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What May Hclp the Reviving of the Church.
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A Tthie outset let this be admitted, that the Church
Tas organized by Christ, with its pastor, and

eiders, and confessors of Christ before men, and the
Word of God in its hand, and the Spirit of God indwei-
hug inaias heurt, is equipped for tlic work to wvhicl it is
calicd in tlic vorld. It necds no more to fit it for
service. Its furnishing is comîplote. Ail that is now
required is that it should carry into effcct the WVitt of
the Lord, moving as one entire iole in the path of
duty, and suffered nothing to hoid it back. \Vere it
doing this. it %vould gain as it wvent on. a grcatly accel-
crated monientum, tîli it carried everything before it.
Baut not doing this, it slows up tilt a stands stili, and
becomes as dangerous as a derclict upon the high seas.
A dead, lifeless Church is a deceptive, and therefore a
destructive agency. It professes to be going heaven-
ward, wien it -s not; ta be doing the WVitt oi Christ,
wvien at is flot; to bc ia a state of grace, whlen it is flot;
ta bc saved. wvhen that is far from clear to any eye
of mari.

It wili bc readily adînitted that it is wvith souis as it
is with bodies, they inay bc alive wvhile they seeni to bc
uttcriy lielcss. Tliey have within themn a vital spark
wvhie that gives no visible manifestation. Their life
runs salow tlîat iLis not discernible aslfe at ail. Thcy
need rcviving ta take even a respectable position among
the moral forces of the land. And let us never forget,
that they ought ta be mighty spiritual forces. And the
congregations af which tlîey arc comnponent parts.
grander and ini.hter forces stili. But wvhat may coré-
tribute ta this enid? Many things ! it %vas found in
the tîie af Rubert M. McCheyne that the reading of
the records of God's nianifested power, had a v'ery revi-
ving efTect. ln the paper entitied, - Evidence on
Revivais," -vhich enmbodies the answcr given ta the
querles sent dowri by the Presbytery of Aberdeen ta the
Session of bt. Peter s, Dundee, 'McCheyne says -* In ad-
dition ta the services of the Sabbath, in the suilmer of
1837 a meeting wvas apened in the Church, on Thursday
evenings for prayer, expustion of the Scriptures, rcad-
ing accounts of Missions, Revivals ai Religion etc.
.Sabbath Sclîools wecre formied, prayer meetings 'wcre
encaîîraged and two weely classes for young men and
women were instituted wvitli a very large attendance.
These nicans wvere accompanied with an evident blessing
from on lîigh in many instances."

The account ofi" Revivals of Religion " that lie
cheifly read was Robes "lNarrative ai the Revival ai
Religion at Kilsyth. Caînbuslang and ather places in
174S." la Ulster in 1859 the same courçecwas pursued.
This is froîn Gihson's « 1 ear of Grace " IL is wvorthy
oi notice that the Revival af Religion, and the reasori-
ableness of expecting suchi a dispensation, were not
unirequently dvclt on in the stated ministrations of the
Sanctuary. 'Extracts wvere read from the existing
memorials of the wvork ai God ia W'ales, under Daniel
Rowland - ini Anierica, under Jonathan Edwards and
Tennants: and in Scotland. under the many eminent
nuinisters who werc similarly haanorcd in othcr wvays.
Vlie idea of a great revival accordingly took hold af
many in the congregation, and many prayers wvere
offcred in public and in prîvaie that it îîiiglit bc rcalized
in its v'itality aad powver.Y

The preparation effected in titis wv lifts up the
mind ta expcct great things irom God, in that ft dis-
covers wvlat lias been donc in days glane hy. How
much now is therc ta read in this line ? Tiiere are,
President Edwards "lNarrative of Surprising Conver-
sions- and "Thoughts an te Revival in Newv England,
i-,o." and "The distiiiguislîînz marks ai a 'vork ai tic
Spirit oi God.' Rev. lames IRabe's Narrativc ai the
lZc% val of Religion at *Vilsytli. Camibuslang and cther
places in 174-?. R cv. Wm. Gibson s l'Year ai Grace."
-A hîstorv ot the UAster Revival ai ibic9. '-Revival

and Reviv-al WVark " by Rev. Johin 74cPherson. ând

the lives of Whitfield, Finney, Tennant, and Nettieton.
These wvill add fuel ta the fire of evangelical fervour.

