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COME, LET US GIVE THANKS.

It is good te give thanics. It makes men fool riclier,
and happier, and braver to find dit thîoy liave many
renSons for gratitude. And thiç is what they do ind
when thry consider God's denlings %ýiIh them. For the
good we have received, for the ilks we hiave escaped, for
the righît things %ve liave donc, fer the wrong things wve
have itot donc, mvc are thankful ; for lb is the Lord wvho
has led us, and love and wvîsdoni, goodness and mercy,
arc in ilislhand. Forgot net al 1-1lis ben efi ts, wlîo giveth
bounstifully, forgiveth clieerfuli), and upbraideth not at
ail.

The individual owes the first duty of îlîanks for in-
numerable gifts and mercies. For the good things that
minister to bodiîy hiealîli and comsfort; for ail the restful,
heipful, and instructive thouights brought to the mind;
for the checer whicli a firm faith imparts through ail
vicissitudes and oxperiences; for the sympathy and help,
and encour.agement of unselfish friendship; for the
thousand and one benciceait influences which make for
a lité of riglhteousnss-all these totl:-h the springs of
gratitude whiich well up in praise and thanksgiving.

Then there is the Ilouselîold, wvith its in iate and
loving relationships. Morning anI evening the mercies
of God arc dveit upon. Whether its comiforts be few
or many, it i,. a home, and a homo is the dearest and
mest lieavenly thing on earth. It speaks ef a father's
providence, a niother's tender ministries, and the delight.
fui society of innocent children. Is the circle stili comi-
plete ? Let the heart overflow with praise te God 15
somne one missing ? T1hen the beautifuli sympaîlay of
thosew~ho remain is abaîni. Cares and trials and afflic-
tions we canot escape-but we bear them botter in
homes %% liere hearts are drawn together in love, and
where the spirit of Christ prevails.

Love of country is next te love of God, and me hiave
a country worthy, our doepost love. No faireror richer
lies bconeatli tho sun,. and with ail the frailties of man il
is governed se that there is the minimum of oppression
wvith the maximum of liberty and opportunity. \Ve are
rit pence. WVc are coming more and more te hate and
fear %var.

Finally, meo have the Cliurch. Not more sacred than
the household, net more necessary than tuie State, net
altogether perfect nor fully united, it is yet a precious
ai grnclous institution. It is bathi divine and human;
divine in ils aim and spirit, human in ils character and
comiposition. 1 ts doors are ever open, and ail are wel-
corne to ils altars. Its ministries are broad as human
ileeds; itls influences pure and unselish. Whatever is
good il inculcates, wliatever is lielpful il approves, tvhat-
ever is truc it conirms, and %vhatover is lîumane it pro-
motos. Failli in God, hope o! a glorious inimortality,
right living and triumphant dying are the privileges it
declares te aIl. 'l'le Chiurch is of God's founding, and
no ollier institution so fully illustrates J-lis beneficence.
As men and %'onien slîall gather in their sanctuarios te
give thanks for thîe blessings of theo yoar, thcy cannot be
unmindful of whiat the Church lias donc for thein and is
closng for the %vorld. Its, Psalnis and hymns inspire lune
fuI herats, its organ harmonies smooth rufled spirits, its
prayers lift up the timid and dishIeartencd, ils sermons
open the wvay before theo porplexed, ils fellowship gives
courage and direction te faltering steps, and ils sympathy
is incxpressibly sweet te the atflcted and sorrowful.

The State couîd not bo misait il ks without theo homo,
the homne could not be wliat ib is without the Chnrch.
The magnitude of God's mercy is sliown in previding
these institutions fer our cointert and happiiioss. IVe
have failed 1 Iani often and at many poi.nts, but Ho hans
nover failed u4.

DIras the Lord (i ry suî
And forges, nlt &Il 11,. benc-fi',
Who ftir zvet«.. &Ii de mn"quilles;
WVho heaIeth ait thy diseué -.~

Whn re-Jereth thy lite (rùm dratrurtiena
NNho clewnett, thet- %vith lot-mg kindorsa and tender mercies,
WVhn ,ataiitth thy ntouth with geod thingt
.,a that tby youttî àa reacwd liko t eage.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF MINISTERING.

