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Hon. Edward Blake, K.C., the famous Iawyer and orator, at

one time Minigter of Justice and oecupying an outztanding posi-

tion ini Canadian politica; but, in the later years of his life, a

member of the British fluse of Commons, 8itting for South 171
Longford in the interests of the Irish Nationalist party.

The subjeet of tis notice did flot long remnain in business,

but after an experience of it for four years, entered the office of

bis uncle the late M.r. Justice Connor, as a studeut of the law;

.and it was flot long before the wisdom of this change was mani-

4'esteil. His tireless industry, hisecapacity for acquiring a souud

knowledge of legal principles and inastering the technicalities

of practice, cornbined with a remarkably retentive memory,

grcat faciiity of expression, worded in forceful language, pointed

to a man destined to make his mark in the profession iu which hie

eider brother hail already taken such a distinguished place. He

was caiied to the Bar lu 1860, practising- in Toronto in his

brother's firm.

It je fot unusuai in speaking of the career of a successful

lawyer te refer to sorne of the causes ecièbres la which he was

enigaged. Iu Mr. Blake's caue, however, thi4 wouid he a iengthy

ani profiticas task, for he was sought by oiie side or another in

înost of the great legai batties of bis day, for he was a succesful

and masterful advocate, essentiaily a fighter, and always found

in the forefront of the fight. It wiIl, rather, he desirahie to

endeavour to rècord for the interest of those who corne aftcr

hlmii souie of the characteristice of perhaps the miost forceful

and( eloquent of the strong men who have adlorned the Bar of

Caniada during the lat half cerntury. Whatever bis strong

points or hie failings as an advocate înay have bec'.., what lie did

and said wau doue and said by one who was itrong, feariess and1

aggressive; often ixot too gentie, but hehindl bis force and ofteiî

his sarcasm and severity, th#ýre was a gencrous heart. It secmed

strange that a man who was really so kind and lovall could

exhibit so înuch acerbity in controverey. Perbaps this fact cati

best he accounted fer hy his extreine carncstness.

Iii 1872 Mr. Blake (a strong Libera)) vas app)ointedl hy the.'


