously attentive to details. By a system of reports, weekly and
monthly—almost military in their exactness—which he required
of cach professor, he mado himsell acquainted with the standing
and progress oi every student in every one of his classes. These
reports ho studied carcfully, and was quick to letect short-com-
ings.  Ho took care, also, to make himself avquainted with each
student personally, to know his studies, his boarding-house, his
associations, dispositions and habits; and though he never ob-
truded this knowledge, the students knew that he possessed it, and
that his interest followed them everywhere. Nor was it a moral
influence alono that ho exerted in the College. He was equally
carcful of its intellectunl interests. Ilewatched the progress of
every clasg, attended all the examinations, and strove constantly
to stimulate both professors and studonts to the highest attain-
ments. ‘Tho whole College, in o word, felt his influence as an
evor-present motive, and his character wag quietly yet irresistibly
impressed upon _it, not only in tho generul working of all its de-
partments, but ia all the details of cach.

Of this influence, General Lee, modest as he was, was perfectly
aware, and, likea prudent ruler, he husbanded it with & wise
cconomy. He preferred to coufine his direct interposition to
purely personul acts ; and rarely, and then only on critical ocea-
sions, did he step forward to present himself before the whole body
of students in the full dignity of his presidential office.  On these
occasions, which were always rare, and in the latter years hardly
aver occurred, hie would quictly post an address to the students,
in which, appealing only to the highest Krin.ciples of conduct, he
sought to dissuade them from threatened evil. These addresses,
which the boys designated as his ¢ General Orders,” wore always
of immediate cfficacy. No single caso cver occurred in which
they failed of instant and complete effect ; and no student would
have been tolerated by his fellow students who would have dared
to disregard such an appeal from General Lee. One of tho ad-
dresses, the original ot which was presented to the writer by
General Lee himself, may be hero quoted, as an interesting exhi-
bition of his character, and the kind influence he sought to
exert:

Wasuserox CoLLEGE, Nov. 26, 1566.

« The Iaculty desire to call the attention of thostudents to the
disturbances which occurred in the streets of Lexington on the
nights of Friday and_Saturday last. They believe that none can
contemplate them with pleasure, or can find any reasonable

ounds for their justification. These acts are said to have heen
committed by students of the College, with the apparent object
oi disturbing the peace and quiet of a town wlhose inhabitants
have opened their doors for their reception and accommodation,
and '/ho are always ready to administer to their comfort and
pleasure. . . ]

« Tt requires but little consideration to see the error of such con-
duet, which could only have proceeded from thoughtlessness and
a want of reflection. TheFaculty therefore appeal to the hounor
and seif respect of the students to prevent any similar oceurrence,
trusting that their scnse of what is dne to thcms‘elves, their

arents, and the institution to \.\'lu‘ch they belong, will be more
effectual in teaching them what is right and manly than anything

can say.
tll?‘y'.l'.'herc li one consideration connected with these disorderly
proceedings which the Faculty wish to bring to your particular
notice; the example of your conduet, and the advantage taken of
it by others to commit outrages for which you have to bear the
blame. They therefore exhiort you to adopt the only course ca-
pable of shielding you from such charges; the effectual preven-
tion of all such occurrences in future.
«R, E. LzE,

“President Washington College.”

General Lee was also most laborious in the dutics of lus office
as o college president. He gave himself wholly to his work. ihs
occupations were constant, almost incessant. I'Ie went to his




