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in her vongeicnco and tho reason there. If theso ohildren havo
been lod to consider the clothing of the body more than the
mind,—if ovory rosourco hias beyn strained for tho buying of
fino clothos,~1f idlo onvious and frotful gossip has beon tho
montal food of these children,—if thoy hnavo no mental rosourcos
in tho evemngs, whose fault is it ? That is a question whoso
answor may show why there are many houscs and fow homes.
-- M. IV, Egan in Ave Mavria.

THE CUATHOLIO CENTENARY.

_ With fitting grandour the most important group of events
in tho history of tho Romman Catholic Church in America
began in Baltimore last Sunday morning. It was the com.
muncement of a tripla colebration, the hundredth anniver.
sary- of tho appointinont of the first American Catholic bishop,
the inauguration of tho first Congress of Catholic laymon
liold in tho United States, and the dedication of the now
Nationnl University for Roman Cathohes. Fully 10,000
strangoers wero in Baltimore to witness the promiged speo.
tacles; four timca as many peopie, not counting loeal Cathio-
lics, as could possibly be accommodated in the cathodral
whero tho initial scenes wero to bo witnessed, o great was
the pressure for scats that persons who travelled from Cali.
fornin expressly to bo presont wero among those unablo tose-
oure admission.

Promptly at tho timo appointed the priests, seminariane,
and theological students were marshalled in Calvert hall.
Curious throngs wero already in the neighbouring stroots
tnking noto of tho decorations. The hall in whioh the
ﬁriosts assembled was olaborately decorated.  Above tho

oors wero the papal colours, yollow and white, and streteh.
ing upword to the eaves wero great stroamers of red, whito,
and blue. When gll wus ready, 600 clergy, walking two and
two, emerged, clad in white surplices and black cassocks and
borettas. Their fine-looking, strongly matked faces and un-
affectod boaring attracted general attoution-as they marohed
down tho streot & fow squares to the residence of Cardinal
{iibbons, unaccompanied: by mugic. One of the fuatures of
tho whole Sunday proceedings was the absenco or any band
Dplaying in the streots. At the doorwayof the Cardinal's
Aiouse, and lending up tho broad steps, with sabres and pol-
ished helmois glittoring in thoe bright morning sunlight, wore
two double lines of guards, Here again the papal eolours
and tho stars and stripes woro inferminglod.

In oll dircctions the streets seemed filled with pooplo, and
tho open windows of surrounding dwallings each had thoir
quota, Prosontly, while tho whito surpliced priests wore
opening ranks, a.mass of purplo enveloped figures svore soen
in the Onrdinsl'r doorwsy. It was the gnthcring of near}
-all tho bishops and archbishops in the United States, witﬁ'
representativas from Moxico, Cannda, England, and Rome it.
self. The prolates now cameo forth from the big portico in
pairs, and as cach two stepped into the street their coutly
robfs wero caught up by diminutive altar boys in waiting,
who then walked behind taking cave that thoe brilliant fabrics
were Lopt stainless for the ccromonies to come, Here and
thero among tha silkon purple vestments of the bishops could
bo -scen tho coarse brown or white garb of a boarded abbot.
Through the long lines of priests tho prolates tronded theiv
ivé:ia.u around the aquaro to the main entranco of tho
cathedral, tho roar of the procession being brought up by the
tall mscetio figuro of Arcbbishop Fochan, of Chicago, who
immedietoly procedod a golden vestured cross bearer, followed
by two spare, shight-looking men almosé hidden in dnrzling
scarlet. Thotwo men wore Cardinals Gibbons, of Baltimoro,
and Taschereau, of Qnobee. Eight acolytes wpheld ihoir
long vestments, avd surrcunding them wore thoir monsig:
i)iom with the papal delegates O'Connell and Satolli, of

omo.

