IN KOTA 8COTIA, XEW BRUNSWICK AXD ADIOIXING PROVINCIES.

Y'e4, there are some here, doubtless, who ean
jemember the time when if a woman had
etepped out to do good hevond the cirele of
ber own fumily or her immediae dependents
she was thought hardly to atone by the ex-
tent of her beneficence for the boldnes and
impropriety of her conduct —the time when
many women eituer frittered away their lives
in childish pleasures. or at best sat widh fold-
ed hands, tied up and shut up by the prim
decencies of a conventional respectability
trom usefulness, trem charity, and, 1 had al-
most smd, from Chri-tianity.  'Then, if a
woman had been told that she did not use
bier talent, she might have replied with rea-
son that no one had ever to.d her she had a
talent to use.  Bug, thank God, the buaried
talent is crought to light, and the fetters
which the world at first had forged are now
broken through. 1Is it not far hetter to see
women doing good in their generationnnt in
the place of men. but in their owa place
which they al.ne can fill. than to see them
merely useless dojis, or mechanical puppets ?
1x it not far better to see them coming into
the foremost place when poverty, and sick-
riess, and distress. ay, and whea vice itself
needs the teader hand and the loving heart
{0 soothe and too restore —to see them break-
ing through the prejudices of sex. and claim-
iog their place ax the comforters both of souls
sid of bodies —10 see them spreading the
benificent poweyp of medicine, the most sa-
cred of human scienees, or banding thend-
welves togetier in their holy sisterhoods,
rightly named, of merey and of charity—to
see them thue teading the sick and dying.and
recluiming the erring and the outcast, than
10 8ve ti em petted and p rmpered as the mere
§uxuries and ornaments of society, and con-
{emptuously complimented with thewr very
inability to do all thwe things which alone
van make their lives an acceptable service to
the Lord Jesus Christ?

But, one« more. it is not oniy to be re-
membered that we all have a talent, but
often and often it needs to be called tw mind,
ihat the same mun may have talents dif-
fering in am-unt at different periods of the
mame life  God may either diminish the five
talents to one or he may increase the ane to
iive.  Ngw, if He increases it, of cougke, the
recipient is bound to show a proportionate
tucrease to hix Master ; but if it be dtminish-
od let us not think that beeause our, oppor-
tunities of doing good may be smaller. than
they were, we are just fied in ceasing to do
good ar all. It often happens that a wan
loses as lifa gocs on, in God’s diypensation,
some portion of the gift of wealth, or heat h
or v.gour of mind that was once c¢rmmitted
him; and then if ever the tempation is
trong upon him to become an unprofitable
servant, he must remember thit God may be
served with the smaller talent as well as
with the greater. * They ton may serve who
wiy stund and wait”’  How difficlt, but
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! how necessary, for many to learn that they
! must endeavour to b useful and to do good
, by their eounsel, if they cannot any longer
- Ry their active personal wark, by thefr ald,
. if they cannot any longer by their lurge aud
tliberal contribution—tnus to do good even
"when their opportunities of doi g it are
;smnller than they were, How dilficult, but
vet how noble an how Cliristain-like, to see
a man still as profitable a servant with the
one talent as he was with the five; n-t wast-
, ing the remnant of his days in the idlencas
of perpetual complain's, or the bitterness of
| disappointed expectations, but turning te
; good aceount a position Lewer and humbler
! than that which he oncz occupied, or which
! he once hop-d to attain, to see him still pres-
. sing on, not abiting one jot of heart or hpe,
: but holding on the golden road of faith and
I'love, true, and patient, and steadfast unto
' the end,

Lastly, my brethren, if it be true that the
Heavenly Master hiog committed to each ons
of us a talent, let us remember that thoae
talents are given to us, not t» boast of but
to use.  As St. Paul has said of the greates:
of all gifis, the gift of the gospel :—~ What
hadst thou that thou didst not receive? Now
if thoa didst receive it, why dost thou glory
as if thou hadst not received it?”  So may
we say at ail nther and inferior gifts : ~*Whe
dost thou hoast?  Wav art thon birth-proud
or puge-proud, or proud of your Inellect,or
proud of your independence and your liberty *
\Why dost thou hoastfully compure what thou
hast with what others have, as chil(!x‘e’u boasy
each that his own toy is bigges, or brighter,
or noisier than the others?” Theve things
were given to you not for to show,hut t) use.
* The maifestation of the Spirit is given to,
every man to profft wirhal,” not to feed con-
ceit, or to pamper vanity; and remembez
that all these gifts may not only be possessed
n lavish measure, but they may be even used
to the admiration of the world, and yer in
the sight of the giver they may on'y have
been abused, beeause they have lwehed tha
which alone can make their uso acceptable—
the element of Christian charity «r love.—~
« Though I speak with the tongues of men
and of aageis. and though 1 hestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and thoath I give my
body to be burned, vet if I have nt charity,
I am nothirg ;” and the essence of chaiity,
brethren. the essence of Chyistian leve, be-
lieve me, is the sp rit of humitity, the Crrist-
like spirit which is content o take the hum-
hlest roum,and which compresses all i-s wants
and pretens ons into the smallest space, that
it may leave the larger mom fux the wants
and weaknesses of it brethren.  Those gilts
which men fancy that they owe to their own
merits and that they have ta thank themselves
tor. they will use hoastfully and proualy,and,
therefore, to themselves. at least, harmtully;
but when they have learned tg uc.nowledgo
in gl the haud of the Gieat Gives, w.taout




