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so, no one could conmmunicate his opini on in regard to a man
who had been in his employment, and society therefore would
often go unprotected if that class and character of communica.
tion were îlot privileged. So the law says, ini the interests of
business, and in the interests of society, a communication

-~'.' ~thus made is privileged, even althouigh it may eventually turn
-R out that some of the statements made in it wvere faNse. But

4 it is a totally different thing, if, taking advantage of the com-
munication afforded by an enquirx' that was being made, voui,

k ~in answer to that letter, make a stateinent wvhich was false,
or which you did not believe to be truc; because a
man who ir .kea ttmnthte does not believc
to be true is as guilty as the man who make
a statement, and who knows it to be a deliberate
and unqualified falsehood. So that if a nman thius

R takes acivantage of the occasion for the purpose of injiiring
the per-son in respect of whom. the cnqutirN, is made, the privi-
leg,)e is gone, because in mnakingy that statement in that way,
there is the strongest evidence of malice, and where malice
exists, the privilege is altogether lost.

Something was said during the course of the addresses to

-ou about the interest that those parties hiad in petitioning,

and I may -,ay to vou that it is flot necessary that any person
t signing the petition should have b-cen personally aggrieved

hor injured, for it is said, that ail persons have an interest in
the administration of justice and in the efficient carryin gon
of the departuients therewith. So that, ams mlember of the
communitv, althotugh having no connection with the plaintiff.
nothing to do with him, perhaps never h.aviing spok-en to the
man, but who beirîg iware of scnne misconduct, soine inis-
feasance, or malfeasanuo lu his office as ahaillif, has a perfeet
rîglit to petition or to scnd an-y eo<mmutnication to thec proper
authoritv calling for ainetgation, so long a h ei o
is clothed in language Nvhich did flot exeed thc niecessities
or the circumstances of the case. For instance, a mian might
write a letter to the inspector. statinir that lie knovs so
and so, and pelrhaps it would have been bietter iu this case if
a communication of that nature signed 1w' those who wcre


