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CUTTING MAHOGANY IN HONDURAS.

While the camp is being made the ** hunter”
is off exploring. ‘The precious swietenia ma-
hogani does not grow in clumps and groves like
our pine and walnut, but each monarch stands
alone in solitary state, amidst a dense growth of
other huge trees, its trunk concealed by a wild
tangle of vines, orchids and underbrush, requir-
ing the closest attention of the experienced woous-
man to detect it.  In a tropical wilderness where
the trees are so thick that one can hardly force
his way between them, the whole hung with an
impenctrable mass of verdure as with a curtain,
their mingled tops a solid wall which makes eter-
nal twilight below, and every trunk twined rouad
and round with creepers —it is not an easy matter
to distinguish species. The bunter climbs the
tallest tree that he can find comparatively clear,
and from its top his practised eyes detect the
folinge of the coveted mahogany. He then
counts the trees in line, notes carefully the direc-
tion, distance and every landmark, slides down
from his leafy observatory and proceeds to blazea
trial to his *‘find.” This done he marks the
trees with his machete and returns to camp.

Lach man in a company is assigned his particu-
lar work: some to fell the trees, others to cut
truck-roads through the jungle, others to collect
and haul the wood and water, ete.  The cutters
turn out from camp as soon as it is light enough
to see  which in the tally dense woods meins a
much later hour than in the regions where the
sun has a better chance to show itself ; and
generally by noon tree cutting for the day is
finished. Al work is done by the task system,
which is said to be the only way of handling
native labor; thatis, one man’s ‘“'stent” is to
cut two trees, from 8 to 10 feet in circumference;
two men are given three large trees to bring
dowan, or four men are detiiled to lay low some
forest giant, perhaps 235 feet in circumference.
To the tenderfoot that seems a task impossible
of accomplishment. Owing to its cnormous
buttresses the trunk can not be cut near the
ground, so the axemen are obliged to rig up
a platform, 10, 15, 26 or as many feet high
as the buttress extends. These platforms are
called ‘‘barbecues,” though how that word
applies nobody but an Englishman who prides
himself on correct use of the language can say.
The ““ barbecue” is made of slim poles, one on
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cach side of the tree, on supports, and two other
poles laid across them ; also, one on each side
of the tree.  The axman mounts this platform,
with one foot on cach pole, two men to a tree,
on opposite sides, and rapidly fell the tree.  Itis
a marvel how men can stand on these slender
poles and chop down enormous trees ; but they
do it, and quickly, too. In an incredibly short
time the stately monarch of centuries totters and
falls, crashing its way through the crowd of
smaller trees,  The trunks and branches are then
squared, and are ready for transportation. In
felling a valuable tree every precaution s taken
agrainst breaking or splitting it, and thus spoiling
the lumber.  This manner of cutting on a plat-
form seems very wastelul, as it leaves in the
stump an average of 4oo leet of the best part of
the tree, so far as beauty of grain is concerned
to say nothing of the gniled and twisted roots,
which bear the same proportionate additional
value that our walnut roots do to the rest of the
tree ; but no better way has yet been devised.
Three hundred trees are considered a good sea-
son's work for one camp, cich tree yiclding
2,000 feet of timber, on a modest estimate of the
average. Quebec Chrouicle.
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2 We are making a specialty of this class of business and quote a few lines:
Japan tea, good siyle and cup Prunes, larsre bright fruit in eases g %¢. b,
- - quality @...00eieee.ins PR tie. Ibe ) Valencia raisinne. .. ... Cerriaae pe. ¢
Y Hyson tea, good style and cup Evaporated apples {choice brights) 3tac. ¢
Quakity (@, veeieiiiniinenens toc. | Dried apples. cooiiiiiiiiiiiannans 330
Congou tea, good style and cup Dried peaches.oooovveennnan, slac. ¢

Sl QY @i iiiiianaas 1te. I Dried plums. oo ieiiiieiieninns 6Yic. ¢ X/

J L Choice medium beans....o.o... Soc. bus. 24 brls fine quality rich syrop.... 2¢. ¢ “ j
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o WRITE US FOR PRICHS . THE “SHANTY QUEEN” AXE

Lo GAMPBELL BROS. »o

Send for <ample lot Manufacturers

Bty wenther < o * St. John, N. B.
— WRITE FOR PRICES —

EAMOUS CARSS MAGKINAW

In Jackets, Pants and Shirts
WOOL SOCKS and MITTS
VAN GOODS e
Write for Prices and Samples.

W. Carss & Co.

ORILLIA, ONT.

BEST MAIN DRIVE.

Sole Canadian Agents HH

WATERQUS, BRANTFORD, CANADA.

complete outtit,

RAILS FOR TRAMWAYS

EW AND SECOND-IIAND STEEL AND
iron mils for rnways and logging lines, from
12 Ibs per yard and upwazde; estimates given for

JOUN J. GARTSHORE,
49 Front St West, ‘T'oronto,
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OFFICES & WORKS

Prices Reducea.

AoJOWNING NLw Uni1on Station, Tenonto, Can

when corresponding with
advertisers.

The A. R. Williams Machinery Co., Ltd.

Denereinot*™ MACHINERY AND SUPPLIES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION—New and Second-Hand,

Engines, Boilers,

Saw Mills,

Shingle Mills,
Planers and Matchers,

Wood Working Machinery,

DRANCHES:

345-347 ST. James St., MONTREAL ;

~MTE

“Wm) JORONTO
Special Prices o>r Next 30 Days.

Iron Tools,
Lathes, Planers,

Drills, Shapers,
Milling Machines,

Slotters, Boring Mills,

Bicycle Machinery, etc.

193 CoLBORNE ST., BRANT 'ORD; Loxpox Tool Co., LONDON.
HEAD OFFICE: FRONT ST., EAST OF UNION DEPOT, (quf

New Premises Just Completed.

Worite Us.



