
RELIObOUS DUTICS OF PARENTS AND HEAD$ 0F FAMILitS.

lave and a ser.so of obedience to a Fatiser in liea-
ven, an ho au uskeiieîi si thse bosouîi of n cild shiutt
iy a-'ter it liass begîsi tu %visi tii ivtii lut ai a -eisi
of obudieice tuwarîls its linsreists unî eatti. Bi
t itilîîit iiot4calig thei vrulo il. re 1jla1 uic% let (À.-

advaîsce at Irn.'w > ear.- unaidi, Miud i., v ii !tis

do we behlii tise id exipaîsîl tu tie lèall.,wesi
power of trutlî aîid pîety ! WiVat stores ut valua-
bIc knowledge cari be imaîaed ! uhat Jîoîy )u
pressions caui bo made on tise Isearts o? tise yuuîîg
group coîli cted around a liareîîts incec! las su
stances innuinerabîe, the cliaracter lias lierc' rece&v-
ed the jasîmutable stanip o? goudiiss ; ands nil tic
freedons frnt wurlilly polluionuî ujlaslil it inaiitaiiî-
cd in futaure years, aiîd ail ils virtiioîîs lsgiuity,
and aIl beneficeait iefulies, resitcd frontî thse
princîples tises> imjiasted, tihe esioutionseu aci u a
keiied. But, apart aîttugetiser froits tise cotisaîdera-
bosun of tise beiseficiai ciliset, it is a duty eiejuined
ou parente by God t0 isstrsîct tîsesr cildreî sas lus
fear. Ciîircîs are irnaceni under titibîruitaîat:on to
their parents cisieily for 1 his enîd. To refusse ta
teach tlseuî ie to deprive thisen of a riglit, and to
intfict upois tîacîs irreparaitle ijiry. Fur if the
facuities o? thiîerinîid arc notearîy cultivated, tisey
wiiI become weak ; if rcligious sentimenit ie nat
early ciieriehed, tise lîeart wili beconie inseris4ble.
if tue esscntial activities o? youtls bc siot early di-
rected to good, tiîey wilI eon o? tiiemseles tend
ini tise direction cf evii ; and the parent whlo ie tli
neglîgesît o? tise religious weII being o? hie Off-
spritîg, may, in reality, do tisem a greater wrong
than tise pour blinded Hinîdoo, wlo ex'poses hie to
certain death on tue banks o? the Cancres, or tIse
stilimore cruel idointers wvho madetisem passtlirougi
the fire to Molocha. le it iuothing 10 you, lct nie
ask, that the ci dren wiîom you now gather nround
you with instinctive fondncss, growv up in igrno-
rance o? Cod, and o? hie Son's gospci-witliout
any flxed prirncipies o? religion or moral conduct ?
that the finer affections of the lîeart nover hoe awa-
kened in hhem t tIsat they continue at a distance
front ail the neans ordained to prepare niankinil
for a blessed imniortality ? and tlîat wvhen you are
susnmoned ho appear at the judgment seat of God,
you depart with no oiher coniviction respecting
theni, tîran tuaI they are filling Op the n-.easrer o?
their niquitics ! Ah ! an hîour is approaclssng
when tise mosî carelees parent will ho con-
pelil ho, think arîglît on this subjeet. Meanwilc,
with thoee wvho scriously ack-nowlcdge that it je tise
duty o? parents 10 give religious instruction 10

their children, lot us coneider lsow it ouglît to bc
perforrncd.

And firet there otsght to bie a set and sufficiont
time appropriated ta its performance. It is only a

asiali degrec of labeurasidapplicatio.n % isîcli youîig
î.CsîII UU gave, nt Unce, lu Uîsy BUlajeet, but CEpe-

* .ytu> tliume ul' a bli.rittial and1( reli gions îîati.
Vi'îîy tasîssat suSii bc re.i fruits tfieir tablk ; but
ksiey *siglit su..11 al.o tu bu rccssllud tu at iii urder

.ti î,itvzrte wia.t it. aUnsîîL*u, cmiii aile Ijirtiser pro-
S'ruêtb. If the ruiigiusîs iisstruaion of a ?aîîiîly lie
iiiisêetua nhiast v le.sun ou the Sabbata, it isbeyund
r#uz1oun to exipect inat t1iy csai hoe brouglit tu un-
alcrâtsnd and reinember titc nmany nionientous eub-
jectb diat are eibraced iii the Gospel of christ.
Nu iaîîelligcîit parent woi.1l tik ni> Isour a week
siili1iiiit tu iîi:truct iîisi chls'dreîs in any o? the coin-
mon01 branches of education, ana are the doctrines
of religioni o? casier attninnient i And no chris-
tian %% ill aflirin tisat thse kiowleulge of the %vord of
Go i s of lesse îiccssity to a citild tiran skilI ini any
of tJLe branches of consanon learaîiag 1 There muiet
Ilicu Uc repeatcd pertisals o? tise sacred volume';
often repcated and often varied illunstrations ; ita
trutlhe maust bc ir.tcrwoven wvitli thoir habits of
tt.iuglit nîsd feelang ; its great principles muet be-
conie ?aindliar ns "iiouseiold words ;" the very
louîîsd of winîch, lias pover to awaken a virtue.
ýNu%, if' cvcr parental instruction shall have thiis
effiet upon chidcen, there naist hoe something more
tsati Sîînday inculcation. The commnand given to
tihe Jeive in recrence to tise words of their law,
nmuet bc nîmost literally complied witli. &&Thou
shait tencla thîem diligently unto îIîy children, and
âhait talk of tiem wliseîî thou sitteet in thrine house,
and Mvien tiîou walkcst by tise way, and whîen thots
liest down and %vlien îiîou risest up-and thou ebialt
bîîîd tlsemfor a sirgn upon thine bande, nnd they shall
bc as frontlets between thine eyes-and thou shait
wvrite themt upon tise poste o? tiîy house, and on
tiiy gates." If a mind wcll instructed in the law
o? Cod, ho a desirabie attainament, sufficiesit la-
bour miuet bc expendcd ho obtain it ; and we dom
not overstrain the mark when we say, it should
?orin part o? every day's hask. WVc think it ought
flot to prove an irksome duty to a christias parent,
who knovs soînetliing o? tise vnlue o? an immortal
n>ind, tlîat lie siiould every day take under hs own
tuitiail tue chldren whomt God lias given liim-to
unfoila to tiiell s*insply anÙi affeetion-atelye the plin-
ciples nnd liopes o? that gospel wlîieh is heavens
best gift to mani. HIie oin kno-vledgo and expe-
rieusce miglît thus prove o? incalculable benefit in
forsingi threir character, and in securing their fut-
ttre wvel-being. If such ho a parent's duty, and
suds the benefits nrising from it, what excuse can
you give for tlîe neglect o? it ?-You are not coin-
petent? WVIat a pity, tlîat you cannot do for your
ofrspring what nature has enablcdl even irrational
creaturcs to do for theirs?-


