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Tiuliv ANt'A. ]REPORT of the Rcgistrar-Gc:tcrail 0o1
Vital statisties of Itglatîd atd WVales for 1889 lias
rccently k-cen issucd. Assuining the increcase it popui-
lation to be iii the ratio show» by the last census, the
total for Englatîd and Wales for 1889 was 29),015,613,
an itîcreaseofiniore tlian thire tilliois sinice iSSi. The
total number Of birtits in 1889 was 885,944, Or 30.5 t0
each î,ooo of population atîd the lowest duriug the
past fifty ycar-. The ituttber of deaths regist±-red wvas
518,353, sltOwilig a percentage Of 17,9 per thousand of
the estitnated population. This is very nearly identi-
cal wvith the inortaity of 1SS8, whien the rate per 1,o00
was 17.8. Previous to MSi the: de-ath rate lind never
been so low as -,o per i,ooo, w~huie since that year it
bas invariably bec» belov that figure. 0f the above
deatbs 266,i02 were of ntales attd 252,251 of fetuales,
or 18.3 and 16.9 per i,000 of the: corrcsporidittg sex,
rcspectivcly. This shows a cotîsîderable decline frotu
the average record of the prctediig te» years for both
sexes. The iinteresting question is, will the death rate
continue to decrease as geiterai itntelligenice and scie»-
tific discoveries itîcrease ?

TUE STATU oip Iowa lias an organiration, with iera-
'bers in nearly ail parts of the State among business
mne», banded together for mutuai benefit ini credit
rating and collections anuong retailers. It is called the
State Business Men's Association. Thie. association
proposes to i-un the business of fire insurance hereafter
witbout the aid of either insurance capital or uinder-
writing brains The: scheme is very nice-ali untried
schemes are-and the association is to have a genierai
meeting in a few days at the State capital to put the
seheine in operation. The plan is for local boards 10
be fjrtned i the principal towns, -who shail pass upon
applications and adjust losses, the numerous agents of
the association to solicit business gratis in connection
mith their regular w'ork.- Assessmeuts art to be col-
lected and held by te loca boards for the payntent of
losses. The: association proposes t0 give the use of ils
machinery gratis for the incidentai bo-nefit it expccts to
receive, and so, pTactically, the: expense clerrient will
be eliminated. As about one " business man " in a
buudred thousand or so lknows .'nything about fi-e
hazard or the proper basis of adj ustutents, and as nie»
are not prone to %vork for nothing for the beiiefit of
soniebody else. this socialistic insurance sclheme is fore-
ordained to corne to, early grief.

OuaR SA-4 «PitA-cîsco contemoorary, the Coast
Revîew, is authority for the staternent, that a British
Columbia agent of a United States lire insurn.ce corn-
pany bas written to the Sa» Francisco generai agent of
the company, that the land comtnissioner of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Co. bas stated that, ",as the lines
of insurance carried by the clients of tite company fal
due, they shall be renewed in English or Canadian
companies only." The Coast Rcvziew supposes, cor-
rectly perhaps, thiat the "clients" referred to are the
purchasers of land from the raiiway company, who
secure a part of the purchase money by mortgage on
thie land and insurance on the buildings, etc. Now, all

this rends vcry strattgcly, aud looks as though our cou-
teîttporary 130<1 bct nîiisitiforitied We pass over lth,
pe-culiarit3' of tht: allcged action 10 call atteuition to the
sontewhiat niotoriouis fact, that tite Caitadiiti Pacifie lias
beeti1 fainos for m~actly an Opposite course. I libas
show» so îuarked a partiality for Britishu aîtd Caniadiait
companies, that itlibas for sorte time placed ail its insur-
ance iti Anierican compaîties, and sonie of titeni nult
authorized to do business iti Canada at ail 1 Titat cer.
taittly does ttot look as if the: mtanagers of the railwav
-%vere speeîally solicitous for the weifhre o! homte ilîsti-
tutioîts, or cvz.n thesattctity o! law, which has beet the
protiector of ils vast intercsts, inasnucl as they art
wiliiîg to patrolie even the law-breakers frotu over
tic border. WNe think oui- contenîporary xuust have
been »îiisîîtforraed.

WALKERTON ERD FR011.

In oitr issue for Januiary i wc took occasion to refer
to and briefly comment upoîî a widciy publîshed report
of a cortuuîit', e of the %Valkertotx Board of Trade, wii
besides being iii the nature of an attack on the fire
inisurance companies for excessive premium charges,
proposed a plan for coustituting Walkerton in its cor-
porate capacity the insurci- of ils owr. property. Our
remarlcs seetu to have stirrcd up the: insurante cont-
inittee of teabove nanxed Board o! Trade. Tht resuit
is a iengthy communication f-oui the cornmittee, which
we prixît in another column. Nothing could serve to
better illustrate tht erroneous ideas and poverty of
information possessed by the average enthusiastic
",reformer " of the great business of insurance than tbis
conmmunication. Written iu a dashing style il is very
readable, and alsovery nîisleading, as we sitail procced
to sh",w.

Stripped of ils ai-y rhetoric aîtd "smnart " phrases,
tht communication may be deait with under two heads,
viz. : xisrepreseîttation and faiiacy. In the: tiist place,
the writer of the: communication undertakzes to refute
Oui- former statenient, viz. : that tothe $56,6io,852 paid
for fire losses iu Canada during tht past 21 years inust
be added 30 per cent. at ieast of the $80,002,000 collect-
cd in preiniutus, in order to, forni a correct conclusion
as to profit or otherwise of tht business. Thie inethod
of refutation pursued is not original, but it is higltly
convenient. It consists in simply de:nying oui- statc-
ment, aîîd titat notwithstandirig tht writer says:
" Wt have no means at present of ascertaining the
exact proportion of general expenses to income for the
21 years." Ht dots, however. quote fi-ou the Insur-
ance Superintendent's reports for tivo years, 1888 and
1889, to prove that t expense percentage WaS 26.22 in
1888 and 27.30 li 184g How wcii quaiifitd oui- crit;c
jS to give us a lt!ýsot iii insurance statistics will ap->e,.i
when wve state that tht quotations paraded for 'Dot
years were from tht experience of tu Canadian
branches o! the Btitist comjpanics only ! Not ouIytitis.
but on pages imnuediately foilowing (froni XII to
XVII), in the i88g report, tht generai expenses as well
as losses and prtmiums of both the Anierican and
Canadian companies ame given, covering a peried o! 15
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