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the British North America Act does on the Dominion Parlia-
ment. But notwithstanding this haudicap a large field for use-
ful work has been found and a remarkable achievemeut has been
recorded. A glanee at the history of this movement may set us
thinking as to the applicability of the methods emplosed to our

" own conditions. and suggest the extent to which we may follow
along those lines.

The efforts of the American Bar Association rc-ulied in the
ercation of a commission on Uniform State Levs. This organ-
ization consists of commissioners appointed by the governors of
the different states. territories and possessions of the United
States for the purpose of drafting and recommending for adop-
tion by the various legislatures, forms of bills or measures to
make uniform the laws of the different jurisdictions on which
uniformity seems practicable and desirable. In every state of
the Union 148). in every territory and possession, ineluding the
Distriet of (‘olumbia. Alaska. Hawaii, the Philippine Islands and
Porto Rico. commissioners have been appointed, and twenty-
four annual conferenees have been held sinee 1892. From the
report of the conference held last vear. it appears that the
Negotiable Instruments Aet, adopted by the conference of 1896,
is now the law in fortyv-seven states. territories and possessions;
the Warehouse Reeeipts Act is in foree in thirty-one; the Sales
Act in eleven: the Bills of Lading Act in twelve: the Stock
Tiansfer Aet in nine: the Aet Relating to Wills executed with-
out the State in ten: and the Family Desertion Aet in cight.

Reports have heen presented on the Uniform Ineorporation
Act, the Unifieation of Commercial Law, the Uniform Partner-
ship Act. Wills, Descent and Distribution. Insurance. Work-
men's Compensation Aet, Situs of Real and Personal Estate
for purposes of Taxation. Automobile Legislation, Uniformity of
Judicial Deecisions, and on various other important subjeets.

It is worthy of note that the State of Louisiana which, like
the Provinee of Quebee. is governcd by the eivil iaw. has par-
ticipated in the movement for uniformity and has up 1o this
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