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we shall be able to deal with it dispassionately.  We say, then,
that it is an crror to suppose that parents have a right to interfere
with school diseipline. We make this assertion because the eir-
cumstances ol the case pecessitate iy, and any other asswupion
must resulve itself into an absurdity,  "Lhe act of placing a cluld at
schoul is the delegation by the parent of his or her :\uaxority, an
anthority given to the pavent by Nature and by the Stato.
‘That authority is to govern. Government is the mposition of
Iaws fur the beuetit of the community, of which the goserued wrms |
apart, and there canaot bo a law witbout a saucaun, oy i otha
wonds, without a means of enforcing it. 1t this pusition dous nut
hold, then the authority of the pavent is not de{cgulcd, aml the
responsibility of the master does not acerue.  Asan matter of fact,
the law holils that it is delegated, ad that the master is only res- §
punsibiv to the Suate, whence the parent derises ity anthority, 10 |
its exercise he violates the law of the land. But as a sccond |
matter of fuct, militating aguinst this happy state of things, the
pavent and master are in a false position relatively; i e, the 1
pavent has, as things at present stand, the right of retusing to con- |
tinue the supplis; and e poor master is compelled to listen o |
the whinings of weah-minded paccuts, and theie stll more ofliciow |
triends, and to coticede, for personal security, ruinous license.
Pavents should perhaps have the right to seleet a school for their !
children, but they should not have the right to withdraw the chuld, |
when once placed, without the permission of  governing scholastic |
authority, or the order of @ magisteate, obtainable vnly on the pro-
dnction of valid reasons, any more than they should have the
right to interfere between the apprentice and his master.
<t to the considervation of the causes of interference; they are
—Ist, want of confidence in the delegate; and 2ndly, ignorance of
the nature, ohject, eflect, and spirit of punisluncut. '
1. The want of confidence in the delegate must arise from his l
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real or supposed incapacity for the duties he has undertaken;
thevefore the parent, in placing the child under him, is clearly
guilty of a breach of duty, both to the delegate and o the clnlcf,
by asking the vne to do what he suppuscs im incapable of duing,
and intrusting the other t a person unfit to have his custody. Ir
the incapacity of the master is real, the act of the parent is ¢rimi-
nal; if hypothetical, the pavent was bound not to act till the fact
was established.  We apprehend, however, that acts of interference
are fur the must part unjustifiabile, sl ars traceable o the faulvot
the parent, and not to that of the delegate, the presumption buing
~first, that masters do not punish for their own gratification;
second, that they do nct needlessly peril their own interests, which
involve the retention of their pupils; thiud, that a child who re-
«]]uircs uch panishment at schuol mast have been badly trained at
me.

1. The sole object of punishinent is the conservance of the law
to which it is attached; this.it accomplishes by its direet infliction |
upon the violator of the law, and by intimidation. Its eflicacy |
depends upun ats certainty of overtaking the law-breaker, its
nature is akin to the law to whidhi it is attached, and its spirit is |
tho benefit of the punished and justice to those amenable to the
same law. l

If the law is righteous, and binding upon the whole school, the |
violatur of the law should be punished for his own benefit, and for |
that of uthers, to sereen him from the punishment hie has merited,
is to do him an injury and his comrades an injustice.

The cflicacy of punishment depends upon its certainty. If
human iustitutions could attach to their laws adequate punishments l
which would certainly overtake the Jaw-lireaker, there would bLe |
s law-breaking, at Lut intentivnally , Luvaw presuming the
punishment to be adequate, that is to say propos .ioned to the ad-
vantage gained by the comumission of the crime, there would be a
certain cisadvantage to the criminal. No man will deliberately
thrust his hand into the fire without the moral certainty of secuning |
sumgthing more valuable to hite then the pain he s certain to
incur, but thousands will plunge their hands into other men'’s
pockets, literally and figuratively, simply because they are buoyed
up with the hope of cscaping detection and })un'lshmcnt. From
whatover source, therefore, failure in the attaching of punishment
to the commission of crime comes, crime must inerease, and the law
fall into contempt. It is far better to have no law, than to suffer
it to be violaleg witk impunity. If schoolmasters have not the
necessary power, or are placed 1 circumstances where they are in
peril if they exercise it, they might do well to abolish all systeins
of law suited to civilized bodies in times of peace, aud cstablish a |
species of school martial Iaw, dealing withthe case as the necessity
of the moment may require; for, by so doing they wili not teach
lawleseness.  But with modern example before ther, they would
do well to remember, that popular twaddling sentimentality keeps
the halter round the neck of him who rules, more willingly than it
places it round that of him who defies the ruler.

