THE COMMERCIAL.

The Tarantula,
(Detrolt Tribune.)

One of the most remarkable of all
the strange developments of life in
the far West is the tarantula industry
in Southern California.

During the month of July, August
and September the tarantulas take
their annual outing and high
carnival, for then the environments of
their underground homes are dry and
parched, and they can crawl delighted-
ly through a wealth of adobe dust
and over mesas, where crouch weary
groups of sagebrush, cactus and wild
Erass, all oppressed by heat and
gray

They live almost exclusively In
rough, uncultivated areas, and seldom
Intrude their uncanny presence in ity
or town. In dredging out their sub-

is

and
great, his sentiments being >xpressed
by lively movements of his hairy body
an ams that
from his elght tiny eyes. With a final
flourish, in which all ten legs reach

out toward an
we world, he gives a despairing shud-
der and succum!

In spite of this extensive trade in
venomous goods, no one Is known o
have been Litten, both boys and memr
taking the gueatest precautions.
South America this spider s most
deadly, the species in Mexico being al-
most equally bad.

During the middle ages, the tara
ula was known as the “mad splder,
because of the symptoms following ks
bite, the spider being held responsib.
for the dancing mania which over-
spread Burope at that time. The bite
threw ¢he sufferer

terranean  domestic
they show a partiality for adobe soil
which s black and easily manipulated.
There may be Intelligent method in
their selection of a home, for the soll
in color corresponds with their dusky
hue, and they can prowl about with
less fear of being observed by their
enemies.

During the tarantula season small
boys in cotton shirts and jumpers dot
the foot hills, and dry flelds like punc-
tuation marks, intent upon capturing
these dangerous bugs. The trade
paraphernalia of these intrepid youths
consists of tin cans and glass jars
with covers, a pail of water and two
long slender sticks that can be used
as pinchers, with which to handle the
spiders.

Bome of the boys are more elaborate-
Iy equipped for the business, being
supplied with long steel pinchers, and
& box speclally made for the purpose,
containing small partitions and tight-
ly fitting cover,

Two tarantulas are never put Into
the same receptacle, for when In cap-
tivity they seem to have an inveter-
ate antipathy for each other and fight
with most ferocious abandon, biting,
scratching and mutilating one anoth-
er until both contestants die in the

Sometimes the barbaric Instincis of
the taxidermist Influence him to put
half a dozen spiders on a table and
watch them fight. A terrific battle
ensues, for the wrath of the particl-
pants is great, and the weapons for-
midable. In preparing for the attack
they stand almost upright on thelr
four hind legs, open wide their fangs
until the mandibles protrude in a
straight line from the face, then with
all the muscular force of which th:y
are capable they launch themselves
forward, sinking the poison-laden
mandibles into the flesh of the enemy.
Every movement expresses antagonis-
\sm, violent, terrific, and finally all
six are clutched together, forming
compact ball. Thinking the proceed-
ings have progressed far enough, the
taxidermist takes the ball in his pin-
chers, and precipitates all six spiders
into the turpentine-gasoline combina-
tion, where they dissolve partnership
with one another and with life

When one tarantula Dbites anothe:
the one bitten acts like a human be-
ing under the influence of liquor, @
thing absolutely drunk. This Is the
first result. Then comes a numbness
or paralytic condition which often

sts for a week, during waich the
epider lives, but Is unable to move. At
the end of that time he usually dies.

Tarantulas some<imes lose & leg In
thetr encounters, and (t I8 given out
as an absolute fact by a man who has
controfled the novelty trade in Pasa-
dena for years, that a new leg will
sprout out from the old stump, and
the spider be made as Kood s new.

the taranculas are flerce

amongst themselves, they 5
ed, and when In captivity will take
fMes from the hand or dnink water

from a leaf. Though they may be
amiable, they don't thrive under such
treatment and soon dle.

In India these spiders are regarded
with <he greatest reverence and con-
sideration, and become so tamed that
when children tie a string t them
they will follow their leader as readily
as a dog will follow an American

The artist who guides the tarantula
xidermy evi-

r run allve, for an

of b bugs a year pass oo

into the vast unknown through a sea

of gasokne and turpentine, into which
thrusts them.

