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THYE, COMMERCEAL.

The British Columbia Legislaturs.
(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE )

After being in session 34 actual working days,
The British Columbia Lagistature adjraraed
on Monday of last week and accomplished more
probably than any provious boby did in one
parliamentary season. His Honor, the Licut -
3uvernor assented to some 73 bills, 35 of which
were private aad the remaiuder public in
character  Ihe session was characterized
mainly by work, there being little or no orator.
ical fireworks. Thero was a goo 1 deal of talking
but 1t cannot bo said there was one speech at
all memorable for its ability or exhaustivencss.
The Logislators are all mitter of fact busincss
men, A feature of the business done was the
absence of wrangling and acrimounious debate.
Although the opposition proper is not numeri.
cally strong, the large and important Lody of
independents preserve the _balance of power,
thus preventing the government from assuming
auny attitude of recklessuess or disegard for
public opinion which is often the result of too
large a party following. Throughout the pro.
credings were dignificd and business-like.

As an evidence of the development in pro.
gress it may be stated no less than ninetcen
private bills were passed incorporating railway
and tramway companles, nearly all of which,
there is goad reason for bLlieveing, mean busi.
ness, ‘T'he railways ia coatemplation are:
The Crow’s Nest & Kiotemiy, to coanect with
the American system ; a tramway to coanect
Vancouver and Westminstor, naw in ¢rurse of
construction ; the Durcard Inlet aud Feaser
River valley ; the Ashecof: and Caribao rail-
way, supposed te have in view ¢rnnection with
Alaska ; the Vernon & Okinagan, virtually an
extension of the Shuswey & Okanigan, to con-
nect at Osooyus with an American roid : the
Chilliwack railway, to run on the south side of
the Fraser from Mission to Chilliwack, a branch
of the C.P.R.; Burrard Tulet railway and
ferry ; Nelson & Fort Sheppard to coanect with
an American railway ; Nicola Valley Riilway,
which controls some 10,000 acres of coal land
in the Nicola Valley; the Upper Columbia
Navigation and Tramway Co. ; the Vancouver
snd Lulu Island Riilway ; the tHord Muntain
and Neleon tramway, to tap the mises in the
vicinity of Nelson; the Liverpool (opposite
Westminster) and Canoe Piss railway; the
Vancouver and Lulu Island Electric Railway
Co ; the Vancouver anl Alaska rai'way; the
Nicola, Kamloops and Sinulkaween railway ;
the Hot Springs and (loat River tramway :
Okanagan telephone and tramway lines betweea
Vernon and Endechy.

Aa important’private bill was that incorporat
ing the British Columbia Diedging and Imnprove-
ment Co., which his in view the reclamation of
the Sumas Lake and considerable overflowed
lands adjacent.  ‘This has been referred to at
some length in previous issues.

The public Lasiness transacted was of equally
important character. It was generally under-
stood that some changes in public policy would
be effccted, if not radical at least far reacning.
We can hardly say whether the resule was dis-
appointing or otherwise, ‘the three things
which were in the mind’s eye of the people and
which reqniced attention were the school laws,
land laws and mining laws. It will probably
be admitted thit of the three the school law
was least in nced of revision, whereas the

change in principle brought into operation has
been the most marked, viz , the sabstitution of
the appointive for the elective system in regard
to trustees, the government appsinting one half
and the city couucils the other hall.  ‘This may
be regarded as a retrogiade step rathe: than
one in advance ; at the same time a greater
xhare of the burden of muintenance is thrown
on the municipaiities, which are handed over
the poll tax heretofore collected by the pro-
vince. The advocates of this measure or rather
the members of the government claim that it
is u provision Lest suited for the vonditions of
this province. 1o reason alleged for it is the
lack of interest manifested by the eclictors in
the matter, and it is held that the council under
such circumstances is more apt to make a wise
choice. The opponents of the measurc regard
itas a still forither move in the direction of
centrulizing educational control with the gov-
ernment, instead of distributing 1t over the
various responsible bodies elected by the
people, something, it is claimed, wiich had
already run to an abuse,

