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M. Heywood moved an sddress to the Crown, proy-
ing that her Majosty would bo gracicusly pleased tn
g3 such directions as to hor might seom moet for the
sppoiatment of a Royal commission, consisting of learn.
‘ed tr.21 well okilled in tho original langueges of tho
Holy Seciptures, and convorsant with modera Biblival
asbo. .rsbip, to  consider of vuch amendments of the
authorised  version of tha Diple as had Leen alrcady
proposed, and to receive ruggestions from all pereons
who nuglt be willing to offer them ; to point out er.
rors of translation, and such words and plirases as had
aither changed their vieaning or Lecomo obiolote in
the Iapso of tima, and te art tho smendments which
they migbt Le prepared (v .ccommend. .~

» The bon. member observod that it was a singular
fact mentioned in Distasl'’s Curjusities of Luterature,
that 1n thiscountry tue Bible war not much i vso be-
fore tho restoration of monarchy in 166V, Previously
to tuat poriod it remained in tho possossion of the learn-
ed;and o very considerable tune elapsod before it
passed into the hands of the great body ot tho people.
After the Restoration it was reprinted, and obtained a
panoral circulation.  Abortthe year 1768 thers was
at Oxford a certain Dr. Blanoy, a man of learaing,
who took great pains to revize the cusrent version, and
what was not a hittlo remarkablo was, that Lis revised
«dition bad been the standard authority over since, so
tbat fron 1763 dowo to 1856 the progressive discover-
ies of scholars, commentators and critics, wlich were
found of such scivico in interpreting other books, had
been disregarded by tho Univeraity of Oxford in the
case of the Bible. Me. Parker, the bookseller of Ox-
ford, who was ono of tho witnesses examwined before
the committec, hal stated that tho learned body Lad
piven percmptory ordurs that the edition of Dr. Bla-
ney wastho only edition to be followed, and it bad been
followed according!y to the present day. e, (Mr
Hezwood), thcught that such a procceding was a neg-
lect on the partof those bigh aathoritivs, and he really
did not believo that wo possessed a translation in that
accurato form which was qaite attainable and beyond
question desirable. This was a matter which came
within the province of the Crowa. In the reign of
Henry VIII it was taken up by several very eminent
men, and Lord Cromwell, who was-Secrota:y of State
and the Queen’s Vicegerent in sacred matters, recom.
guended to the lung to give bis sanction to a new trans-
Iction of tho Scriptures. A bLody of learned imon was
apponted for tho purpose. They wero asmsted by
Archbishop Cranmer and other eminent persons, and
the version of the Biblo published under their diree-
tion eoon became popular throughout the country.—~
Then came the reign of Queen Mary, during which
tharo was a bittor persecution of Protestants, many of
wkom had to fly for refugs to Geneva and other places,
At Geneva a fresh teanslation, or to speak more cor-
rectly, a revirion of the formar translation, was under-
taken and complpted, and ugon the tevival of Protes-
tantism, when El.zabeth came to the tbrone, that re-
sized version was brought over te England  That cd.-
tion had followed Bezs, as also had all subsequent edi-
tiong, and it was worthy of remark that when an crro.
neous translation was detected, it penerally tnened out
that Beza wasin fault. Deza was a decided Calvinist,
and did not scruplo to turn a text 80 as to suit his own
purposes. However, he was csteemed a great authori-
ty, and bis influenco was paramount. At the begin-
ning of the.rclzn cf James I. an application was made
to tbe Crown to bave the Bible again revieed, and
a comminion vwas appoiuted for that purpose, in
which the Puritan clement was ynrepresented. A ve-
ferenca to the prefice of any family Bible would shove
that tbis body dil not atempt to make a new transla.
tion, but merely to reviso tho old one —thair ovject be-
ing o carry as much yublic feeling as possible along
with them in the execution of their task, A similge
8pinit ought to actuate sny commusioners sclected at
the present day to revisu the oxisting translation. Un-
necessary changes, which could only give oftence to
wany persons, ougbt to be strictly avoided ; but there
werc various passages at present incorrectly rendered
that demanded altoration. There wers portions of
the Scriptures which it was painful to many clergymen
of the Cburch of Englaud to havo to read to.their con-
gracions in the preciss words of the-authorised ver.
sion ; but, howocer fanlty and repugnart.t scholarsbip
thoy might be, thase clergymen had no alicrnative but
togivo them as they stood. This matter was felt ta
bo so pressing awong the Jearned, that Professor Selh
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wyn, of Carabridge, had given notice of & motion for
dirocting tho attention of the clergy in Convovation
speclally 10 it. Evan o shgbtan alteration as that of
the punctuation would render many pasiages clearer,
A recent urticlo in the Edinburgh Review also poine

