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Theeditor of THE CriTicis res{:onsiplo for the views expressed in Editorial Notoes and

cles,and for auch only ; but the editor is not to be undorstood as endorsing tho senti-
ants expressed in the articles contributed to this journal. Uur ceaders aro capable of
proving or disapproving of any part of an article or contents of tho paper, and after
ercising due care as to what is to appearin our columns, wo shallleave the rest to their
elligent judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

We desire to impress upon our contemporaries throughout the Marntime
vinces that it is our earnest desire through our column of Industnal
otes, tu give such publicity as our large circulation allows to the business
d manufacturing progress of all sections of the Maritime Provinces. We
all therefore make a point of reproducing all such notices of the businesses

d manufactories of the several localities as may appear in the columns of our
ntemporaries.

Mr. Phelan, the late U. S. Consul-General in Halifax, commanded a full
ount of confidencs, respect and esteem from the Province to which he
accrecjntcd, but Mr. Frye, who was Mr. Phelan’s immediato predecessor,
d who is now appointed to succeed that gentleman, is equally popular,
d the President’s government has undoubtedly done well in re-appoisung
. Mr. Phelan leaves a clear sheet as to fishery matters to lus successor,
ving satisfactorily arranged all pending cases.

A tendency has been manifested of late among scientific people to fancy
0ger on an extensive scale from the continued drilling for oil. An English
memporary has the following on the subject :—* Professor Joves answers
¢ question raised as to whether the tapping and drilling of the earth for
I that is going on in Amerca is dangerous or not—that 1s to say, likely to

out the internal fires of the earth to play havoc with the surface far and
r. He compares the earth 10 a balloon floated and kept distended by
e gas in lhg interior, which if exhausted will cause the crust to collapse,
ect the motion of the earth in its orbit, causc it to lose its place among
e heavenly bodics, and fall in pleces  Another writer thinks that drilling
ould be prohibited by strigent laws. The scientist says an immense
vity exists, end that here the gas is stored, that a mile below the bottom
the cavity is a mass « f roaring, scething flame, which is gradually cating
fo the rock floor of the cavern and thinning it.  Eventually the flames
il reach the gas, and a ternfic cxplosion will ensue.  The simile of the
nh bzing like a balloon isuot very solid. Why not weigh the earth, and
tle the question of solidity ?  The scientists can weigh the sun and moon;
¢ figures are long, but the result is worth the trouble.” For ourselves we

notattach more importance 1o this supposition of danger than we do to
hundred and onc other alarmist fads of the day.
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Now that the Camival with s brilliant success is over for this year, it
is in order to exhort our fellow-citizens not to fail back into the state of
apathy towards public concerns which so many have levelled as a reproach
against us. Let usall, and in particular men of standing and capital, stand
shoulder to shoulder in advancing the intorests of our City in every possible
way. Our dry-dock is now open and available, and the merits of Halifax
have been mede mote patent to the world, Let us not by inertness lose
the vantage ground so well gained.

The Vienna papers note the coincidence that the Cretan question has

o | always assumed an acute character whenever Russia has begun to pursue

an aggressive policy in the East, The Neus Freic Presse remarks that
almost simultancously with the three great Russian wars in the East during
this century the most serious disorders have broken out in the island, The
object of these agitations was always the union of Crete with the Hellenic
kingdom. That the insurrection of 1858 and 1876 were Philo-Hellenic in
tendency is notorious. Indeed, the union of the island with Greece was
actually proclaimed in January 1878. The Russian papers, notably the
Noroe Vremya, are characteristically cnough taking advautage of the erron-
eous notions prevailing on tho question to attempt once more to sow discord
between the Porte and the pacific Powors, by pretending that in St: Peters-
burg and Athens the rights of Tuzkey in Crete are far better respected than
in London, Betlin, Vienna, and Rome.

The Age of Steel has some remarks on the supply of petrolenm which
would seem to indicate a possibility of a failure of the present great Ameri-
can sources within a possibly measureable period. It says :—* Professor J.
F. Carroll, assistant geologist for the State of Pennsylvania, is quoted as
saying that the supply of petroleum was last yoar 5,000,000 barrels less than
the demand, and that the shortage is bound 10 become more pronounced,
in consequence of the failing condition of the oil fields. A few years ago
stocks were piling up at the rate of 2,000,00c barrels a month, or almost
that, whereas they are now being decreased by something like 1,000,000
barrels a month.  There are now, it is true, about 12,000,000 barrels of
petroleum in tanks in the Ohio field, but this is because Ohio oil has not
been used extensively as an illuminant. Bnt the Ohio field, Professor Car-
roll believes, will not prove to be so extensive or productive as many
suppose. No field thus far know. or likely to be ever known hereafter
will equal the yield of the Bradfurd, which has produced 56,000,u00 Larrels
of oil, and at one time yiclded as high as 105,000 barrels every twenty-four
hours. Its production is now d»wa tu 15,000 to 20,000 barrels a day, and
the pool is being drained to the dregs.  Possibly there are some pools of
1,000,000 to 3,000,005 barrels in some of the old fields, and in new terri-
tery not yet opened np, but th: prospects that such is the casc aze growing
less every day. Kentucky may become something of an oil producer,
though nothing great, for the oil bearing sands underlie a portion of that
State, and lap over into Tennessee. Texas has some oil, but the experiments
undertaken in that State by Professor Carroll for others convinced him that
the petroleum does not exist in paying quantitics.” .

There is in the recent seizure of the sealing schooner Bluck Diauvied,
in addition to the serious international character of the transaction, a semi-
farcical olement quite likely to occur when national officials are aware that
they are committing an act of highhandedness which no international com-
ity will bear out. That the escapo of the schooner was evidently permitted
does not lessen the gravity of an act of piratical insolence ; it does however
generate contempt for the bluster at which it has been a disgrace to the
United States Government to have connived. It is superfluous to dwell
on the ut cr untenability of the American claim to control an upen seca, one
coast of which belongs to another power,—2 claim moreover which the United
States, in common with other great mantime powers, distinctly repudiated
when dvawnced by Russia. Taere is no question as to the night or wrong
of the contentivn, which indeced the American Government has not dared to
distinctly assert.  The question now is how long is this insolence to betol-
erated by Great Briain. At the moment of writing we are not sure what
kas been decided upon.  The question is said to have been taken into the
serious consideration of the Cabinet, and it has been stated that a consider-
abl+ portion of the Pacific squadron has been ordered to Behring Sea.
We are not certainly advised of the correctness of the latter report, but we
are quite sure that the time has arrived when it will no longer do to put up
with outrages of so gross a character.  We have all along until now consid-
ered that delay and forbearance were justified by the naturai hope and
expectation that the United States would in duc time take proper action.
As this scarcely scems to have been their programme it is time that Great
Britain should act with promptitude and decision. :




