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Leh 1s situated are much behind thuse of vther
districts 1n educativn, In order to remedy
thus defect he promulgated a decree that from
.+ery family in Leh and the neighborhood,
where there is more than one child, at least
une child must be sent to schoul, and Leng
satsfied that the Morasian Mission Schoul 1
the best 1 the town, he decided upon having
them sent there, When this decree was flrst
published all sorts of rumors circulated
among the people. Soine parents thought it
wasa plan to kidnap their children, that they
tdnght be sent to England, and there come
prelled 2o becume Chnistians , others suggested
that thie latent object was to train them fur
purters, to cruss the mountains apd carry
pacaages from otie part of country to anvther,
ur at least, sume surreptitivus pian by which
they naght be induced to becume Christians.
In wunsequence of these rumors the decree of
tae Vazier was, at first, silently ignored, or
disubeyed ; but as the missionaries visited the

peuple and explained matters to them, this
feeling of suspicion gradually wore away, and
when the ruler sent vut pulicemen to lovk up
the cluliren, they began to attend, so that Ly
last accounts they had a very large number ot
day scholars at that stativn. The routine of
wstruction embraces the Thibetan, Trdu, and
Euglish languages, and a portion of the tine
cach Jday isdevoted to religious and Biblical
lessons. The missionaries have wisely left
attendance at the religious instructivn
uptivnal. At first many absented thenselies
during this hour, but gradually the nuuber
who attend increases. By last accounts there
are siaty present daily. Truly our Lrethinen
and sisters in the Hume Churches should lnar
this mark on their hearts ovefore the Lug
beseed ng Him to open tlie hearts of s
stulid jueople to receive the Word of il
Guspel, that it may prove itself the power of
Gud unto the salvation of many souls there ™
~(Rct.) Paul de Schiceinitz.

IIIL.—MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE FROM ALL
PARTS OF THE WORLD-FIELD.

China,

THE WOKSHIP OF HEAVEN BY THE EMPERUR.

{Though long, this descriptive letter from
our currespondent, br. Happer, wdil e read
with interest.—Ens.]

Canton, Dec. 21, 15659,

Diar Eprrors.—This date, designated the
winter sulstice, is noticed in sutne way in all
ands R ois the shortest day of the year. It
nuarks the titne when the sun, having reached
tLe farthest point in its southern declination,
Jbergins to return towards the north,  But in no
uativn has this natural phenomenon such a
sigmificance, and so important an obsenance,
as in China. It isthe time of oue of the most
imposing religious services in the world. Itis
the day on which the Emperorof China, asthe
high priest of the peopie, worships heaven as
the patron god of Chinn. This observance of
the day is oonnected with the state religion of
China, which is a system of nature worship,
or o worship of the objects of nature as the
source of the blessings which men derive
from them. Heaven, as the greatest object in
the world of matter, is regarded with the
hizhest reverence, and as the object from
whiuh a great portion of the blessings of life
cv.nes. hicaven is the object of special worship.

T.is day, being sclected as the time for
spevial worship by the Emperor, is connected
wwith the system of natural philosqphy which
is believed among this people. It is held by
the:n that there isa male wnd female principle
in mature, by which all natural things are
produced and influenced.  Heaven is regarded
as the head representative of the male
pritniple, whiic carth is regarded as the head
of the female principlee. From heaven all
productive influckices proceed, as hieat, fruitful

showers and favoring breczes. The annual
qoing forth of these influences is enincident
with the commencement of the retum of the
sun from its southern declination. at the tiy,e
of the winter solstice, on the 2Ist of cur
December. This being, according to their
system of nature, the commencement of the
going forth of the power of production «f e
wmale principle in nature, of which heaven s
the head, this day is chasen for the time «f she
special worship of heaven by the Emperar f
China. It isappointed asan observance of the
state religion of China; all the ceremonieg
offerings, worship, prayers, hymuns and sacri
fices connected with it are prescrilndd in a
ritual which forms a part of the statutes of
the Empire.

The worship is performed at the alar
erected by the Government for this special
worship. It is situated in a park, which is
located in the southeastern part of the city of
Peking, and which comprises somne 50 acres ..
ground. The altaris made of marble. This
park is surrounded by & brick wall, and it s
divided into threc divisions by brick wals
running north and south. Thc southern parnt
of the castern division is the site of the altar
at which the worship is offered at the winter
solstice. In the northern part of this casiern
division was built the iimposing building whkih
was burat by lightning in Scptember, 12, a8
which prayer Is offered in the spring f.va .
fruitful scason.

The altar is o structure of a peculiar
character. There is, so farasI know, ne ~th—
onc Bkeit. Itiscircularin shape, and censies
of three successive plntforms, the higher <
placed op the lowerone.  The first platform is
210 fect in dianeter, and is ninc feet abave the