The most erying evil that dennled reforma.
tion at the hands of the government was the
abuse incident to the state of the land laws, by
which it was possible for single individuals to
acyuire large teacts of public lands and by
which the best lands of the province at present
accersible have been so acquired. Tnat evil
must not be hLid at the feet of the Ribson
government any. more than to any prece iing
admivistration. It sir ply reprosents a condi-
tion of things that existed at the outset —and
has been perpetuated, the proportions of which
and the injuvy to the province were not fully
appreciated unntil too late. Previous to last
seesion and especiully during the clection cam-
paign the fecling was very strong and neatly
every candidate included lani law teform in
his platform. It was expected that some clear,
well detined public spirited policy would be
crystaliiz:l into legislative enactment, but
those who looked for a wise liw in the uterest
of the prospective settler have been measurably
dissppointed. It is trae the price of farm
lands has been raised to $5 per acre, but while
the sestler is reqvired to put improvements on
it equal to §3 an acre, the purchaser can get an
out und out title for 33, $2 59 or €1 per acre
according to the classitication as to quality.
‘I'his practically places ao limit on speculation ;
in fict, makes it casier than before to acquire
public lands, while no inducement has been
held out to actual settlers.  The one wise thing
the Government has done in this connection
and for which it deserves all credit is the
raising of the wild land tan o about double
what it was.  Tais will discourage the holding
of wild lands and produce a disprsition tos I
to those who will utilize it alvantageously for
their own gool and the development of
the Province.  No dubt hoth the land laws
an1school laws wall dennand fariher attention
in neat succeeding sessions of the Parliamont,

Coming to the mining laws this is one
featurec of legistadion 1 whick th: tGvern
m-nt his acted with wisdon anl there-
by given general satisfaction. fast year an
independent commision was appointed to
examine into the whole subject and after being
in scssion for some months the members

reported certain rasolutions which were
approved of and adopted by Parliament, and
without in any way endeavoring to outline its
provisions it may be stated that thoy have
apparently met with the unqualified approval
of the miners and those most intereste I,

A detcrmined cffort was made by the leader
of the oppoiition to introduce an anti-Chinese
clause in all these private bills, restrainiog
the e:nployment of Chinese, but hisamendiments
were as persistently voted down cne after
another. The inspiring principle of the op
pusitionas alloged was thig,that if the Chinese do
not obtain employment thoy will not stay here,
while on the other hind it was claimed that
such a clauso insorted in private bills, while
all right for bills of & public character, would
be unconstitutional and an intecference with
the rights of individaals or companies to empluy
whom they please, hoth positions being very
sonad.

2\ number of other bills were passed, relating
to assessmonts, for libraries, workingmea, anl
80 on, all of which received a fair share of con-
sideration und in the main will be beneficial in
effcct 11 respret to railways the province
weat ia for c.anection with the railways south
of the bonudary, irrespective of any considers
tivus of divertiog trade. It was recogniz:d
that the people of Kastenyy aund Oxanagw
were bound to have railways, and if not from
one side from the other. How the Dominion
Government will treat these charters remains
to be scen, but ualess the Canadian Pacific can
guaranice what the people waat it is very evi
deat that it will be a case of Minitobs over
agun. [ncal intererests are 8» strong in favor
of co-nmunication southward, in the abscoce
of regular communication from the British
Columbia side, that a huc and c¢ry way be
expected if any attempt is mde to thwart the
wishes of the people.

L

Nelson Minerl: John F. Ward, the man who
brought the firat stock of proviticns to aund
opened the first hotel in Nelson returned this
week to stay with the town., He will erecta
fine 2 story hotel,

We are sorry to learn, says the Prince Albert
Temes, Jhat during the breaking up of the wce
some 700 or 800 of the Sanderson Co’s saw logs
escaped by crowding under the hoom on Nhell
River, and no doubt by this tima many of them
are floating ia Cedar L:ke. This is a scrious
luss to the company.

The Vancouver sugar refinery has shipped
sugar to the States, owing to temporary scar
city. ‘Yesterday afternoon”, says the Neo
the steamer Michigan took 73 barrels of sugar
from the BB. C. Sugar Refinery for Portland
They will ship several hundred barrels in the
course of a few duys, and as long as the lugh
prices arc maintaineld, they will be able (. fiod
a market there,

1L . Audevson & Co., tmplement dealers,
Winoipeg, arrsnged last week with VMorcer
Bros. & Co., of Alliston, Ont., to handl. the
Mercer binder in the west.  Agencies arc now
being  cstablichcd at principal poiats  The
Mercer is a new bind er bere, though it has
been on sale fur the past four years in Outario,
and for threc years in Australia, The w i hine
was cxhibited here fiest last full, Ic is an in
vention of Mercer Bros, and its distiag 1shiag
feature is that it works without canvass



