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withdrew from office te become the
head of a party that demanded more
liberty and equality among the people
and a cabinet responsible te, and flot
independent of the Diet.

The resuit has been tlxat Ceunt Ita-
gaki bias wvon the esteem and confidence
cf the people throughout the land te
sucli an citent, that bis influence and
ceeperation have been feit te be neces-
sary in thxe suceessful conduet of affairs.
He lias spent ail cf his fortune fin the
advoeacy cf lis views, and several at-
tenipts were made te take bis lite.
Whatevcr nxay be thouglxt of his opin-
ions, it is conceded on ail sides that ne
M8n an lin siown More devotion te bis
principles anxd a greater desire te pro-
mete the weifare of the country than
Count Itagaki. Just as lie was a liero
when figling for the restoration of
power te the Emnperor, Se lie has been
cqually brave and sclf-sacrificing ln tic
advocacy of idasu tînt lie rcgarded as
essentiai, te, the weifate cf fixe people.

It is net at ail improbable that thc
difficulties whiclx otixer statesmen have
seen to tic adoption of lis ideas may
beCome evident te hirn as lie attenxpts
te put them, into practice; for it is a
net -uafrequent experience that those
-whD advocate radical tixeories become
qUite conservativ6 'when put into, a po-
sition wliere tixey become responsible
for thc censequences.

It i yct toc seea to, decide ivhat wil
be thec resuit cf the appointment of
Couint Itagaki as 3linister of Home
Aif airs. Whilc he is net an avowcd
Christian, some cf bis nxest intimate
friends and associates are. It is prob-
able, therefore, tixat bis accession te
pewer wili bc favorable te the work of
missions.

For come ycar past the Buddhists
have been strivlng te retain and ln-
creCUC (if poSSible) their influence and
pewcer. One of their rcent clines
was thc introduction into the Diet of a
menasure for Uic adoption by thc gov-
crament of a certain text-beok tlîat was
professedlly prcpnrcd for Uic purpose
,of tcaclxung morals in thc 9--hools cf

Japan. Thc basis cf morallty was Bud-
dlxistic, and it was tIns lntcnfled te
make the sehool systcm cf tho couxntry
a mediulm for extcnding thc teadhings
cf Shnka, and by prcoccupylng the
nxinds cf Uic rising generatien preelude
the teachings cf Chirlstianlty. Thc
proposition did net meet with the ap-
preval cf the progressive and leading
men ; and, much te Uic chagrin and
disappointment of its advocates, it failed
cf adoption.

But one cf thc nxest ixnfortunate
thigs for Buddhisnx tînt could have
happened in Japan lias been thc con-
duet cf Viseount Miura, nhels a special
representative cf that forai of religlous
belief. lUis appeintment as Minister te
Korca wvas ev!dent> only as a tempo.

r--affair, and te satisfy thc great mul-
titude cf the Japanese who arc stifl firin
adixerents te tint system of faltix. 0w-
ing te their nunierical strength, thc gev-
crnment feUt cbligcd to inake corne con-
cession te their clamer for officiai po-
sition and patronage.

That Viseount Miura should plot te
murder the JEorean Qucen, and tIen be
se uncenscieus cf thic hcinousnes ef
lis crime as te think tiîat it was possi.
bic te, condone It, was something ibat
Uic mcen who, bad given hiax the office
lad net drearned of. Ceunt Inouye
lad long and perslstently labored to
premete tiae peace and welfarc cf Koca
lus peliey was one of conciliation, and
quite tie reverse cf tint cf his succes-
sor. To have accu aIl his efforts te pro-
moto hnrrnony among thc varieus op-
peing factions corne te inouglit, and
thc long inecasing influence cf Japau
swept away by one raslh and barbarous
aet, must have bcee a most bitter c-
perience teCeunt Inouye. Byhis wis-
dem and skill the Japanese bad ci
taincdl a controliing influe M, in Xorca
But now they are everywhere hate,
and la rnany places they have besi
cither killid or driven out. Whethez
they wiIl ever regain their former prm-
tige is excccdingly doubtful. Russis
lias gained 'wlint Japan lest, and It la
net at ail likciy tliat Russa wlI fail ta
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