Ait these wvill suggest niany nîcans that inay be emi-
ployed ta awaken desire. Sucli as, extra efforts on the
part oi God's people. Tiîeir arousing tlîemselves ta
self. exaniia atian, ta prayer, ta labor. Tu7le wanderful
erman ai Livingstone ut tic Kirk of Sîtoîts wvich wvas

blessed ta five huîidred souls tiîat day, wvas nat reaiiy
the sermion lie prenieditated, but wviat wvas suggested
by tlie oncoming slîower of raiîî, giveri ta lîim of God
in answver ta tlie prayer afiftie cornpany af belicving
sotis tiîat lîad pleaded wvitii God the 'vhole ai the pre-
eeding niglit. Tlîey took Iîold ai God and H-e could
not deny Himseii. Prayer always precedes revival.
1It is wlien Zion travailetli that sie brings forth clîildren.
God's Spirit nmoves men ta coacern, and ta the diligent
uise af means. Tiien, the people of God wvill be glad ta
liear tidiags ai biessing elsewlicre. Indeed, newvs ai
god beiag done eisewliere stimulates men ta thouglit
deep, real, earnest tliouglit. And %vithout tlîouglit
nathing cati bc donc. Tue touching cry ai God is "My
people doth flot consider." And His repeated appeal
is, IlCotisider yaur wvays.- To shake the mnds of nien
loase froni tlîeir Iîeedlessness apd indifférence is ta do
mudi in thew~ayoaipreparation. ra calthem ta repen-
tance is ta do more; ta inspire tiîem wvith desire and
langing is ta accamiplisli even mare; and ta be instru-
mental f n kzeeping thein intensely active. is by the grace
ai Gad ta da aîost ai ail.

Tliere are three books tlîat may contribute largely
ta tlîis result, if tliey be used prayerfully wvitlî true
desire ta embody dicir teaching. The first is the Newv
Testanment, especially tliese twa parts af it; the four
Gospels, and the Acts ai tlie Aposties. The second is
"lTue Reformed Pastar; or the Duty of Plersonal
Labors for the souls af men" by the Rev. Richard
Bctxter. Thisis aspiritual Leydenjar, touch it and you
get a sliock that arouses you to look at things differ-
ently. It is also an E schol vine filledwith fruit for the
anc who wvill pluck, it. Here are a fcw, sentences; " If
ye be iadecd Clîristians, the glory of God %%ili be dearer
ta you than Your lives." -"1None but the converted do
maýke God their chief end." Il Beleive iL, brethren,
God is no respectar of persons ; he caveth not men for
their coats or callings ; a iîoîy calling wvill not save an
unhlîoy man." " He miust not bc a bribe in knowledge
that wvill teacli men ail those mysterioius things wvhich
are tn bc kaown in order ta salvation." God can ren-
der useful His own ordinances, otlîerwise He would
neyer have appoiatcd them." I have abserved that
God scldomn blesseth amy man's work so rnuch as bis
wvhose hecart is set upon the success of it."

"lA sleepy preacher wviit hardly awaken drowsy
sinners"- I sec a disputing zeal is mt-re naturai
than a hnly, obedient, practising zeal " "lGod wvill
bless His aown ordinances La do good, or eisc He wvould
flot have appointed them." 'Every Cliristianis obligcd
to do ait he cari for the salvation af sinners, but evcry
minister is doubly obliged, because lie is scparated ta
die Gospel af Christ, and is ta give up himsehf wholly
ta that wvork." This book is a tonic, just wvhat our lax
Limes need.

TUle third book is anc conccived in the Spirit af
B.txtcr's Refarnicd Pastor, viz -"An earriest niiist;y
the wvart of tUe Times " by John Ange] jamnes of B3ir-
mingham, En-laad. MIl wvho rcad it ivill bc greatly
helped ta realize tUe mamientous issues that depcnd on
thcir being in daovnriglit earncst in their life for God.
We are tao slack and baose jointed ini aur religiaus
character. A little of the steel that stiffened LUe bancs
ai-aur forefathers wvould mot came amiss La us. Hence

sound, doctrinal prcaching is always a prinme means af
revival. Prcaching that is nat afraid ai touchiag the
questions of sin, sacrifice, 'heaven, hell-that deals
icarlcssly with m.in':s total failure and God's comiplete
remedy-that irisists strongly on the grace af God.
He humbles mari who exalts God, and in mian's huîm-
liation lies aIl bis hope of being savcd, for then God
crin lift hini up.
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