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nmotives that were purely selfishi he no doubt 'vas prompted to this through
sympathy with the oppressed condition of the people, and of the christians in
particular. The plot was soon detected. The foreigners ivere coinielled to
leave the island. The natives involved were suniarily put to death. Airong
these were a few christians 'vho had certainly known of the schienie, and
hoped for some relief ilhrou,-gh it.

But the queen %vas persuadad that the christians as a body had shared in
the scheme, and %vere thus retaliating for lier cruelty. She now resolved that
the hated religion should bc crushed for ever. Tlic christians were ordered
to accuse themnselves. Feiw did sa. The qucen becaine exasperatcd. Large
relays of troops were sent to scour the country. Orders 'Vere given that al
pits and caves should be scarched, that bo-s and rivers should be dragged,
and thai villagrers sheltering christians should be put to death. SO great ~a
the terror of the People that the inhiabîtants of whole villages fled. Those
who wvere captured, and those who gave theniselves up), were: hroughrt .o-ether.
Now thiîik of another great assernbly iwith its znilitary pornp, its thousands
upon thousands of pepeaday of terror. Trhink oi ilie christians again
marched out in order, and listei again ta the rcading of the dread sentences.
New puinishmrents-it 'vas ilioughrt they were more terrible-werc inflicted.
Twenty-one wcre stoncd ta death. Othurs wvere hurled over the cliffs. Fifty
drank the tangeia, of which eight of thern died. Fifty-seven were chained
together in fives and si-vens, a massive ring surrounding eachi neck, and bats
stretching between. *fhesc mi-rc banishier to distant parts, where more than
haif of them died a lingering deaîh. Whether %ve regard the riuiber, the
sentences, or the position of thoýic who, suffered, this 'vas the niost bitter yenr
of the persecution.

And now one draws a breatrh of relief wlien lie is told thaï, the Iltime of
darkness," as the nazzives cali it, is ended. The quen died soon thereafrer,
ànd a king favorable to the christians asccnded the throne.

It may be satisfactory brielly to suniarizc here the causes of the persecu-
tion, and to state uts results.

Caiss.-(i) The queen wvas deslpotic, armicd wiîh rcsistless power, and
a-,riully cruel. Christianity seertncd aitned at hur absolutc ride, and itcrefore
she strove to crush h. (2) There wvas soinc dcgree oif sincerc belief in the
power of thc idols. They allowcd full license to the passions of mawis fallen
nature. Christianity therefore -.roucd finaticisin and hatred. (3) Covetcous-
ness helped on thc persecution. The informcr rcccived half of the goods of
thec person condenînied.

Resiits.-DtirinÎ, ibis period probalîly nver zoo pecople laid down ibecir
lives, and several thousands sufféed Ilcruel niockings and. scourgings, bonds
and imiprisonmeints,» as well as loss of rank, and propcrty and liberty. Vet
ai the cnd of ihis twenty*six ytedrs of bitter sutfcring. rini only do ive zunt find
the christians diminishiid in numiber, Ibut-wvoidcrftl fa-c*% !-i.crased about
twenty fold. But the result osnnî to Lac nie.asured hy iiierc numbers so unuch
as by the depth and pow~er of failli in the heart, by the %vidth to which the
truîh .vas scauttcrecl, and by the grand proof ,given to the Malagasy and to the
wcrld of tic truth oif chrlistianIliiy..

WC zlose the pcr.secuîion by C1111hasizing a fcw Of its t.driss
(i) One signal fcatture wa-s that thie Maltgasy wcere lefi ailone w.ith the

Bible Thcy lîud ne't even tic counsci and cnc,ýumragcn irf a:.zd ehrislians.
They were brouglit to, failli in Christ une day, and thc ncNt iverc left iih their