Service is a badge eft Ciri.stian disciphcship, and only
tlîoýe who 'vear that badge can coma. mbt a full appre-
ciation of te ricline., atid cornpleteces-, ef thie coînpen.
,sations tat accrue te tîtose w~hîe dny tluauiselves, tako

up tileir cross, and followv the divine Lord. In mian y ways
the wvnrk of ministoring was dignified and magni fied by
j osus. %Vhocn certain of 1-is disciples iworccarried away
wvitIî an inordinate ambition to sit, one on His right
hand and the other on 1-is lefk hand, in I-is glory, He
not only administcrcd a descrved rebuke to them, but
made it cîcar that greatness in tuie kingdom of God is
depondent upon the principle of service - not the formai
service dernanded in the exorcise oi religious duties,
but rather tnie larger service dernandcd by the need of

=uaiy and springn out of the intense love mani-
fctd yJesus for mnankind, and instilled by .'*m into

the hearts and minds of M-is followcrs. Wheti. there-
fore, H-e said, 11Vlîosoever will be great among you,
shall be your minister ; and whosoever of y ou wvilI be the
clîiefest, shall be servant of aIl (for even the Son of man
came flot to bc miistered unto, but te minister, and to
give His life a ransom for many)," II-He not only rebuked
His thoughtless disciples, but set 1lis seal of approval,
upon and glorified the service rendcred by even His
humblest follower.

A deed of loving kindness sends out its beneficent
influence in at Ieast three directions. It blesses the
docr, it blesses the recipient, and it is wvell-pleasing in
the eyes of the Mlaster. In LowelI's vision of Sir
Launfal, the leper, transformed into the Christ, says to
Sir Launfal in a "lvoice that wvas softer tlîan silence,"

"L lb Le i. Io not afraid 1
In mmsny chimea, without atail,
Thou has spent thy liftu for tho loly Grail
liehold, il, sa here,-tha cup whicb thou
Did'at f111 et the streamlet for Mo now;
This crust in Mly body broicci for Lhce,
This water lis blood that died on thc trcc;
The Uoly Supper in kept, indeed,
In whatao wo aliarc wlth anothcr's need;
Not what wo gavP, but %vhat wo share,
Fùr tho gift, mithout the giver is 1,aro;
W'ho eives himscif with bis aime Iele three,
Ilimsoif, hlis huugcring ncighibor, and p.

The wvorld is rich in people wvho arc niaking its waste
and desert places te blossomn as the rose through the
blcsscdness of their quiet ministering. Net much is
said of their gracious labors, because they are performed
wiîlîout ostentation, or desire for public recognition ot
any kind. The satisfaction that cornes from doing good
and the consciousness tîxat their labors cf love meet the
approval of their Lord is ail the reward they dcs!'-e for
their devotion to the needs of others. It was no desire
for public praiso that loti the wifc of a niinister in New
York te take a sick child from a poor family, mbt lier
owvn home, and nurse it through an illness which proved
contagious, resulting from a malignant disease with
which the noble wvoman is nowv horseîf prostrated. Nor
wvas it any other than lier love for lier Saviour and for
humanity that recently induced a good woman of anothier
church to separate hersoîf for three weeks from the
duties and comforts of her owvn home to serve as nurse
for a poor stricken womnan in the neighborhood, who hiad
no special dlaim upon lier.

A great many similar instances might be cited ef the
sincere devoticr of mon and woven to the needs of thoir
fellows, ivhoro there is ne other impelling motive than
that arising :rom the love they bear to Hiim who Il<came
net to be ministerod unto, bt to minister." The reflex
action of such ministoring is o'ne of greatest compensa-
tions. No one can do a good deed without reaping
some substantial boncit therefrom. To alleviate the
suffering, to assuage the sorrowing, to encourage the
disheartened, to share the burden ef the ovcrburdened,1
to relieve the distrossed, to nurse the sick, te counsel
tho wayward, to synipathize with the tempted, te amelio-
rate the condition of the peor-to minister te God's
needy ories in anyw~ay, is to accomplish in some measure
the wvork performed by Hlm who %vent about doing gond,
and who, in comforting His diciples ýhortly before He
wvas offéred up as «la ransom for man)," uttered these
prophetic mords: Il le that befleveth on hie ' he works
that I do shaîl he do alse ; and greater works than these
shall lie do; because 1 go unte 1\y Fathreo'

On every hand there are opportunities to perform
doeds of loving-kindniees. Thcre is nover any dreught
in thils field. It is alwayz inviting. Hore indced the
harvest is always plenteous, and te laborers mn il are
ton few. If ail thosewho namne the narne et jesus wero
to imitatteMis holy example towvard those who needed
His synîpathy and love, what a racious and wide-
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