ruve, ence for the suthorised version cf the Scriptures,
Thero were, no doubt, certain errors in the translation
of ihat vergion § it might contain some words ths mean-
ing of which bad altered sincq the date when the trans.
laton was made ; some ligbt inaccuracies mighs be

ted out tho advantagos of & divieion of the cliapters of | found in it; but, epeaking of it 83 a whole, ho belioved

the Bible into paragraphs instearl of verses. As an
illustration of tho errors of tho present translation he
wight wention tho text of the celebrated sermon on
* Buligion in Common Things, preached betoro the
Queen by the Rev. Mr, Caisd  Tho text chosen on
that occosion was, ¢ Do not slotbful in busmess, and
it was rewnorkabls that the word ¢ bunness’ dud not
appear in tho original Greek ‘I'ha correct word was
*z0aly and tho passsge tead ¢ Bo not backward in
zeal ' Sottiat thero was really no connceiion betwegn
the sukjuct of this excollent discourso and the truo
inte; pretation of the text in which it was ostensibly
based. Othor examnples of carcless translation wight
casily bo cited. In tho Acts of tbo Apostles, for in-
slayoe, the plirase *‘Chose matters whicls are written
in tho law and the proplicts’ was put nto the mouth
of St. Pavl in lien of the vxact wards, which were,
¢ These watt-rs which are according to the law, and
which are written in the propbets” ‘Lhc currect read-
ing showed that St Paul, who was a bel-over in tra.
dition, be'd tradinon in connection with tho law, by
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ba expresed the gencral opinion of tha Christian com.
munity of thie country when bo esid that, owing to tio
accuracy and fidelity of the translation, an2 to the puti-
ty, beauty, and simplicity of the Janguage employed,
it was jurtly entitled to tho respect and reverenca with
whicl it bad been regarded.  Ilis hon. friend bad eaiy
that it was very hard upon clerpymen that thoy should
be obliged to read from tbe authoriged vor jon of the
Scriptures, in the sorvices of tho Chureb. _zrtain pas.
sages which they believed not tn bo Hterw translations
of tho orizloal, and not fully convoy 1ts meanings. He
(Sir G. Grey) thought, bowever, that thero wero fow
passagzes tho reading of which would oppress the con.
sciences of clergymen, and they certainly had the Jets
reason to complain becauso it waa thele dury not only
to read but to explaiu tho Scriptures. 1, therofore,
thay conceived tbat there were any errorsin tho trans
lation they wrero at liberty to point out what was tho
true meaning of tho text. If the motion bad been pros.
ged be (Sir G. Groy) would havo dealt with the subject
mora in dutail, but as the bon. gentleman did not in.

took tho proplets lterally. Tbe pasiage in the first | tend to taka tho sonso of the house, bie (Sie G. Grey)

chapter of the Firet Epistlo of St Johin relating 1o

would ouly eay that be thought it would bormost incepe.

the three Lenvonly witnesses, on which an unpottan; , Gient to euteriain tho question, ot to dv woto ihan to

doctrinal point turned, was notin the original Groex

allow the learned men to whom the hon. menber il

but bad been interpolated by some mterpreter. This | referred to continus tho practico they had hubery

toxt was, bowever often used in argument by the ...
learned, and sometimesalso by the learnod but disinger..
uous. On onv occasion it was quoted by a theolugal
disputant, when lus opponcnt arked bim, * Did you not
know the verse is not ip tho original Greek 2’  Hyg
reply wos rather singular; st was—s I did know ity bat
I was not aware that ygu €id? (A laugh ) The peo-
ple of the United States were o impressed with the
importance of having the correct senze of the eacred
writers made public that they had formed a saciety to
revise tho existing translation of the Bible. Tlis Ludy
which was supplied with funds from voluntary sub-
scriptions, has gono through a considerablo portion ol
the O!d and New Testaments, Thenew version being
printed by them on the same’page with the old trans-
Jation, to enable the reader to judpe butween the two.
It might bo asked, why not form a voluntary society to
carry out the same object in tbis country, and thus
avoud the necessiiy of applsing to Pantament on the
subject?  HMis answer was that the work could be
most efliciently done under the authorty of the Crown,
tho labors of the Commissioners appointed by whoin,
if impartial and competent for their tatk, as no doabr
they would be, would command the largest amount of
public confidence. Opposition to such an undertakung
might be apprehended from ths Bible Society ; but
that body would have timely nofice of the intended
change and could oasily disporo of all its copies in the
old version before the new one was ready fur pubuca.
tion. Eminont divines belon3ing to all the leading
denomiogtions of Christians wore convinced of the
necessity of tho alteratisn now proposed, and it way to
bo boped that during the approaching recess hop.

