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what is too true, it is. modern pre-]
teridéed philosophy that has destroy-
éd them. Must we call to witness
the example of Europe itself? for
we are one of the Iiving proofs of:n
the benefits of Cathonc Missions:
was-it not they that eng;‘xtened our

dncestors, snatched them from bar-
barism, abolished slavery amongst, ¢

them, and established that commeon
faw which has reconstituted society,
and phced it on its true rounda—
tlD"l :

In fine, it is xzot alone to the infi- 1
del naticns which they enlighten
that the Catholic Missions are use~
ful; they are also useful to com-
nierce, to industry, {o the scleqce
and even to the Titerature of B
rope.

‘Lo Commerce.—it was the Mis-
sionaries who opened the coast
towns of the Levant to the produc-
tions of our iudusiry. It was they
again who, by theascendancy which
their knowledge and their virtues
haye ofien gained for them over the
minds of infide]l princes, have pro-
tected European merchants “and
navigators, in the maritime cities of
Tndia and China.

To industry.—It was one of these
adlmmb*e iabourers who -first gave
us information res ecting Indian
cloths and dies. 'The corresnond—
ence known under the title of
« Lettres edifiantes” suppiied a mul-{
htude of data useful in the manu-
facture of agrea!: number of produc-

To scxences Archeolo«v owes
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to them precious discoveries; nati-
ral ‘history, interesting descriptions
of places and objects imperfectly
known before. As skilful mathe-

meticians, they have contributed to
the progress of astronomy and of
physics.  As learned philologers,
ithey have reveaied to Europe the
genius of the oriental languages;
they have inspired a taste for “ihat
literature from which science every
da3 draws such Tiches,and of which

jit makes such happy use in the fur-

itheranice of all truths. - At the pre-
sent day, the Missionaries whom
the pious congregation of St. Lazar-
us sends to China, prepare them-
uelves by a course “of deep study for
-{their nenlous Mission.

'To Letters.—* It is they,” says
M. de Chateaubriond, “ who have
written with such eleoance the an-
nals of many co! Gﬂi(.). What an
excelient hzs{orv is that of the An-
tilles,by the Pere du'Terire! The
works of these p‘ous men are full of
science in ail its departments:
learned dissertations, pictures of
manners, plans of amelioration for
useful objects,
moral refiections, mterestm«r adven-
tures, every thing is found 1 m them;
the hNor_y of an acacia, or of a Chi-
nese wiilow, is bound m) v ith that
of an emperor obliged to stab him—
self, and the narrative of the con-
version oi 2 Paria comprises a treat-
ise on the mathematical scicnce of

At presziat the 517081 exnct rharts used hy
he nav imiuns who crass the seas of China, nre

thioss which wers drrwn up by the Jesuit ‘Miss
sionaries.