The neglect of Physical Training—We have spoken of the five
senses, and have cndeavoured bricfly to point to a few of what we
consider to be the existing crrors of omission and of commission |
respecting the mental training of youth. We have seen that the |
general tendeney of the day 1s to uverload the mind, that schools
are regarded as places where youth is to be stacked with a certain
amount of information—an amount too frequently considered {
suficient to carry the instructed through hife; enough to cnable ¢
him, upon quitting_ his school or college, o throw down his books, §
and to regand his edacation as cumplete.  With such notions pre-
vailing, it is worthy .of .consideration whether examinations, at.all
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cvents those that are termed final, are not more injurious than the
total non-cxistence of such examinations; for if the obtaining a
ﬁrivcn certificate or degree is an assurance to the fortunate candi-

ate that he has dune envugh, would iv a0t be better that he should
neser pussess ity and thus go un labouring, ignovant of what others
deem a maximum in any particular? Itis to be hoped that the
time will come, when this subjoct will receive the attention it
merits; and when all professional bodies and universitics will
possess and exerase the puner of conterring Degrees and distine-
tuus apon all coners ae uﬂl ity with results of their gonius and
p aseverance that may or can prove of service to socidty —a day
when the members of all proftssions have substantial inducement
not to be satisfied with the position of mere practitioners, and
when art and seicneo shall not compel its voters, for the sake of
Livad, o prostitute their talents w popalar bad taste.

But is it posiible for any reflecting man to believe that a given
awount of information, upon any given number of subjects, is
cducation?  Edueation, we apprehend, has for its object the fitting
of the cducated tor the stern reatlities of life, and must therefore
regard the physical as well as the moral and intellectual being.
It hnist conatdar T as an dndividual , s o member of his imimedi-
ate funily ; as a component part of that greater funiily, the State ;
as 2 member of humanity, and us a subject of the Almighty. As
an individual, it must recogmze the fact, that he is physical as well
as mental; as aimember of his private family, that {:’.s interesty are
iusepacable from it, that nsa citizen heis bound not merely to
avoid being a burden, but that it ishis solemn obligation to support
and defend it; that his bumanity is not limited to country ; and
thut, us a subject of the Everlasting, his aspirations canuot be
wmeasuved by tune.

Mentally it is vur business, not so much to instruct him, as to
educate him to instruct himself to give him that assistance that
will enable him to overcome carvly.diflicultics which might prove
insurmountable withoutit. But it is especirlly our duty to withhold
any aid that would swultify his energy or pauperize his soul: for
the want of self-rcliance and perseserance is a cwrse for which no
blessing can cumpensate.  Scittreliance, and its attendant, nobility
of nature, arc inseparable from a good physique, we do not intend
a burly animalism, but a mind holding in due subjection 2 sound
nervous body. It is the provinee of the mind to govern—it is the
duty of the buly w ubey ; and a being who canoot hold bimselfin
subjection must be the miscrable stave of his own passions, and. the
igmoble tool of other men.

The fact that athletic sports are being largely replaced by semi-
cffeininate games, and that healthful vecreations are I:rlwmg way to
artifivial eaciwments, chivuld awahen the atwention and serivus con-
sideration of all interested in the perpetuation of our national
prosperity.

We would divect attention to the very able remarks of Thomas
Carlyle, in his * Shooting Niagara,” upon drilling; and we wquld
suggest o lygislators about o take up the subject of education,
that their attention should nut be confined to schouls for the poor,
but that their Act should require all children at schools to be
properly drilled for one hour per diem at the least—girls in anap-
‘[])rovcd system of calisthenics, and boys in the regular military

rill, and that the Stawe may at the sune time denive the double
benddit of ready -made young soldicrs and rubust citizens, and not
be guilty of inflicting a hardship upon youth, let the legislature ex-
pressly require that the time so devoted shall be taken from the
regular school hours.
ducators, and all interested in youth, would do well scriously
to cutsider this subject, to reflect upon the number of huurs young
students are kept in the fetid atmosphere of the school-room; to
consider the position of the chest while bent over the desk, and to
bear in mind that, long before the bloom of youth actually fades
from the check, the seeds of its decay arc being slowly thaugh
surely suwn , that a Little extra information is dearly purcbased at
the cost of a sickly or of an impaired constitution, and that when
youth has once passed from the school to the house of business, the
physical development can less easily be attended to than before.

The Voluntary System, and the Duty of Covernment—It is

y really refreshing to hear that some able men are awake and begin-
{ mng to rub dheir cyes.

YVoluntary system! Who in the name of
reason ever heard of crime begging chastisement, of darkness seck-
ing the light, of indolence praying for labour, or of ignorance
delighting in intelligence 2 We know of ignorance envying and
haung intelligence, of indolence coveting the reward of labour, of

| the evil deeds of darkness flying the light, and that chance punish-

ments have had very little effect upon crime; and now, having
slumbered farinto the morning, we feel something like a nightmare
of a French 1792, and begin to ask ourselves, What must be done ?
We have known, ever since we bad knowledge, that the volunteer
System was a myth in our own ease: for when we were children,
our going to school was nolens; and when we bad children of our
own, their going was nolens volens. Our sentiments, as children,
rcFrding the school, and those of our children, were not unreason-
able. The cbild cannot he expeeted to understand that it is for
his guod that he should be deprived of his freedom, nor is it casy
for Eim to appreciate the wisdom of compelling him to wozk hard
at something of which he cannot possibly concave the use-  Js not
Ins case precisely that of tho parent in the Jowest stratum of E
lish society ?  That parent does not know, and cannot understand,
tho use of schopl, cither. for himseif o hig children; and as.in this
heis but a child, so should be by the. State be treated as.g child.



