8 THE

CRITIOC.

gold, through those portious of the work where the miwivu of our Saviour
s dwelt npon, reflecting on the hearers a xonse of that holy calmpesq and
serenily with which He, in the divinity of His nature, mot the reotn ol
perxecution of IHis enemies.  Apart from this, the melodious heauty, nut
only of tho usrmative portions alrondy alluded to, which are jndidentally
woven in with tho various scenvs—for there are bat fow detached =olos—
but of the rich orchestral sccompaniments wiueh form so integral a portion
of the work, appeal inost pwerfuny 10 vvery eaz, and will no donbt matarially
help to place the Oratonm as gl in popular, as it will unqueationably o
in artistic, favour. 1t must alko be saud that, in accondance with tha design,
which tho composer hian steadily ndhiered 10, of preserving tho vontinuity of
his Qraturiu, tho choruacs nover ussumn tho form of seb compositions which
would bo equally o8 « flective 1f trapsforred to snother work, but grow up
noturally from the progrees of tho inoidenta; and e horoughly hax the
endeavour to faithfully realize the sitaations in which his choral moveoments
veenr been carried out, that, vxpecially in theco fur the enlestial choir, ho
ha< indivatel exaetly the pumber of veiews to vach past—a precwtion
which is produstive of the happiest resalt — Musicdd Tino <,
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MAX O'RELL OXN « PARRITCH."

Tho tullewing oxtmet i« from M. O'lioll's new houk, entitled L’Awmi
Mardongld :==* The nitional dish of Scotland i catmeal pudding, called
porridyge, provouueed purcitel by tho natves.  Patrelyge wecrved to break-
fast in all Scottish Louses, from tho ca~tlo to the cut. It 14 Lhe tirst dish ot
breadfast, or the only une, nccording to tue means. Porridge i1sa food
which hoth atrengthens snd satistics, and which, it wenld appear, is & con-
siderable aid tu the nurmal doveiupment of the bory systew, Moy than
one sturdy Seoteh student, with lnalthy hue Lup empiy purse, breakfusts on
a plateful ot porndge that he prepares hiwself ; whila the gilded youth of
Oxford and Cambridgo. breakfast hiko princes. L have met a roadiman near
Dumfries, why, with a wage of twelve siihings o wevk, has raised a family
of vight childten. all very chubby and radiant with health, thauks to por-
ridge. Tho ollest, o hine lad of vighteen years, had gainod o bursary at
Aberdeen University.  In England novo ot the liberal professions would
have been open to him.  The lower classes do not condesceud lo eal por
ridge.  They wust havo their butvhor meat twice » day, with beer und other
liquors.. “Twenty years of prosperity and high wages havo spoilt and ruined
the working clias i Euglind. Now the wages a10 low, ot rather there is
leas work ¢ thiese peapiv never dreamed of laying past a penny during their
palmy dayvs, anl they now pull a wry face, They are not cured for all that.
They would fivl insulted of you oflered them gurridye. A pong lady, who,
quite recently, wished to coufer upon us the hoaor ot sorving us m the
capacity of cook, 1efused one day o take some porridge that my wife offered
her, saying——* It ia good enough for poor people in the workhouse this oat-
mea! pudding, but, thank goodue=s, T have not como to that yet.! No, but
it will como to that. When o Scottish servant receives hor viages, shoe imi-
tates the wisdom of the Fronch servant of tha pevinees, she pays a vixit to
the eavings bank. When aw Eugtich servant receives her wages, sho goes
right off to buy a new bonnet, and to kuve her photograph “took.’ T had
nlways imaginrd that porridge <hould bo taken before other foad. « But hav-
ing heard a'stout Scotchman asked to bo -erved with his porridgo after sau-
sago and potatoes, I ventured to ask him the reason. ¢ How is it that you
take tho porridgo last ' ~aid 1. ¢ Ay, mon,’ replied he, ¢it's to i1l up the
chinks.' Ask a Seottish conntry lad what ho had for breakfast, and he will
proudly reply, ‘Parntch, o And for dinner? ¢ Pareritch’ And for
supper? ‘Parrrritch’ If ho had o fourth meil he would mnanage to
introduce an ¢ 2 more, 1 hike the prople who roll their * ', they have
some rinr.  ‘T'o make hare soup, you must tiest catch your hare ; o make a
Zounve, you must have a Fienchmun; to make -ourkraol, you must ho o
Uerman (lo eat it, alw); to make porridge, you must he a Ncotchman,”
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*SUN DOGR'—THE MOON'S PHASES.

