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temiperament, but hints of the mood or frame of mind at the date
and moment of composW±on-evidences as to whethor these were
caini and collected, or'agitated by some dominant passion or feeling.
Men whose names, after the lapse of a generation or two, had become
simply abstract ternis as it were, or more shadows, thus livo again
in our imaginations by moans of signa traced with their own handa
when hors i t'he flesh. No production of theirs coming under our
eye in print could affect us ini the sanie lively way.-Sornetimes the
character of one long defunci may ho shrewdly divined froni "u
effigy, hi% counterfeit presentinent, on a well-preserved ancient
coin or medal; but a surer ides, of hlma would ho gained by the
atudy of an autograpli fragment, -vere it possible to, have access te,
such a waif frein the past.-And what is now sald of the manuscript
relies of emineat mon la true aise, though perbapB net 'se strikingly,
of books which exhibit their autographs and other evidencos of.former
ownership. Hors, we say te ourgelves, as we are turning over the
leaves of tho volume-hiere are pages which their eyes have carefully
scanned: here dai matter which bas engaged their special attention.
Hers and theret perbaps wo discern, their underscorings.: here and
there wo bave their marginal annotations. Te the- cursory review
thon of the MS. collection which 1 propose te make, I may conve-
nieutly add bif notice of sons -volumes distinguished in the inauner
now spoken of, which are lu my possession.

My firat paperý viii conalat, of specimens of Canadian bistorical
autographa. 1 trust'tbat its effect will ho te, foster an interest amongst
ne in early Canadian history. Te tluia paper 1 subjoin a few
-examples of autographs connocted with the history of the adjining
tUnited States. My second paper will ho a reviev of a number of
apecimens which wiiI, in their way, illustrate OId World history, civil
and literary and lu their wày aise, stimulate the study of Old World
-histery amongst us. .And in my third paper I shafl treat of sanie
MS. relies ini xy collection which specially-relate te personages for-
-rerly or at present enuinent in the universitios of Cambridge and
Oxford.

My unatter, I- mÎist*premise, will be of, a'-Tory iniscellaneous char-
aeter-a mosaicma.de up ef inegiilapieces. The autograph- coflector

eanotalay.psseshmslfofwbt h wu dsie.Ho mnst ho
eontent with wbat chancethirovs in bis way. The fragments selectêd
for my purpose in these papers *iii ho,- as iar as practicable, charao-


