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that iu a iiiontent of bliud, ungovernable passion, Lad deait such a awift,
pitilese blow.

IlMr. Lyndoch," elle said, her voice very low, IdI amn comae to bog your
pardon-to ask you to forgive me "

Bler touch led becn so ligbt that le badl heeded it no more than the
play or tbe breeze about him, yet at sound of her voice, he started and
turne;', flushing red as the sunset, to ilhe roots of lus ivavy brown hair.
Then recoveriflg his self-control, Le answcred ivith bis accustomcd colducs

"I crossed your will this morning, it was 1 who, should have asked
pardon : I have notbing to forgivc."'

Mollie clasped lier bands, aud looked at him, as ibougli lie hand deali
ber sime wound.

"lBut I sîruck you," she said, and thcn as her glancc restcd on the deep
scar, ber hcad droopcd, and site stood silcntly beforo him.

A sîrange, undefinible smile crossed hlis lips.
IlYou think b.-cause your blow lias leit a mark, that 1 must suIfer mlore,"

he said, bis deep, firm tolles broaking the stillness. tg Iave you neyer
undersiood howv a lieart xnay blecd under a wound whicb la stung continu-
ally to, fre eh pîain?'

M~ollie prcssed ber bands dloser togtcthcr, tieu, with an effort, she raiscd
her Lead and met his stcadiast gaze.

"i know I have bebaved badly to you," she acknowledged, her great
eyes shining with a misty lighit. "lBut if my words have ever given you
pain, I amn ivilling to take that pain upon myself. Ble as merciless to me
as I have been ta, yoti-only make me suifer in thousand-fold measure
wbat, ail tbese wceks, you have borne front me."

He gazed at lier for a moment in silence, then pacing once across the
room, he reiutued to where she stood by the window ; but le did not look
again int the sweet, white face, iurned îowards 1dm. lis arms were folded
across his breasi, and lie glanced out over the purpling bills, as lie f ramed
the words for which Mollie had ivaited:.

I* shall make no effort to disclaim the iruii," hce said, aftcr a pause.
"Froin the first hour of my arrivaI, you have set your %vill 10 make My

position here an irksonie and a dificult one-a position, flot assumned of My
own choice, but forccd ou me by social circumstances. *Fhat la passed:
you wisb to, atone; and -1 appeal 10 you, if flot for c-rnscience, then (or
worldly honour, to no longer Linder nie lu tbo discbarge of my duties ; ta,
no longer mcci me on every side with tLe coutempt which, if 1 do flot resent
as a master, 1 cannai but feel as a mati."

His voice sa calm at tirst, rose passionately witb the last wordi, and bis
deep gaze, fixcd on Mollie, secimed 10 hîold lier with a sirauge, specchlss
power.

Iu the gathering iwilight she sîood, pale and calm as a siatuc-stood
for one full minute afier he bad ccased spcaking, iiu proudly lifting her
head, site turued »t go.

lie gazed after lier, Lis impassioned ceycs filled îvitli an exîîressinni she
could not have understood.

Ah, Mollic-wayward, brautiful, Mollie, ibis caprice- was, perhaps, .ho
cru clesi of aIl.

Half-wa'y across the rooni ber sîcp faltered, aud coverng lier facc with
Fcr Lande, sbo burstinto a passion of tcars.

Lyndocb vras sîattled, and wcnt 10 her side, and tricd to draw lier bands
[rom ber face.

"lMiss Denavon-Miriarri !" lieexclaimed, bis own voice grown suddenly
treinlutous. IlI bavo be-en toc) severe. Forget wbat I have said : haie trie
-treai me wiib aIl the coutempi you will ; but do fiai ici me th nk I bave
causcd these tears.",

11cr Lande quivcred in lus grasp, but she did flot withdrqw thecm (rom bis
hLId-; aud tbere was a pleadiug, piteous look lu ber eyes as she raiscd ibent
wîîh tears ta hi, facc, tbat face disfigured by tLe scat lier viulcnce liad left
there.

I have ncvcr lîated you," site said, slill loolcing up iîîîo his face.
"To-day Las been the worsî of aIl ny 111e. I ]lave suffércd moto from that

blow iban you cari have f clt in your bittcrest momients. My nebellion lias
licou notîbccause 1 hated sud dcapiscd you, but because I could Iled for you
ji.;iber dislikce non contîcmpt."

lits grasp lightcncd ou ber bands, and hls gaze sccmcd teoscarch tbrougb
ber eycs int bier vcry soul.

-Mi-.iani 1"
This timet ber name broic ftoul bis lips in so sirange a touae tbat it

Ilnought a nueh of colaur ta Mollic's îmlýte face, sud lier cycs grew %çidc aud
siailed ; ihlen in the same moment, he suddcnly louscd lus grasp, drcw
back a pace, sud there was a pause.

IlLet tLe patsi bclong t0 tbe past," Le said, ai lengih, Lis cairn voice
deep and rnelloi. 11 Our ]ives necd neyer clash again ; it is hast ibcec
shouîd bc peace b.-twecn us."

He uitcrcd fia alLer word. Mollie's face Lad droopcd lower and lower,
the flush whicb Lad glowed in ber checcks a few seconds since repliccd by'
a deatbly palier.

When she loolccd up again Lc was gone, and -sii a great light in ber
cyes, Mollie tient lier bead and laid lier lips.igalust tLe baud bc Lad toucbcd.

"fl esi therc sbould lie peacc beiween uis," sha munmured, n-epeaiing Lia
wonds as tbough they lîad fcund their wisy dccp down in bier bcaru.

IdPeacc that sliai atone for ail the patst."
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Duning tbo next few days cverything wcut on calmly ai Whlite Towcrs.
Miss Wilmoit was wcll cnough to take ber chtrges again under ber con-

irol, aud :Lionel Lyndoch was neliovcd af much rcsponsibility.
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