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withdrew from officse tc become the
head of a party that demanded more
liberty and equality among the pcople
and a cabinet responsible to and not
independent of the Diet.

The result has been that Count Ita-
gaki has won the esteem and confidence
of the people throughout the land to
such an extent, that his influence and
cooperation have been felt to be neces-
sary in the successful conduct of affairs,
He has spent all of his fortune in the
advocacy of his views, and several at-
tempts were made to take his life.
Whatever may be thought of his opin-
ions, it is conceded on all sides that no
man has shown more devotion to his
principles and a greater desire to pro-
mote the welfare of the country than
Count Itagaki. Just as he was a hero
when fighting for the restoration of
power to the Emperor, so he has been
equally brave and self-sacrificing in the
advocacy of ideas that he regarded as
cssential to the welfare of the people.

It is not at all improbable that the
difficulties which other statesmen have
seen to the adoption of his ideas may
become evident to him as he attempts
to put them into practice; for it is a
not unfrequent experience that those
who advocate radicsl theories become
quite conservative when put into a po-
sition where they become responsible
for the consequences.

It is yet too soon to decide what will
be the result of the appointment of
Count Iiagaki as Minister of Home
Affairs. While he is not an avowed
Christian, some of his most intimate
friends and associates are. It is prob-
able, therefore, that bis accession to
power will be favorable to the work of
missicns.

For some years past the Buddhists
have been striving to retain and in-
crease (if possible) their influence and
power. Onc of their recent schemes
was the introduction into the Dietof a
measure for the adoption by the gov-
crament of a certain text-book that was
professedly prepared for the purpose
of teaching morals in the schools of
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Japan. The basis of morality wasBud-
dhistic, and it was thus intended to
malke the school system of tho country
a medium for extending the teachings
of Shaka, and by preoccupying the
minds of the rising generation preclude
the teachings of Christianity. The
proposition did not meet with the ap-
proval of the progressive and leading
men ; and, much to the chagrin and
disappointment of itsadvocates, it failed
of adoption.

But one of the most unfortunate
things for Buddhism that could have
happened in Japan has been the con-
duct of Viscount Miura, whoisa special
representative of that form of religious
belief. His appointment as Minister to
Korea was evidently only as a tempo-
re - affair, and to satisfy the great mul-
titude of the Japanese who are still firm
adherents to that system of faith. Ow.
ing to their numerical strength the gov-
ernment felt obliged to make some con-
cession to their clamor for official po-
sition and patronage.

That Viscount Miura should plot to
murder the Korean Queen, and then be
8o unconscious of the heinousness of
his crime as to think that it was possi-
ble to condone it, was something that
the mez who had given him the office
had not dreamed of. Count Inouye
had long and persistently labored to
premote the peace and welfare of Korca.
His policy was one of conclliation, and
quite the reverse of that of his succes-
sor. Tohave scen all his efforts to pre-
mote harmony among the various op
posing factions come to mought, end
the long increasing influence of Japar
swept away by one rash and Larbarous
act, must have beec a most bitter ex-
perience to Count Inouye. By his wis-
dom and skill the Japancse had ob-
tained a controlling influe ze in Kores.
But now they are cverywhere hated,
and in many places they have bem
cither killed or driven out. Whether
they will ever regain their former pres-
tige is exccedingly doubtful. Rusi
has gained what Japan lost, and it &8
not at all likely that Russia will failto