¢his man 3
suddenly thrown into
bath, the carantula’s

of
into the deepest melancholy, which
changed into a stupor, while the body
became livid and cold. Sometimes the
victims became blind. For music they
had an increased sensibility, and no
other po rer could rouse them from
their lethargy. It seemed ¢o permeate
their system and wake the almost
sleeping heart, and they would jump
to «heir feet and dance with maniacal
abandon until utterly exhausted.
last, with perspiration dripping from
every pore, a general relaxation took
place, amn they dropped to earth
overcome by fatigue, but cured.
A popular ‘theawy was that ibe

tem by damcing, and worked its way
out through the skin, Bright colors
always intensified the rapture of the
dancers, each victim having a prefer-
ence.

Nqueezed.

The word “squeezed” has a com-
mercial meaning. When a large oper-
ator in stocks has been outmanoeuvr-
ed and beaten by a larger operador,
the former is sald W be squeezed. For
 long time the United States of Am-

country  situated between
and Canada, has been endea-
voring to squeeze the latter. Not to
g0 too ‘ar back In history, they tried
the squeesing process on us when they
withdrew from the Reciprocity Treaty
some thirty-five years ago. They have
tried it several times since by means
of high tariffs. No doubt there was a
certain fairness in their actions, judg-
ed by modern business standards, but
It certainly was not the kind of fair-
ness which appealed to the people of
Canada. Canada has steadlly refused
to be squeezed, and the more the
trade of the continent to which we
belong was denied us by our nelghbors
the more we sought for a place in
the markets of the world.

Gradually, however, light is perme-
ating the reglons of darkest America
few journalistic voices In the
Uni States are calling for a new
policy toward the Land of the Maple,
‘The squeezing policy s not generally
approved. A number of the best new
pupers In New York, Washington and
Philadelphia are pleading for a new
policy—reciprocity on fair terms. They
point out that Canada 1s the third
best customer which the United States
possesses, and that the Canadian mar-
ket is worth more than all the South
American markets combined. This is
& more sensible view.

Just as asuggestion, 1 desire to in-
timate that this would be an excellent
time for Sir Wilfrid Laurier to de-
cide that the Joint High Commission
be abandoned. There Is nothing to
be galned by keeping it allve. Let it
die and give # a respectable funeral.
Such @ course of conduct on ous part
would do much to help along the edu-
cation of the United States people con-
cerning the amount of stabliity and in-
dependence possessed by the ix mil-
lion people oi this northern land, The
Maritime Provinces are not
for reciprocity so long as the United
States government does not put an ex-
port duty on tourists. Nor does British
Columbla desire reciprocity. The mer-
chants of Vancouver and Victoria have
difficult work to hold thelr own with
the sellers of goods in Seattle, Tacoma
and San Francisco. Reciprocity wouid
injure Vancouver and Victoria. The
Northwest is getting along nicely be-
cause the United States does not put

export duty on settlers; like tour-
ists they pay no tax when they leave
the country., And the Northwest wants
settlers. Ontarlo and Quebec are pros-
pering without reciprocity, and it is
questionable If In the long run it would
be beneficlal to these provinces.—Sep-
tember Canadlan Magasine.

WINNIPEG
HOTEL LELAND

Headquarters for commercial men.

CITY HALL SQUARB.

DRYDEN, ONT.
DRYDEN HOTEL
A. R. HUTCHINSON, Prop.

Headquarters for commercial and min-
Ing men and the general publie.

RAPID CITY
QUEEN’'S HOTEL .
THOS. EVOY, Prop.

for
Free bus meets all tralns.

BIRTLE

ROSSIN HOUSE

B. FENWICK, Prop.
Good nccommodation; telephone connec-
tion with the station; sample rooms; luside
closet. Livery in connection.

YORKTON
BALMORAL HOUSE

McDOUGALL BROS., Props.

00d sample rooms and every accommo-

aation for the general public. Heated by

furnace and lighted by acetylene gas.

W. F. LEE, Prop.
First-class accommodation for commer

clal travellers.

RED DEER, ALTA.
ALBERTA HOTEL
BEATTY & BRINDLE, Props.

ery tion
ers and the general public.