. .—1 Whal sremun doge 1 2. Thu cduso or causes of them? 3 Why
don’t they appest o summer? 4. What cavses the differont quarters of tho
mood ; if caused by the aarth being botwenn sun and woon, cuting its
shadow un latter, what 1s an echipse of tho woon!  Avs.—1. Parhelrs or
“ sun dogs” are *“ mock runy,” which appear hike another sun at vach side
of that luminary. They appear ut the same heizht above tho horizon us
tho trus sun, and are usually Connected with each other by a circle or hilo,
2. Parholins aro caused by tho sun’s hight falling on wminute ice rystals,
which are al tho time 1o the stwo-phote. 3. It 13 not impossible for them
tu appear in sumwer, but they are much wore frequent in the winter wmonthe,
uwing (u the thon extra utnvunt of frozen particles held by the atmosphere.
1 The lubar phases are caused by the refiection of tho sun’s light from the
opaque spherical «urfuce of the movn. Tho moeon is an opaque body, snd
hos no inherent light, Lut reflects the light of the sun. The woon is
continually moving around the earth, and inso doing, comwes between tho
sun and tho carth once in svery revolution. The moon then turns her dark
Jialf to the earth and disappears,  After a day or two, a small part of her
enlightoued wido i3 scen trom the carth just aftor * now moon.” When
she has gone throvgh a quarter of her orbit, the moon shows one-half of
lier sun-lighted wide.  She is then at “first quarter,” or “ quadtatme.”
Moving v her course, moro und more of the lighted portion is seen from
tho earth cach night, lunn becoming *“gibbous” and finally the voint
exactly opposito the sun is 1eached termed “opposition” or * {ull moon.”
Still moving vround the earth, the light, which ha3 been increasing over
tho castern side, now gradually fales from uff tho westorn, the movn paraing

and rising hiter cach night, ot eatlier each moypiny she passen hor sccom
« quardratum” or ** la«t quarter,” growing lest and lees iu appearaucs eanl
morning, until she again dissppeara botweon the suu and the earth at * new
nwon.”  An ealipso of tho moon can ouly happen ab full monn,” nuc
then only when the moon is directly in lino with the earil’s shudow. L
the woon moved in exactly tha samn plano ss tho carth, (ss seon from the
«un) thero would bo an colipzo of the moon at overy lubar * opposition,” &
woll 08 an rolipse of tha aun at overy lunar * conjunction.” This docs not
happen, howover, in consequencs of tho woon's having considorable
« latituda” in her orbit; that she is goneally, whon at oppoesition or cou.
junction, ecither above ot below the oxact apot in apace ocoupied by sun ur
earth  Tho threo inner woous of Jupiter have vot sufiiciont latitudo to
oscape velipses or colipsing their primary at overy rovolution.
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COMMERCIAL.

Asu whols, the maukels have continued quiot, but it is probable ll_ml
now, us the holidayx are past memories, moro animativn will be speedily
devolopnd, aud wo can conlidently dopend upon at least a fair wintor's trado
boing accomnplished.

Paymonts are gonerally satisfactorily made here, but advices from the
weat indicato that matters are not in as good a state there. Ib appears, so
far as our information goes, that business mutters in Ontario aro in a vory
precatious state, Tho late disastrous failure of tho Contral Bank of Loudon,
Ont., has ruined hundreds, and it is oxpected that another bank in that
Provinco will koon bo compelled to closo its doors, Tho Trads Bullclin,
Montroal, rays :—* Regarding tho rumer of a western bank being in diffi-
culties and roforred to by us hist week, wo aro informed that a steady
withdrawal of Jdeposits s heen going on for some timo, and that it would
Do in the best interests of the sharcholders and dopositors to wind up the
concern now, instead of waiting until the inovitabls is forced upon it. It
has been in a lotloting condition for somo time past, and it is gonorally
bolioved that it cannot withstand the force of cirewmstances much longer.”
This is intoresting, chiefly in that it compols attention to tho siato of our
curtency. Dank after bank fuils, and its notes at onco degonorate into moro
paper, which may or ay not bo redeemed at @ heavy dixcount in Lhe dim
and distant future. Usually tho bulk of the notes in circulstion of a broken
bank is held by tho poorer classes, who live * from hand to mouth,” and
who, thereforo, cannot afford the luxury of having a bsok “slump in”
while they hold its notrs. When will the government wake up to its
reapongibilitics in this matter? We havo abundant reagon for belioying
that all the really solvent banks in Canada would hail with satisfaction a
measuro that wouid place their papor circulation upon a perfuctly safe basis,
and thus mako ic worth its face in tho markets of vho world. This roform is
80 necossary that it must bo wrought before long, snd it would be wore
creditable to Canada for the govornment to gracefully yield the concession
demanded, thau for it to wait till it is forced from it. L