Witlnn the cathodral ten ninutos later the seenoe was simp)
magmfioont. The pews throughout the charch \vo.—aorow«log
to the utmost with tho lasty. fn striking contrast with tho
dark-olothied aggregation thus formed, were tho aisles, cortro
and front and sides, packed with tho snowy surpliced priests.
Agadst both laity and priests shona the serried purple ranks
of prelatos insido the sanctuary. On cither sido was tho dala
for the Curdinals, At the high altar stood the mitred colo-

brant of tho Mass, Archbishop Willinms, of Boston, and over
all was tho groat whito nnd gold domo of the cathedral. A
dreamy largu lulled tho ear, while tho oye was delighted with
tho mrrind candles shining ous on tho altar from among thoe
rostful groon loaves and whito blossoms of lillies, Now was
honrd o Grogorian ¢ asperges” sung by perfectly attuncd malo
voicos, and vho Mnss proper began with the chanting of tho
¥ Kyrio,” A subduod roverontinl feoling was manifest
throughoutl tho ohurch as the coromoninl preceded in majostio
boauty, The offest was hoightoncd momentarily bythe wave-
liko genuftoctions in the pows, and at cach pronouncement by
tho cheir of the name of Jerus, berattas wore doffed in unison
from the cordinals and archbishops in tho sanctuary to the
studonts in tho farthest vestibule.

At tho conseorstion of tho Host tho Cordinals advanced
from tho sidos with tho monsignors, and bowing low, knelt
ut the pree deux, facing the altar. Back of them was a row
of richly arrayed acolytes, bearing lighted bronze torches.
Tho offoot at this moment was nobls, As the saored Host
was hold high aloft by the celebrant, amid the deopost silence
all through tho cathedral, every hoad bont low in prayer, the
tinklo of o tiny boll av-the altar broke tha spell. With each
movement of tho priest for a moment or two the little bell
sounded, and cach time at the ‘nstant wag heard outside the
church the heavy intonation of the cathedral chimes. As
Cardinal Gibbong rotired to his dajs the reportets in the im-
provised press gallery noticed for the first time, not six feot
awny from him, in the sanctuary, among theabbotsand other
spocinl dignitaries, the.black face of Father Tolton, of
Olicago, tho firat coloured Catholio priest ordained in Am-

erioa,

Probably the most important part of the Mass next.to the
conggorution was the conferring of the papalblessing. The
vanorablo Aachbishiop at the altar scomed to feel it a doubly
golemn moment. when, turning to the congregation, ho paused
for nn ingtdnt, then, while the people in the churoh bent low,
hio raised his hand and slowly made the sign of the cross.
Tho Maess onded with a special intercession for the Pope,
ohinnted by all the olergy.

The first oration of the centenary followed. It was de-
livored by Archbishop Ryan, of Philadelphin, whose fine
presonco and magnetic eloquence, in spite- of the long cere-
monial preceding, held his hearers for another hour and a half.
Tho patriotio spirit of the Archbishop's address, and his
tributo to Miss Drexel, who is to devote her life-to the wel-
fary of tho ooloured geople and Indians, scemed to awaken
genoral enthusizgm : but the most telling effeot was aroused
whon o vindicated the right of Catholic editors, if need be,
to freoly comment on the failings of the clergy.

A ringing Z's Deum by the choir and orchestra brought the
momorable sorvice to a close.

THE OPENING OF THE CONGRESS.

Baunivone, Nov, 11.—Daniel Dougherty, in his speech to-
dny opening tho Catholio congress, said: **Catholics have
silontly submitted to wrongs and injustices in manifold shapes,
sud from time immemorial awsy back in colonial years,
Catholics suffered tho -direst cruelties. The only religius
martyra who over stained our fair land with life blood were
Roman Catholics, Spurned with suspicion, disfranchised,
porecouted for opinion’s sake, hunted as criminals and punish-
ed with death by infamous laws, we have fromn time to time
boen slandered, vilified and maligned oven in the Congress
of the United States, The time bas come when we, the
Romun Catholic lsity of the United States, can vindicate
ourselves, not by harsh woxds, heated retorts, nor defiant
threats, but calmly, yet firmly. We are pro-eminently
Amoricans. But for us thero would bo no Ametrica, the
continont would bo'to-day unknown had 1t not been for Roman
Catholies and the Roman Catholic Church. That liberty
which i8 tho essonco of sll liborty—freedom to worship Ged
~twas firgt ostablished 1 America by Roman Catholics and
Romnn Catholicsalona. Among thesignors of the Doclaration
of Independenco the name of Archbishop -Carroll is forever
linked with Bonjamin Frankhn. Marvelous as has been the
growth of population, Catholics bava cutstripped all, From:
40,000 they havo become 10,000,000, from & despised people