; members would consult with the clergy and minusters

of theic respective neishbourboots on this important
subject. The moro public attention was ealled to the
snbject the more every reflecting mind must feel the
urgency of the revision ho supgested. He could not
reasonably expeet that immadiato steps would ba ta.
ken for giving effect to bis —lows, but he believed that
inno méro fitting assembly than that of the represen-
tatives of the people, coming from all parts of the king.
dom, could so grave and serious a question be Jaunched
for full and fair discussion. Trusting, therefore, that
the object which he contemplated would pradually
make its way into public favour, and bo ultimately
accowplished to the satisfaction of the countrs, Le
b gsaed.now to move ths resolption of which he bad
given notice.”

Sir G. Pechell seconded ths motion.

Sir G. Grey sa.1 the hon.gentleman bad intimateq
that be did not intend to tako the senso of the house
upon tbe motion, and he (Sir G. Grey) conceived that
the hoose would do. wrong to move in a matter of go
much importance unlessit was well supported by public
opinion. For bis own part ho believed that the abject
of the aducess was not at all iu accordance with the
exlsting state of public opinion, and that the appointment
of such a compission, 83 the hon. geatleman propoted
would create geacral apprehension and alsrm, and
would-have a tendonsy to unsettle the faith of a greay

body of tho people, and to lesien their respect and

pursued of publishing critical notes upon the Old ang
New Testament.

The motion was then by leave witbdramn.

Archdeacon Denison’s caze, which has excited s
much interest during the past few months, was con-
menced yesterday beforo his Graco the Archbishoy.
of Cairerbury, at the Guildhall, Bath. Tho court
was opened at 11 o’clock, some time before which it
was well filled with ono of tho most intelligent and
reepectable audicnces we have over witnessed, among
which was a greot number of clergy. Ihis trace
was accompanicd by Dr. Lusbington, Dr. Heurtley,
Margaret Professor of Divinity at Oxfurd; the Very
Res. G. 8. Johason, Dean of Wells, assersurs ; Dr
Twiss, Vicar-General, T. ¥, Dyke, Xuy., Regisurar,
wero also present.

Dr Bayford, instructed by T. Blackburn, By,
was counsel for tho prosecution, and Dr. Philli.ie,
ossisted by H. A, Batvurst, Esq, appeared ¢, ¢,
Res. defendant, Arclideacon Denison.  The Mayo,
of Bath, together with some of the leading merbery
of the Town Council, wore scated on the right of bis
Grace.

Dr. Bayford succinetly stated to the court the
steps which had been taken by the prometer, the
Rov. Mr. Diteker, of South Brant, to bring tho case
before bis Grace, and bricfly stated that the commis-
eion of inquiry which sat at Clevedon in 1552 bad
reported thet thero was & primd facie caso aguost
Archdeacon Denison.  The learaed gentieman pro-,
ceeded to mention tho various preliminary steps that
hod been taken by the rev. promoter, and wuich
the law required to be taken, concluding Lis uiaer-
vations by saying-that although it was the inteutivn,
bio believed, of the legislaturo, that the depronitiong
already given and filed in tho registey should be
considered sufficient proof of the matter they reforred
to, yet he was prepared with tho witnesses, if bis
Grave should deem them necessary upan the present
oceasion.

Dr Phillismore s3il he wished to know if he wero
called u£on10 make any answer ? ..

Dr. Lushington—Any snswer 1o what 2

Dr. Phillimore—Any answer ta the statoments of
my learned friend, The whole proceeding 15 very
new, but I am prepared to give ag answer, if neces-
£ary. )

Dr. Lushington having offered o few remarks,
from which we gathered that he thought Dr. I'billi-
more was boutd to moke some replication, thu. gen-
tlewaan observed that the case was one of a highly
criminal character, beeauso it had pleased tho pro-
moter wot only to procecd by articles againet the
Archdeacon, but under the T3tk Statuto of Elim-
beth, by whicklaw no sentence could be passed, ox
cept acquittal or deprivation ; thereforo these pro.
ccedings were of a panal and.criminal cbaracter. ''ho
learned gentleman having complained that Dr. Bay-
ford bad becn totally silent on all the essential rogu-
laritivs that should preoedo this inquiry, and defino
the natare of his Grace’s jurisdiction in this court,
and its nature,

Pr. Lushington s3id ho concurved to a great ex-
tent in saying that thiscourt was like an ecelomastie
cal court, but still the practice of the coclesiasycal
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