The following aro the Assignments and Business Changes in Lhis Pro-
vinco during tho past weok :—Angus Boyle, tailor, Mabou, nd‘mxttod Thos.
McQuarrio to portnorship, as Boyle & McQuarrio ; Thos. ¥. Fortuno, gonl.
slore, Victoria Mines, assigned to C. IL. Harrington ; Jas. J. Lawloy, genl.
gtore, Jacksonville, assigned to Robt, Jackeon.

Dny Goobs,—The spring importatious have bogun to como to hand, and
for tha noxt six or cight weeks importers will be busy in reseiving and sort-
ing goods. Travellors are now out with spring samples, but as they have
not aenerally roported, the tone of tho matket i quict. Tho prevailing dia-
poxition is tc rogard the future withicauticn ; but it is hoped that as the
season advances tho spring trads will develop at Jeast fair activity.

Inoy, Hanrpware aNp MeTats —A firm foeling as rogards prices pro-
vails throughout the iron and hardware markets and figures szo in every casn
woll sustained, while a vory fair business for the season is doing. Warrants
aro cabled at 43s. 6d., and No.3 iron nt Middleaborough at 33s. The
metal markets havo been well sustuined at the high lovel of prices that hass
been reached, but Iasko copper in New York has oxporionced a slight
decline, Howover, London cables coutinue to bo firm. Lato cables are :—
Spot tin £167 ; G 0. B, Chili bars £85 ; soft Euglish lead £16; do. Span-
13h do. £15 13s., best svlected copper £37.

BReapsTUFYS, —Business has beon very quict in this Lino, being confined
to supplying a merely moderate local dewand. Beerbobw's cablo ssys :—
“Cargoes off coxst—wheat finoer, corn steady ; cargozs on passage and for
prompt shipment—1wheat more enquired for, corn steady ; Californis wheat
roady for immediato shipment 35s. 3d., do. mearly duo 3ie. G6d. Liver-
pool wheat, spot, steadior, corn slow; wheat and flour in Paris s turn
castor, Liverpool mixed mazo 53, 021, Weather in Eogland milder)’ 1n
Chicago tho wheat market was unsottled aud less active. Fobruary was
stesdy at.78%c.; March has beon firmer, and moved up to 79}c., while May
has peen weak, dropping to Sifc. Corn was aizo weak, standing ot 48fe.
for Fobruary ; 49%c. for March, and 54{c. for May ; Uats have beon at 31ic.
for Fobruary, and 34-{c. for May.

Provieions.—Thero has boon but little enquiry for pork in the lueal
motket, and businoss has been quict, with steady prices. 1n Livorpool,
bacon ha» been stronger, and prices advanced 6d. to 39s. 6. to 12s. Pork
thoro was nuchanged at 663, 3d.; lard at 40s., and tallow at 233, 9d. In
thel Chicago provision markot the feeling has been casier, and pork declined
fully 9e.

Borren.—~There has boen a fair lecsl demand for buttor, espocially for
choico and fancy lots. A late Liverpool, 3. B., adviee gays :—* Only tho
finest fresh creamory 18 asked for, und this quality bong serree, commands
full prices, and 100s. to 112+ per owl. is quoted,  Second and lower grades

through similar phases during hier  decreaso” as during hor “ increas,”

are vifored at iz, to S, but thore are uo buyers al present. lvish is
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