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I made the advances that have secured their warm and cordial pex-
sonal affection. My personal magnetism, if I have any, cameinto play.
I gave them a ¢ Thanksgiving” dinner ; I had the Missionary Society
meet at the Legation, and gave them, as is usnal, tea. I invited them
to visit me and to discuss questions of interest to Americans, particu-
larly, latély, the threatened reprisals at Canton, which called forth some
energetic action on the part of this Legation and Admiral Davis, IZ is
idle for any man to decry the missionarics or their work. I care not
about statistics as to how many souls they save, and what each soul costs
per annum. The Catholics alone have 1,200,000 Chinese church
members. How many Protestant denominations have I do not know.

I tanght school, myself, for more than two years in Alabams. The
men or the women who put in from 8 o’clock to 4 in teaching Chinese
children, on a salary that barely enables one to live, are heroes, or hero-
ines, as truly as Grant or Sheridan, Nelson or Farragut; and all this in
a country where a handful of Americans is surrounded by 300,000,000
Asiatics, liable at any moment to break out into mobs and out.cages,
particularly in view of the tremendous crimes committed against their
race at home.

I am not particularly pro-missionary; these men and women are
simply American citizens to me as Minister. Butas a man I cannot
but admire and respect them. I can tell the real from the false. These
men and women are honest, pious, sincere, industrious, and trained
for their work by the most arduous study. Outside of any religious
question, and even if Confucianism, or Buddhism, are more divine
than Christianity, and better for the human race—which no American
believes—these people are doing a great work in civilizing, educating,
and taking care of helpless thousands. They are the forerunners of
‘Western methods and Western morality. They are preparing the way
for white-winged commerce and material progress, which are knock- -
ing so loudly at the gate of the Chinese wall.

Af our missionary meetings at home you may quote these sentiments
as coming from me. I fancy that I hear your burning eloguence,
arguing much better than I have done, a cause which, outside the
religious denominations, has no advocates. I do not address myself to
the churches; but, as a man of the world, talking to sinners like him-
self, I say that it is difficuls to say too much good of missionary work
in China, from even the standpoint of the skeptic. Should your people
send me any sum whatever, and however small, to be given to any de-
nomination, I will faithfully see that it is transmitted.

Yours, very truly,
(Cov.) CriArRLES DENBY.

The same writer, in a letter to Dr. Ellinwood, Secretary of the Pres-
byterian Board of Foreign Missions, says:

<1 have made it my business to visit every mission in the open ports



