RELIGIOUS DUTIES OF PARRNTS AND HEADS OF FAMILILS,

love and a ser.se of obedience to a Father in hea-
ven, can be awakened i the bosum of a chuld short
ly after it bus begun to wuim with love aud a sense
of obudience towards its parents on carths  But
withuut noticing the peniud of niere wlancy, let u.
advance u few years onwady and how delyzlittully
do we behold the wind expand to the hallowed
power of truth and piety ! Wuat storesof valua-
ble knowledge can be mmparted ! what holy s
pressions can be made on the hearts of the young
group collicted around a parent’s knee! Inn
stances innumerable, the character hus here receiv-
ed the immutable stamp of gouduess ; amd all the
freedom from worldly pollution winch 1t maintain.
ed in future years, and all its virtuous dignity,
and all beneficent usefulness, resuited from the
principles then implanted, the ewmotions tien awa
kened, But, apart altogether fromn the cousilera-
tions of the beneficial eiliecty 1t s a duty enjuined
on parents by God tostruct their cluldren  lis
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small degree of labeur and applicatiun wlach young
pevple can give, at oncey to uny subject, but espe-
citily to thuse of' a spiritaal and religious nature,
Lucy st suon be relieved frum their task ; but
ey sught soun aleo tu be recalled to st 1n order
v pieserve what is atauned, and muke farther pro-
gress. I the reagious wstruction of a faunly be
Iited to a hasty Jesson onthe Sabbath, it isbeyond
reasun to expect that they can be brought to une
derstand and remember the many momentous gub-
Jjects that are embraced n the Gospel of Christ,
Nuitelhigent parent would think an hour a week
suilicient to instruct his cluldreninany of the com-
moun brauckes of cducation, and are the doctrines
of religion of casier attainment? And no chris-
tian will aftiun that the knowledge of the word of
God s of less uecessity to a cluld than skill in any
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of the branches of conanonlearning ?  There must
then be repeated perusals of the sacred volume';
often repeated and often varied illustrations ; its

fear. Ctuldren are placed under subordination to truths must be interwoven with their habits of

their parents chiefly for this end. To refuse to
teach them is to deprive them of a nght, and to
intlict upon them arreparable injury.  For af the
faculties of theirmind are notearly cultivated, they
will become weak ; if religious sentiment is not
early cherished, the heart will become insensible:
if the essential activities of youth be not early di-
rected to good, they will soon of themselves tend
in the direction of evil ; and the parent who is thus
negligent of the religious well being of his off-
epring, may, in reality, do them a greater wrong
than the poor blinded Hindoo who expuses his to
certain death on the banks of the Ganges, or the
stillmore cruel idvlaters whomadethem passthrough
the fire to Moloch, Isit nothing to you, let me
ask, that. the children whom you now gather around
you with instinetive fondness, grow up in igno-
rance of God, and of his Son’s gospel—without
any fixed principles of religion or moral conduct ?
that the finer affections of the heart never be awa-
kened in them? that they continue at a distance
from all the means ordained to prepare mankind
for a blessed immortality ? and that when you are
summoned to appear at the judgment scat of God,
you depart with no other conviction respecting
them, than that they are filling up the measure of
their ‘niquities! Ah! an hour is approaching
when the most careless parent will be com-
pelled to think aright onthissubject. Meanwhile,
with those who seriously acknowledge thatit is the
duty of parentsto give religious instruction to
their children, let us consider how it ought to be
performed,

And first there ought to be a set and sufficient
time appropriated to its performance. It is only a

thought and feeling ; its great principles must be-
come famibar as “household words ;" the very
sound of which, has power to awaken a virtue,
Nuw, 1f ever parental instruction shall have this
effect upan children, there must be something more
than Sunday inculcationn. The command given to
the Jews in reference to the words of their law,
must be almost literally complied with, 4 Thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest downand wlen thou risest up—and thou shalt
bind themfor a sizn upon thine hands, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes—and thou shalt
write them upon the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates.” If a mind well instructed in the law
of God, be a desirable attammment, sufficient la.
bour must be expended to obtain it; and we do
not overstran the mark when we say, it should
formn part of every day'stask., We think it ought
not to prove an irksome duty to a christian parent,
who knows something of the value of an immortal
mind, that he should every day take under his own
tuition the children whom God has given him—to
unfold to them simply and affectionately, the prin-
ciples and Liopes of that gospel which is heaven's
best gift to man, Ilis own knowledge and expe-
rience might thus prove of incalculable benefit in
forming their character, and in securing their fu-
ture well-being. If such be = parent's duty, and
such the benefits arising from it, what excuse can
you give for the neglect of it 2—You are not com-
petent?  What a pity, that you cannot do for your
offspring what nature has enabled even irrational
creatures to do for theirs 1—



