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To most botanists of this generation the naine T. Cornzuit
is unfamniliar. Thev w.eet with it nowhere in the nemer books but
in svnonvmv; and in the-older herbaria they are apt to flnd it
erased. P-nd ilie naire T. polygamum wriulen in ils stead. It had
been in constant use amcng Ainerican i otanists fgr more than
a century when. laie in the ninel.eenth century it %xas remanded
to svnonviv bv Asa Grav. The condit ion of irreadov-rue
nomenclature %vas flot t herebýv improved. for T. polygamum had
been froin the first a Promen tiudum. Ihat is. it had been printed
in a catalogue, m il hiout any accomrpanving description. Ail that
Dr. Gray was able to cite by wav of diagnosis was -siooth.
polvganious;" so that anv kind of Thalictrumn showing glabrous
herbage and a tendency to polvgamy would have to be T.
polyganuum. Vet despite aIl this. the author ah once began ho
include in bis own T. polygamum pîsnts glabrous and plants
pubescent. and that in several different ways. Thev wbo use
the naine T. polygamun use it on the mere dicumr of authority.
There is less reason for it than for the old name T. Cornusi. Vet
even Muhlenberg. the inventor of the vacuous naine T. PolV-
gamum, had admithed T. Cornuti. holding T. polygamum, what-
ever that mav have been. te be distinct froin it; thus by no
nîeans intending to niake a naine t bat should be substituted in
place of T. Cornuli.

The discoverv of the invaliditv of the naine T. Cornuli was
not mrade by Dr. Gray. That point liait been mrade clear
bv Augustin Pyranius De Candolle away back in 1818. long
enough before the hume of Gray. and De Candolle, suppressing
the unauthenticated T. Cornuti. gave a new naine, and
therewith a description that is intelligible. 1 do not t hink
1 can do shudents of Canadian Thalictuins a better service here
than ho give thern an English version of De Candolle's descrip-
t ion. for t he author savs that bis specimen was froin Canada.

*THALICTRtUM CORYINELLU.M. Shemn erect. terete. finelv
striate. hollow. leaves twice or thrice ternatelv divided, the
segments oval. at apex obtusely 3-lobed. otherwîse entire. upper
face dark green. the lower glaucous. and beset with scattered
hairs., especiallv on the veins and veinlets; panicle erect. sub-
cor-vmbose; flowers dioecious ereet; sepals oval; filaments lay -
ate at summnit anhhers oval-oblong; fruits 12 ho 15, sessile. striate.
oblong." [A. D.C. Systenia. 1. 172. 1731

M. De Candolle drew up the description froin herbarium
specimens. He does not seemn ho have known that the filaments
are white. Thev seldorn reinain so in old specimens. The
specimens were in the herbariumn of Vaillant. and the plant was
froirn Quebec. by Sarracenius. It is to be noted that he supposed
the species to be dioecious: and so it is, in the maiin. Rarely
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