WETASKIWIN, ALTA.
ORITERION HOTEL
F. M. HAMILTON, Proprietor.
New bulldings, newly furnished, hot
cold baths, heated h{ furnace and lighted
with gas; good sample rooms.

STRATHCONA
STRATHCONA HOUSE
W. H. SHRPPARD, Prop.
First-class. Opposite depot.

EDMONTON
ALBERTA HOTEL
JACKSON & GRIERSON, Proprietors.

Sample rooms. Free bus. Livery Iu
counection.

MACLEOD
MACLEOD HOTEL
THOS. WILTON, Prop.
Good sample rooms and evel
dation for. commercial raveilors and the
r'ﬂll 'publll‘. Rates $2.00 per . Bus
o and from tralns.

PINCHER CREEK
HOTEL ARLINGTON
MITCHELL & DOBBIE, Props.

New bullding, new and odious bed-
rooms, - parlors, ~bathrooms and _sample
rooms. Ne urnished. Heated througn-
out by hot lighted by gas. Electric
bell every room. Cul second to
none; and the best stock of wines, liquors
and clgars In Alberta.
Miss Michell, Matro

GLEN

BORO
QUEEN’S HOTEL
M. E. NEVINS, Prop.
Best hotel on the Glenboro branch. Three
large and first-class sample rooms.

NAPINKA
HOTEL LELAND
. HALLONQUIST, Prop.
First-class In every department. Bample
ry

rooms. convenlence for the travel-
ling public. Opposite C. P. R. depot.
DELORAINE

PALACE HOTEL

LAIRD & McGARVEY, Props.
New building, new furnishings, furnace
heating, acetylene gas, First-class. Large
sample rooms.

MACGREGOR, MAN.
THE STANLEY HOUSE
E. WATSON, Prop.

Commodious sample rooms.
feed stable In connection.
teaming attended to.

or )
Livery and
Al kinds of

ELKHORN
HOTEL MANITOBA
W. J. DIXON, Prop.

New bullding ; new furnishings: furnace
heating; acetylene gas. First-class. Large
mple rooms.

CRANBROOK, B. C.
CRANBROOK HOTEL
JAS. RYAN, Prop.
Large and convenlent sample roo:

ms and
fo0d sccomumodation for commercial men.
ates $2.00 a day.

REVELSTOKE, B. C.
HOTEL VICTORIA
JOHN V. PERKS, Prop.

La and  well
Hog S aBd olectric® gt '
every room. Night grill room in connec-
tion for the convenlence of guests arriving

and departing by night trains.

NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C.
(OTEL COLONIAL
J. E. INSLEY, Proprietor.

Special attentlon given to commerci
travellers. Charges oderate. il

VANCOUVER
HOTEL LELAND
R. DOWSWELL, PROPRIETOR.

Refurnished and remodelied. Rates §1.50
o §2.00 . Long distance ‘phone.
One block from C. R. depot and steam-

boat wharves. W. B Grigor, Manager.

VICTORIA

JAS. PATTERSON, Mgr.

FLEMING
‘WINDSOR HOTEL
W. GEO. CLEVERLY, Prop.
New management. Rates $1.25.

vated and refurnished. Commodious sam-
ple_rooms. ed by hot alr. Livery
s

KAMLOOPS
GRAND PACIFIC HOTEL
P. A. BARNHART, Proprietor.
The best hotel in Kamloops. Ample ac-

He:
and feed stable In
closet.

ROSTHERN
'AL HOTEL
H. A. McEWEN, Prop.
New house, Up-to-date appointments.

PRINCE ALBERT
FRINCE ALBERT HOTEL
DAVID POLLOCK, Prop.

First-class nccommodation.  Good sam-
rooms for commercial men. Bus meets
all tralne,

GREBNWOOD, B, C.
IMPERIAL HOTEL
GRAHAM & PARRY, Proprietors.

H uarters
nd':l‘lqbuu- ':'-.m S

PHOENIX, B. C.
THE VICTORIA HOTEL
B. C. Hotel Co., Ltd, B. TOMKINS, Mgr.

Eleetrie bel
neated, ‘Soee Tigoers wsd Sgare. Saimpie




