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iiiis year ta keep the fund tip to the mark. It is usi
lcss ta say if every ane gave it wvauld require but littlq
there are many %vho do not give-tien dIo yoti giv'e %vii-
you can and you %vill rcap a richi reward.

The Late Premier.
The past wveek will be remcmbcrcd in the annals

of the country by the tragic, unexpectedt death
Canada's able premier, Sir John Thompsoi.. Til
country wvas not prepared for the shack and althoughi
fev intimate friends kniev that his hieail wvas iii
precariaus state even they did flot suppose the end to b
so near. I-is mission to Europe %vas two-fold, publi
business in London and including taking the oath as
anember of the Privy Council, and a visit to Plaris t,
consult eminent physicians. The rest of the consul
taLion wvas flot cheering and lie wvas liastening back ti
Canada for complete rest. lie hiad just been sworn ii
to the Privy Couincil and had sat dlown to luncheon a
Windsor Castie when hie wvas cut clowna.

His death remnoves one of thc ablest nien %vlo evei
held higli office in Canada, from the scene. His careei
wvas a striking illustration of menit succeeding againsi
difficulties. He had fev carly advantages to begin wvitli
except good habits, metbod,tunfailing industry and grea,
powers of application-certainly most uscital endov-
ments, but within the reach of the average young man
-but deceased-used them wvell. What lie had to do lie
did honestly, thorougbly, and to the utmost of bis ability.
Consequently he grewv in experience and becanie useful.
He mounted the ladder step by step in public lufe, from
being an alderman of Halifax ta a seat in the legisiature,
to be leader of his party, to be a distinguisbed advocatc
and judge and flnally to be prime nîinister. There as
certainly a lesson ta be learncd from bis carcer. Witb
the wisdom or otberwise of bis general policy as prime
nîinister a religious journal bas little ta do, but even
bis. opponents aovn ta Ilis ability, his statesmanship,
brcadth of vicw, and creditable persûtaal record. His
force of character was mucli feit and bis pcrsonality
wvas the powcr whicbi gave the public confidence ta the
administration of whicb lie wvas the head. he loss of
such a mati vill be great. No maLter wbat party loses
an able man, the loss is thc counitry's and that of Sir
Johin Thompson ivill bie feIt ail the more that there are
not many men of autstanding ability now at the bead
of affairs.

Hymnal Tunes.
*T 'le Tunes Conimittee annauince that they wvill bie

pleaised taconsiderthiesuggestions wvici"«Presbyterian'
furnishes in bis letter whicli appeared in our last issue.
In answer ta the in.vitation that appcared in tic PRES-
BYTERIAN REV'îEw Rev. Alex. Mc'i\illan Secretary af the
Tunes Sub Committce receivcd suggestions froni such
remote points as Halifax and Vancouver and these wvcre
carcfuily cansidercd in going aver the first part af the
Hynînal portion of the newv ]ook, of Praise . Mnr.
McMiilIan and cther menîbers are in comnmunication
wvith conducting of Psalmody, and aIl suggestions that
reach tthe Committee before it nileets on 28th of next
month, ta review the remainder af the hynîns and thc
selections from the Psalms 'vilI bc wvelcomced «and used
by the Commitce. Mlany af the old standard long,
short and common mectte Lunes wvill appear in the ncw
Hymnal portion, andtwhcre it cari be donc the original
harmonies restored. Thé Tunes Committce represents

the city, towvn ancl country congregations ; the wants
of the ordinary congregatians are Ice1 t steadily iii view

it and the synîpatheffic co-operation af aIl intcrested is
dcsircd. It will be tlîts scen that te Conimiittee is
accessible ta ail intcrestcd anîd if advantage bie no!
promptly taken af this open attitude no aiten blarne

)f vill attach te te Cammittec.
ýe Foreign Missions.

a Christrnas lias corne and iII a few days wve shahl aIl
a be reviceving the yean. In F-oreagat MNission vonk there
e lias becai steady pragress, natwithistanding the tinusuial
c amount, ai interruption tbroughi sickness and the Easten
a wvar. But the state of the funds is naL hopeful a cl that
D is flot a pleasant reflectiou at this season wvbicb renîinds

us of His Advent, %vlio by sadoing became poor tat %.e
Jmiglit be ricli. It is hioweven cncouraging ta find that

there is prevalent a feeling af humiliation uind distrcss
t an account of this state af affairs. The ladies ai the

W. F. 1\.S. have set apant a special season for prayer in
r bebiaîf of Uic gcieral wvak-not thieir own departnient

an particular. Our bonored missionany Rcv. J. Frazer
Smitli, M. D. nowv at home on account ai sickiness, lias
issued a very appropriate circulan letten , especially

*addressed ta the ministers af tie Chunch, asking' that a
few minutes at noon af eacb of the first eigbit clays of
the - ear be set apant for wvaiting on tic Lard that con-
gregatians may bce moved in the ligbit af ilal. iv : 8-12.
Ile also clearly indicates the possibihities of the pninciple
of giving atenth were adopted. Surely very.-many %vil]
be found ready ta co-operate in this cry for lelp, tal-Iim
wvblovestbe workat homeand abroid nmore than we even
can, and who bias commandcd us ta pray the Lard of
the Harvest that He 'vould scnd forth laboners inta the
harvest. 1MIay wve in ansver ta prayern îot onîy main tain,
but cxtcnd by sendling out ail candidates whose hearts
have been maved ta offen thecmsclves for the foreign
field.

Systemnatic Giving.
The pressure ai bard tinies lias brouglit the qîuestionî

af Churcb finances prarnincntly iitt the page-% of reli-
giaus papers; and before Presbyteries and cunferences,
on the other side af the line. The New York Observer
couîrains the tallaowing practical parag rai b) Ileleil A.
Hawley, worth repraducing *-To be traiaîed ii ttic duly
and privilege af giving is a nlecd of the Stinday-school
scbolar. The ave .rage child lias little idea af money,
exccpt as a mecans ai buying enjayinent. Let binui bie
trained ta find some enjoyment outbiide ai self.

A supenintendent devised Uie fallawing simple plaît
-- tit ecdi teacher should canvass bis class ta sec Ixaw
much Uice indiv'idxaal nieiebers could give cach weck ta
-;orne benevalent cause ; then that cachi class sîîould
picdge wveekly sa nîany five-cent contributions. For
instance, say a cîass hand twelve miembens ; of these, two
could.pledgc rive cents cacb, five cauld plcdgc twao cents
ecch, and the remaining five anc cent cach. XViîî the
reccbr's five cents acdcd, there %vould lic six fh-c ccnt
plcdges fram his class for cvcry Suaîday. No anc but
thc teacherw~as ta kno%% -,dîa gave ive cent.% and who
gVave anc cen t, a stout envelope beîng passe(] arauind ai
tbe close ai Lte lesson, tic contributions quaierîy slipped
in, and the whIole handcd ta the treasuner, who wvas
choscat from the class.

Tihis plan wvas adopted by the school, and worIkcd
admiralAy. Thc poorcst boy or girl feit as niuch pride


