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The practical separation amoing disciples hinders the fulfilment of the
(1lîurchi's mission by preventing co-operation. T'le tendency of intelli-
gence is to ilidependezîce and inidividualiBm ; and so liberty to tlîink and
speak and act begrets division, whiclh, unhiappily, lias beexi carricd to suelb
extent in the Churcli of Christ tliat we liave to-day as imany sece as tlîere
are days in the year. Christ said, ' 1 amn the vine ; ye are the branches ;"-
andI it is true-principally branches! One would think that the More
minute the ramification, the more prosperotis the growth.

Organie uuiity înay not bc nccdful, but organic sympatliy is. The
divisions whiclh exist have brotught dissension. As Father Caineroiî uscd
to saty, " It wvould. seem that the tcnacity of denominationalismi is in. direct
proportion to the irisignificance of the denoininatioiial tenet or usage,,."
There are some thîngs whichi are bcyond reasonable question righit and truc;
others as uuquestionably Nvrong and false. The former should Constitulte
witli ail evangelical believers the essentials. Between these lies the doubt-
fui territory, -%vhere there is likeiy always to be disagreenient becauisc
there is nt) clear, conclusive revelation. After two thousand years of
C'hirch hlistory, bclice'ers dIo not yct ail sec ahiklz as to infant baptism and
believers' baptisin ; immersion, affutsion, or sprinkllingIr; ordination Ly
Prcsbytery or bislhop. or ni) ordination at ail ; apostolie succession, or oiuîy
the succession of spiritual life and power ; prelatical, prcshyterial, or con-
gregational churcli ordler, and a few kindred things. That disciples should
divide, even, to, the point of practically uucliurehingy ecd other, upon
matters snch as tiiese, is a pity-perhaps, iii God's sighIt, a crime. The
Spirit iras proiniscd to guide us into ail truthi-certainly ail essential and
fundiamental truth. The -ery fact tlîat disciples, equaiiy devont and bioly,
cqualiy scriptural and spiritual, equally evaungelical and eî'imgelistic, do
xîot sec alike iii these respects, is an argume nt, if xîot a proof, that these
things camnt lieloug, to the essentials. 0f these wve van oniy say, - Let
every man In, fully persuaded in his own m d"aud- let (eVery otlîcr inan
liave the Saine riqY1t, aii respect that righit iii others. To deinaud," Yon
iiuist be tike us"betrays an hmoral toue of mind. If error is to be shun-
ncd, bigotry is to, be abhiorred ; and persecution, even iii it.- mnildest forais,
is to be Icccomntcdl as diabiolical iu spirit. We must lvarni to respect the ri'glit
of private judginent, and courede that, in inatters of honest donht and
difference, ive ourselves inax bc vog Augrustine's fanions imotto nee'ds
incarnation iii our cliurch life I' l essentials, unity ; iii non-essentials,
liber'ty ; iii ail things, chiarity." lu very few mioderi chiurches, is tiiere at
once an avoidance of 1axitý', and at the saine tIime an indulgence of liberty
and a cultivation of charity toward those whio differ îvithi us on non-essen-
tials. T'o Lie fuliy persuaded oursecves, and yet concede equal intelligence,
hioncsty, and evenl righlt of conviction iu others ; to admit that our customns
imy be, as Cyprian said, only vetu.stas erroyris-tlie oid age of error-tie
resuit of tradition ; thiat it is po-,sibie ire are ourselves wrongr in some things.
off wlich we are most teniacious, and that there is roonm for a difterent inter-


